
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders 

• Please can you ensure all your child’s clothing is named, especially jumpers/cardigans and coats. 

• Water bottles must be named and contain water only as we are a healthy school – no juice, thank 

you. 

• Please send a change of clothes in a bag which can be kept on your child’s peg in case of toileting 

accidents or over-enthusiastic water play! 

• There are no Forest Schools sessions on Wednesday mornings this half term, but we may explore 

the school grounds so please ensure your child has wellies at school.  

• P.E is on a Tuesday morning, please can children wear their PE kits with their school 

jumper/cardigan, joggers/leggings on top and trainers on their feet.  

• Every Friday morning the children will have the opportunity to choose a library book. Please 

return this the following Friday.   

• We ask for a voluntary contribution of £1 per week towards snack/baking/play dough 

ingredients. This can be paid weekly or half termly, thank you. 

• Lunchtime care money is £1.50 per day. Please send this in a named envelope on a Monday 

morning, thank you. 

• Please can we request that care money and snack money are sent in separate envelopes, thank 

you. 

 
Tapestry 

Observations of your child will be uploaded onto their Tapestry learning journal regularly. Please note, 

we will be unable to upload daily observations of your child. Some weeks there may be lots of 

observations uploaded, other weeks there may be fewer. Observations will be done when your child has 

been developing a new skill, when they have learnt something new or when they have done something 

notable.   

We would love it if you could also share your child’s achievements at home by uploading your own 

observation. This could be drawing a picture, recognising letters/shapes/numbers, noticing something in 

the natural world, dressing themselves, talking about their favourite book – the list is endless!  If you 

require any help with using Tapestry, please ask.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to our returning Nursery children, and a very warm welcome to our new Nursery 

children. We hope you love coming to Nursery as much as we do!  We will be doing lots of lovely games 

and activities to make sure the children are happily settled into Nursery.  

This half term we will ask the question ‘What happens while we’re sleeping at night?’ and will follow the 

children’s lead to explore this question. We will also celebrate Chinese New Year, St Valentine’s Day 

and National Storytelling Day as well as taking in Safer Internet Day. Our core theme for this term is 

Respect. Please see the overview of this term’s learning activities overleaf.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to speak to a member of staff. 
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                Our Learning Journey – Adult led activities:  

Week 1 We will begin by welcoming back our existing Nursery children and new starter children and their 

families.   We will talk about what we have been thankful for over the Christmas holiday, e.g, a special outing 

with family, a delicious Christmas dinner, a special gift, doing a special activity – like baking etc. The children 

will then be invited to draw their own a picture to thank their family for a lovely Christmas and attempt to 

‘write’ their ‘thanks’ and name on their picture.  We will also be exploring positional language.   

Week 2 This week we will begin by asking our big question: “What happens while we’re sleeping?”  - holding small 

group discussions, we aim to elicit children’s ideas about e.g., people who work at night, nocturnal animals.  We 

will encourage children to generate questions about what they would like to find out.  We will share the stories 

‘Owl Babies’ by Martin Waddell and ‘The Way Back Home’ by Oliver Jeffers.  We will create an ‘Owl Babies’ 

sensory tuff tray and dark cave for children to explore as well as creating their own nocturnal animal collages. 

Each week we will also engage children in a range of maths-based activities to develop their skills and 

understanding of numbers, patterns and shape and measures.  This week will also see the start of small group 

Phonics and ‘Funky Finger’ sessions.  

 Week 3 This week we will share find out about people who work at night.  We plan to create a role-play area 

based on children’s interest and questions about an area of night-time work. We will continue to teach a range 

of maths concepts to develop children’s skills and understanding as well as daily phonics and ‘funky finger’ 

activities to develop pre-reading and pre-writing skills.  The children will practise their scissor and colour-

mixing skills by making their own nocturnal hedgehog cut-outs.  They will also be encouraged to ‘tune into’ some 

lively music to clap along to.  

Week 4 This week we will explore how we get ‘night and day’ by carrying out a simple experiment using a globe 

and torch.  We will talk about things that we do during the day and during the night to help the children 

complete a sorting activity.  We will look at and discuss ‘Starry Night’ painting by Vincent Van Gogh before 

inviting the children to create their own night-time paintings. During this week we will learn to retell the story 

of Pi Corbett’s ‘Mr Wiggle and Mr Waggle’ with actions. 

Week 5 We start this week by celebrating National Storytelling Day.  We will record our retelling of ‘Mr 

Wiggle and Mr Waggle’ for parents to watch on Tapestry.  This week we will also be celebrating Chinese New 

Year and comparing it to other festivals that we have already celebrated in Nursery (Diwali, Hanukkah and 

Christmas).  We will listen to Chinese music and watch a Dragon Dance video before creating our own Dragon 

dances during our PE session.  We will share the story of how the Chinese Zodiac was created and find out 

which animal represents our years of birth.  We will also make Chinese Lanterns and sample some Chinese food. 

   

 

Week 6 During our final week of this half-term, we will review what we have learned about what happens while 

we are asleep at night.  On Tuesday, we will look at how to keep safe on the internet.  We will also be learning 

about how we celebrate St Valentine’s Day.  The children will be invited to create a special heart using paint for 

someone special to them and learning about ‘symmetry’ during the activity.   


