
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Welcome back to the second part of the 
Spring term. We hope you’ve had a lovely 
break.  

This half term our Spring topic of ‘Fire 
and Ice’ will continue. We will be moving 
into warmer climates and we will be reading stories set in 
Africa.   

  

English   

Our focus texts for this half term will begin with ‘Handa’s Surprise’. Handa car-
ries seven delicious fruits to her friend Akeyo as a surprise, but meets some hun-
gry animals along the way. We will then move onto ‘Meerkat Mail’. Sunny Meerkat 
lives in the Kalahari desert with his family. Under the hot sun, Sunny and his 
brothers and sisters work together, play together, eat together, learn together, 
and sleep together. Sunny needs a break, so he decides to take a trip to visit 
some relatives. Through a series of postcards that actually flip open for children 
to read, Sunny documents his journey for his family. But as he travels from the 
barnyard through the forest to the city, Sunny realizes there's no place like 
home.  

STRIVE FOR 5 — Please remember to sign planners each time your child reads 
their school reading book at home.  

READING FOR PLEASURE - Don’t forget to record in your child’s reading for  

pleasure books every time you share a book together at home… this can be a story 
that you read to your child at bedtime or a trip to the library. Anytime you share 
a book (other than your child’s school reading book)  this reading time can be add-
ed.   

FOREST SCHOOL— Forest school will resume this half term on weeks 2, 4 and 6. 
Maple will be in the Forest on Tuesdays and Chestnut on Fridays. Please make sure 
forest school clothing is in school each week. Your child will need waterproofs and 
wellies. Please make sure that all clothing (including wellies) are named, and you 
don’t mind items getting dirty! If you can help with any of the forest sessions 
from 1pm on your child’s class session then please contact your class teacher, as 
children work with their class teacher and volunteer helpers in the forest.  

 

Year 1 

Monday  

Tuesday Maple PE kits 

Wednesday Maple PE kits  

Thursday Chestnut PE kits 

Friday Chestnut PE kits  

 Please remember to READ 5 days at 

home and get your planner signed!   

  

Please Don’t Forget… 
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Welcome Back! 

Spring 2 2022 

 



Golden ticket 

This half term ‘s core value is nurture. Children are awarded golden tickets for demonstrating these core val-
ues in and around school. At the end of the half term a name is selected from the box and the child with the 
chosen ticket will receive a voucher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term we have welcomed Miss Moody into Year 1. Miss Moody is undertaking her final teaching practise 
with us. She is working in Chestnut class in the mornings and Maple in the afternoons. Miss Moody will be 
working with us into the Summer term.  

PET ENCOUNTER — Wednesday 2nd March 

As part of our exciting topic this half term we have the Pet Encounter coming into school and bringing some 
special animals, including some meerkats. We are very excited to welcome them into school. We kindly ask for 
a £2 donation towards this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary: 

Wednesday 2nd March—Year 1 have the Pet Encounter coming into school. £2 
donations.  

Thursday 3rd March  - West End Dance Company—we will be doing a dance 
based on The Gingerbread Man for World book day. Children will need to wear 
PE kit.  

Friday 4th March  - World Book Day, Children can come dressed as their fa-
vourite book character.  

11th—20th March—Science week 

Friday 18th March—Red Nose Day. The children can come to school wearing 
red.  

Week beginning Monday 21st March—Parent meetings  

Wednesday 30th March—Individual photos  

Friday 1st April—school finishes for Easter.  



 

Vision Statement:  
An incredible journey... 

English 

This half term we will have 2 focus texts. These will be Handa’s Surprise and Meerkat Mail. When reading Handa’s Surprise we will be 
acting in role as a character from a story, thinking about how a character may be feeling at different points in a story, using adjectives 
to describe different fruits, sequencing stories and writing our own version of a known story.  

When reading Meerkat Mail, we will be focusing on writing postcards and gaining information from postcards. We will also be writing 
letters in the role of a character.     

Maths 

In maths we will be measuring length, height, weight and volume. We will be comparing these and ordering objects in terms of their 
length, height, weight and volume. We will be introducing the children to the ruler and using balance scales and jugs for measuring. We 
will also be using our knowledge of addition and subtraction to compare measures.     

ART 

In Art we will be focusing on drawing skills and portraits. We will be looking at portraits from famous artists across different periods 
and looking more closely at the work of pop artist, Andy Warhol. We will look at our faces and look at drawing features of the face. We 
will then produce our own pop art in the style of Andy Warhol.    

Geography  

 In Geography we will be continuing our learning about hot and cold places. This half term we will be focusing on the weather. We will be 
finding out about what weather is, different types of weather and what the weather is generally like in each season. We will look at 
extreme weather conditions and we will create weather reports.  

Physical development  

Our focus this half term will be dance. We will be moving like superheroes; running, crawling and jumping. They will compose a dance  on 
the theme of superheroes. They will need to think about space and changing the speed or size of the actions. They will then move on to 
working with a partner to perform a simple superhero dance.  

This is what we will be learning this half term …. 

Science  

In Science we will continue our focus on Animals, including humans. We will be learning about what an animal is, finding out about types of 
animals, looking at similarities and differences between animals, finding out about what food tells us about an animal and thinking about 
ourselves as an animal and our senses.  

Music  

In Music our focus is rhythm and beats. We will be learning to keep a rhythm and using our body and instruments to create different 
rhythms.   

RE  

Our focus for this half term is Easter and surprises.   We will learn about Easter and why it is such an important time for Christians. 
We will also explain some of the significant days of Holy Week which lead up to Easter. Children will then explore the concept of sur-
prises and relate this to the Easter story and the resurrection of Jesus. At the end of the unit they will learn how Easter is celebrated.  

Computing  

In Computing pupils will be using technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital content.  This half 
term we will look at improving our keyboard skills.  

Forest  

Forest School in the forest will restart this half term.  Forest School sessions are in weeks 2, 4 and 6.  A sign-up sheet is available with 
the class teacher as volnuteers help supervise children in the forest.  We would be very grateful if we could have some volunteers to go 
with us.  No experience necessary, just warm, waterproof clothing.  The children will also require warm, waterproof clothing as well as 

their wellies.  This half term, our sessions will be linked with RE and pupils will be engaging in reflection and their  experiences of  

nature.   


