
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to another busy half term in Reception. We are so incredibly proud of all that the children have 
achieved so far and are looking forward to seeing them flourish over the coming weeks.  

Our topic this half term is called ‘Special Journeys’ and our core value is ‘Nurture’. The children will be given golden 
tickets for nurturing each other and our environment. One child from each class with the most golden tickets at the 
end of the half term will be awarded with a prize. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your ongoing support. It does not go unnoticed and is 
very much appreciated. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask and we will do all that we can to help.  

Miss Olvanhill and Miss McTear 

Reading 

Strive for 5— If your child reads their school book five times per week at home then a ticket will be placed in 
the Strive for Five box and a lucky prize winner will be drawn at the end of each half term. Please write in 
your child’s planner every time that they have read their school book with you at home so that they can be 
rewarded for all of their hard work.  

Reading for Pleasure— Write the book title down in your reading for pleasure book each time you read a book that is 
not your school reading book. We have had lots of children so far that have received a prize from Mrs Field for reading 
50 or more books. Keep going!  

Class Author—Each class will choose an ’Author of the half term’. This will displayed in the     classroom 
along with a range of books by that author. Birch Class have chosen Nick Sharratt this half term and Elm 
Class will enjoy books written by Janet and Allan Ahlberg.  

 

Forest School 

As the weather starts to improve, Mrs Charlwood is hoping to take the children to the forest every other week. Please 
look out for the forest school sheets in the classrooms so that you know when your child’s class will be going. If you 
are able to help, please do sign up.  

Snack and Chat 

This half term snack and chat will be a contribution of £3 to be paid within the first week of school.  

Please place in a named envelope in your child’s book bag. Thank you.  

PE 

This half term our PE focus will be gymnastics. The children will continue to come to school already in their PE kits but 
please do make sure that they will be warm enough throughout the day.  

Earrings 

For health and safety reasons, earrings must be removed on the days that your child has PE so that they are able to 
take part. It is very important that the children take part in PE lessons as this is a part of our      curriculum. Earrings 
should be covered over with a plaster on all other days. Thank you or your support with this. 

Water bottles 

Please ensure that you send your child with a filled water bottle every day. As we are a healthy school, please only 
send water in bottles and not juice.  

Tapestry  

We hope that you are enjoying looking at the observations of your child that we have been adding to       Tapestry. 
Please do check your account regularly for updates. It makes the children very happy to know that you have seen and 
commented on an observation of them throughout the day.  

It has been lovely to see more of you adding observations at home too. The children really enjoy it when we show 
their friends what they have been doing at home. Please speak to a member of staff if you need any further help or 
support with Tapestry and we will try our best to help.  

 

 

Reception Curriculum 
Newsletter 

B
ir

ch
 a

n
d

 E
lm

 C
la

ss
 

A
S

H
F

I
E

L
D

 
I

N
F

A
N

T
 

A
N

D
 

N
U

R
S

E
R

Y
 

S
C

H
O

O
L

 
 

 

Spring 2 2022 



Vision Statement:  
An incredible journey... 

Our Learning Journey; 

Week 1 – To begin this half-term, our focus text will be ‘The Train Ride’ by June Crebbin. In Literacy we will use our imagination as we pre-
tend that we are on a train ride of our own. We will look through the window during our journey and write about all of the wonderful things 
that we can see. We will use pictures from the story to help us to sequence each part as we re-tell it in our own words. We will look at some 
maps and talk about what we think they are used for and what they tell us. We will think about some of the journeys that we have been on, 
including our route to school and will draw pictures and write labels to create a map of our own. In Maths, the children will begin by using 
language to describe length and height. When making direct     comparisons, we will learn to use specific mathematical vocabulary relating to 
length, height and breadth. 

Week 2 – This week our focus text will be ‘Rosie’s Walk’ by Pat Hutchins. We will create a story map by drawing pictures and writing  sentenc-
es to match. In Geography, we will learn more about the place in which we live and will learn what an address is. We will talk about each part 
of our address and what is means e.g. house number, street name, town, county, postcode etc. and will use google maps to search for our 
houses and other familiar places. In Maths, we will re-visit number bonds to 5 as the    children use real objects in different contexts. We will 
use manipulatives such as ten frames, fingers and numicon shapes to help us to explore the different ways of making 5 that will help the chil-
dren to be able to automatically re-call them. 

Week 3 – Our focus text this week will be ‘Harry’s Home’ by Catherine and Laurence Anholt. We will re-visit story sequencing and will write a 
short piece linked to the caption ‘There’s no place like home.’ In History, we will think about the journey that we have been on in our lives so 
far. What has happened to us? What have we achieved? How have we changed? We will think about what we want to achieve next as we 
grow older and will make a timeline of our lives so far. In Maths, the children will continue to make  comparisons by lining items up with 1-1 
correspondence to compare them directly or by counting each set carefully and comparing their position in the counting order. As their sense 
of number develops, so does their knowledge of where each number sits in relation to other numbers. They will learn to understand that 
when making comparisons, a set can have more, fewer or the same number of items as another set. 

Week 4 – Our focus text for the next two weeks will be ‘Grandad’s Island’ by Benji Davies. In Literacy we will focus on the     characters in the 
story as we write speech bubbles and descriptive sentences. In Art this week we will use oil pastels to create a picture of our imaginary island. 
In Maths, the children will explore number bonds to 10 using real objects in different contexts. E.g. There are 10 apples. How many in the 
tree and how many on the ground? We will use manipulatives such as ten frames, fingers and numicon shapes to help us to explore the 
different ways of making 10. 

Week 5 – In Literacy this week we will design an island of our own and write some captions to go alongside it. We will write a short story 
about our island; the children will think about how their character travels to the island, what they will do and see when they are there and 
will think about a reason for leaving the island at the end of the day. In DT, we will ask the questions ‘What is transport?’ ‘What methods of 
transport have you used before?’ and we will design and make some 3D junk model      vehicles. In Maths, children will naturally explore and 
manipulate 3-D shapes through their play. We will introduce the names of the shapes and provide opportunities to explore similarities and 
differences between them as we play and will sort them according to what we notice. 

Week 6 – Our final week of the half term is RE week and our focus will be Christianity. The children will learn about the true   meaning of 
Easter as we read the Easter story. We will learn about Easter symbols and share our own experiences of this time of year. We will have lots 
of fun as we bake treats, eat hot cross buns and design and make cards and crafts. If we are lucky we might just have a visit from the Easter 
bunny... In Maths, we will build on the children’s earlier AB pattern work by introducing more complex patterns. We will explore patterns 
which use items more than once in each repeat, for example, ABB, AAB, AABB, and AABBB. The children will learn to say each pattern aloud 
and to create patterns around the edge of shapes as well as in straight lines.  

Dates for the diary… 

Monday 21st February - Spring term 2 begins 

Tuesday 1st March - Shrove Tuesday 

     Reception height, weight and vision checks 

Thursday 3rd March - World book day 

        West end dance company visit  

Friday 4th March - Dress up as your favourite book character  

Friday 11th March - Reception hearing checks  

Week beginning 14th March - Science week 

Wednesday 16th March - Birch Class trip to Workington library 

Week beginning 21st March - Parents Evenings (Dates tbc) 

Monday 21st March - World poetry day 

Monday 28th March - Citizenship assembly 

Wednesday 30th March - Tempest individual school photos 

Friday 1st April - End of Spring term 2 

Wednesday 20th April - Summer term 1 begins  

Reminders  

• Book bags and planners are to be brought to school every day. 

• Please make sure that your child’s reading book is in their planner 
every day so that we are able to read with your child at school 
too.  

• Please regularly check your child’s book bag for letters and for 
notes in their planner.  

• Everything that belongs to your child needs to be clearly named to 
avoid things getting lost.  

• Birch Class will have PE every Wednesday. Elm Class will have PE 
every Friday. Please remember to wear PE kit on this day. 


