
 
 

Our Curriculum 
In ‘Little Acorns’ at Ashfield Infant and Nursery School, our focus is always on offering children the best possible care and opportunities to learn.  Our dedicated team of 
adults will use their experience, expertise and loving care to provide a safe, secure and enabling environment for every child to develop resilience, confidence and self-
assurance.  Through positive interactions with children, our Nursery team will respond to children’s individual interests and needs to help them build on their learning at 
their own pace and in their own unique way, giving extra support and scaffolding where needed.  
 

The areas of development below outline how we intend to provide opportunities to help children settle in and embark on their unique learning journeys in Little Acorns.  
By actively listening to children, developing conversations and playing with them, and teaching them new skills and concepts we will shape an ambitious, balanced 
curriculum.  This will mainly be driven by the interests and fascinations of the children.  This will be put into practice to consistently provide opportunities to support and 
challenge each child appropriately so that they are continually adding new knowledge and skills and critically deepening their understanding of what it all means to them.   
Children’s language development will be placed at the heart of our curriculum, built around stories and a wide range of relevant socially interactive activities and occurring 
events throughout the Nursery calendar.  
 
 

Communication and Language  
To build vocabulary effectively, Adults will comment on what children are interested 

in or doing and echo back what they say with new vocabulary added.  

 

Children will have free access to a range of stories (including those with just pictures 

and children’s favourites) non-fiction books, nursery rhymes and song posters as well 

as comics, magazines, puppets and story baskets to develop vocabulary, story language 

and knowledge and understanding of things that interest them. 

 

Adults will read stories daily, modelling story language and pointing out features of 

books such as the title, author and illustrator as well as rhyming words, and changes in 

font; and encourage children to notice and talk about the illustrations.  Books about 

different families will be shared to encourage children to develop their understanding 

of diversity amongst families.  

 

Story themes and interests of the children will be enhanced through continuous 

provision to encourage conversations and vocabulary and develop imagination and 

creativity.   

 

Social interactions during daily ‘snack and chat’ and lunchtime meals will be encouraged 

and supported. 

 

Dual language books will be offered to EAL children to take home.   

 

Different languages will be used for greetings during registration. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional  
Through positive interactions and modelling in a range of contexts, adults will: 

Begin to build strong, warm and supportive relationships with children to enable them to learn 

how to understand their own feelings and those of others.  

Support children to manage their emotions and develop a positive sense of themselves. 

Support children to begin to set themselves simple goals and develop confidence in own 

abilities. 

Support children to develop persistence and wait for what they want. 

Support new friendships and co-operation and, where necessary, help to resolve conflicts 

peaceably.  Kindness dolls will be introduced for modelling and promoting acts of kindness 

which will be celebrated when shown by children. 

 

Children will be encouraged and supported to work towards managing their personal needs 

independently, including toileting and washing hands.   

Children will begin taught to understand ways to look after own bodies, including healthy 

eating - weekly snack menus, drinking water regularly – using water bottle, exercise through 

PE and outdoor moving and climbing, taking time to rest when tired.  

Children will be encouraged to develop a sense of responsibility by undertaking simple tasks 

such as help set up snack, washing paint pots and tidying away resources  

Children will be encouraged to show and talk about their work and develop a sense of pride by 

display their work in their own space  

 

Continuous provision area will be enhanced based on children’s ideas and interests – children 

will be involved in decision making.  

Our Learning Value:  

 
 

Healthy Mind – Relaxation (Relax Kids)  
SMSC – Celebrating Difference 
Mindfulness – Being aware of own feelings. Beginning to 
think Thinking about how others feel. Relax Kids. 

Healthy Body – Washing hands, toileting, PE, Snack  
PE – Moving in different ways, be aware of heartbeat 
Forest School – Autumnal changes  
Healthy Eating - Snack 



 
 

Physical development  
Weekly PE lessons, musical movements (such as Sticky Kids)  and the use of large, 

fixed outdoors play equipment such as climbing frames, balance beams and tyre swings 

as well as loose parts including crates, tyres, large cable reels and wooden planks; and 

smaller equipment such as bats, balls, beanbags, hoops and beanbags will support and 

develop children’s core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination 

and agility as well as help to develop healthy bodies and promote social & emotional 

well-being.  Children’s gross motor skills will also be developed through activities such 

as large scale mark-making using a range of media and materials such as paint, water, 

sticks, brushes, playground chalks and sponges.  

 

Fine Motor skills activities such as playing with small loose parts, small world people, 

animals and vehicles and arts and crafts using a range of media and materials and 

practising using small tools will support the development of hand-eye coordination, 

finger strength, proficiency, control and confidence.  

 

Good practise regarding health will be promoted through developing children’s 

independence in managing their personal needs, including toileting and washing hands, 

making healthy snack choices and encouragement to drink plenty of water as well as 

physical exercise outlined above  

 

 

Literacy 
Our Nursery team will promote a love of reading by sharing and talking about a range of 

quality texts, including those recommended by Pi Corbett for Nursery-aged children.  

Adults will encourage children to engage and talk about illustrations, texts and the world 

around them in a range of contexts such as sharing books one-to-one and in small groups; and 

through continuous provision using role-play scenarios, small-world play, story tuff trays, 

puppets, construction, mark-making and using loose parts and a variety of materials as props to 

support creative play. 

Adults will draw children’s attention to different forms of print by modelling reading items 

such as instructions, recipes logos, signs and menus in an increasing print rich environment that 

to reflect children’s interests and everyday scenarios.   

 

Children will begin build a repertoire of rhymes and songs to recall and sing (from different 

cultures).  We will play with rhymes by changing words and personalising them for children by 

substituting names etc to help engage and interest children in playing with words.   

 

Adults will encourage children to articulate ideas during independent and supported mark-

making activities.  

 

Large scale sensory play using ‘messy’ tuff trays, small-world tuff-trays easel, shower curtain, 

chalkboard,  playground, decorators brushes and water, squirty bottles, long handled brushes 

will be offered alongside other mark-making materials and media, including different 

sized/textured paper, paints, pencils, sponges, brushes and pipettes.  

 

Our Pi Corbett story this half-term is ‘Dear Zoo’ by Rod Campbell who is also our author of the 

half-term – other books will include ‘Oh Dear’, ‘Farm 123’, ‘Noisy Farm’ and ‘Oh Henry’. 

 

Maths  
Children will be encouraged to practise counting throughout our continuous provision 

including building towers, setting the table, counting animals into pens or adding 

carriages onto train engines.  

 

Children will be supported to develop an understanding of the relationship between 

numbers and the patterns within them by being encouraged to count different objects 

for different purposes throughout our continuous provision areas of learning.  Areas 

will be enhanced to reflect children’s interests, for example adding three teddy bears, 

three chairs, three bowls to home corner to help with fast recognition of up to three 

objects without having to count; creating a tuff tray ‘pond’ with magnetic fish (with 

numbers on one side and domino patterns on reverse).   

Understanding the World 
Our Nursery team will offer a broad range of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems to foster 

children’s understanding of a culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world.  

We will encourage children to talk about their families and life stories in our family groups and 

through play interactions when they are confident to do so.  We will model positive attitudes 

about differences between people and encourage children to develop their knowledge and 

understanding with respect for others through activities such as circle time games. 

  

Our growing knowledge of children’s interests and needs will inform the choices of texts that 

we use and enhancements we add to our continuous provision to engage children and enrich 

their vocabulary and understanding.   Children will also be able to explore materials with 



 
 

Rich opportunities will be included throughout continuous provision areas to develop 

children’s spatial reasoning skills including shape, space and measures such as using 

large loose part to build a castle with an entrance big enough to fit through, creating 

car/train tracks with tunnels or pens for toy farm animals and adding different sizes, 

offering different construction kits/shaped blocks to explore and describe and 

shapes of containers for children to fill.   

 

Adults will support children’s play by commenting on what they are doing and echo 

back what they say using mathematical language. 

 

Adults will use positive interactions to promote ‘Have a go’ attitude and reassurance 

that it is okay to make mistakes  

 

different properties both indoors and outdoors using simple equipment such as magnifying 

classes.   

 

Children will have access to a range of age-appropriate technology equipment including 

cameras, microphones, ipads and accessing educational programmes on the interactive 

whiteboard.  

 

Subject to Covid guidelines we hope to offer children increasing personal experiences such as 

going on short walks away from our Nursery setting to explore our local area and seasonal 

changes and develop their understanding of road safety by learning to use the pedestrian 

crossing close to our school.   

 

 

 
 

Expressive Arts & Design 
Our creative area will offer daily opportunities for children to express they artistic 

ideas and engage with art and design and technology using a range of media and 

materials to support their imagination and creativity.   

 

Adults will model and teach different skills to support children’s learning of different 

mark-making and joining techniques as well as exploring different textures, cutting 

skills and colour-mixing in response to children’s interests and needs.  

 

Children will be introduced to a range of percussion instruments and given time to 

explore their sounds. Adults will challenge the children to play their instruments at 

different tempos and speeds. We will use the instruments to accompany familiar songs  

and practise playing as a small group, following direction of when to play and when to 

stop.  

 

We will begin to introduce the children to a wide range of music genres and style. 

Whilst listening to the music the children will be encouraged to dance/move or mark-

make on large pieces of paper to develop early music appreciation skills.  

 

We will have plenty of opportunities to sing nursery rhymes and educational rhymes 

(for example, the days of the week song) as well as learning songs for special 

occasions (such as harvest songs). 

 

Forest School 
Once the new starters are settled we will start with our Forest School sessions.  These 

sessions take place on Wednesday mornings when Mrs Charlwood is teaching Nursery. 

Please ensure that your child has waterproofs and wellies on Wednesdays.   

When we start going to the forest on site, we will also need volunteers to come and play.  We 

will put out a signup sheet when we looking for help.  Volunteers can be any family member.  

More details to follow. 

This half term in the forest, children will be looking at autumnal changes. 

 



 
 

Term:  Autumn 1 (2021) Year: Nursery  

 

Rationale: This half-term we will be exploring feelings and behaviours and learning how we are all different and special in our own 

unique ways. We will be settling in our new Nursery children, helping them to make new friends and baseline each child to find out 

whereabouts they are developmentally across the seven areas of the EYFS curriculum  

Our Learning Journey –  
Each child will begin their own unique learning journey supported by the curriculum outlined above.  The curriculum will continue to be 

shaped by the children’s interests and needs to ensure progression in every child’s learning.  

We will begin by engaging and interacting with children through their chosen play; actively listening to children and responding to their 

ideas, interests and needs and encouraging new friendships.  We will support children by helping them make play choices and model 

appropriate and desired behaviour, including sharing and taking turns.  We will use verbal interactions to comment on what they are 

interested in or doing and echo back what they say adding new vocabulary in support.   

 

During the week of 20th September, we plan to teach children about recycling by encouraging them to talk about what they know and 

then providing activities to consolidate and extend their knowledge and understanding such as sorting a set of recycling materials and 

finding out what happens to them.  

 

During the week of 4th October, we plan to engage the children in learning about space by encouraging them to talk about what they 

know and encouraging them to generate some questions which we will address through practical activities  

World Mental Health Day is on 10th October.  On 11th October we will plan some relevant circle time activities appropriate to the needs 

of our children based on our observations  

 

On Friday 15th October we will talk about World Food Day taking place on 16th October – talk about what we have eaten for 

breakfast/snack and what we might eat for lunch/tea or favourite foods.  Ask children what hunger is.  Explain hunger is a feeling 

inside our tummy that tells us our body needs food. Ask how many of them feel hungry before their dinner.  Explain food gives us 

energy and makes us feel better.  Say there are many adults and children in our country and across the world who do not have enough 

food to eat and feel hungry all the time.  Even with so many people going hungry, there is lots of food wasted and thrown away by other 

people.  Explain tomorrow is World Food Day and on this day every year people all over the world try to help so that in the future 

nobody has to go hungry.  Explain that most food comes from farms like milk, vegetables and meat and farmers work every day to grow 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=padcu+Mh&id=F88F9D3436F5FC2B6C156DD2FAC723A79C254DFD&thid=OIP.padcu-Mh7qhDJ-sk4YsYLQHaE6&mediaurl=http://clipartix.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Image-children-playing-clip-art-2.jpg&exph=489&expw=736&q=Children+Playing+Clip+Art&simid=608033486483161360&ck=C8B32652099742970281E01627116AE2&selectedIndex=6&FORM=IRPRST


 
 

 

these foods so they are like ‘food heroes’.  Ask children if they can think of anyone else that helps us get food (e.g. lorry drivers, shop 

assistants, food bank volunteers).  How can we help?  Let’s be grateful for what we have to eat.  

 

During the week of 18th October, we will celebrate Harvest Festival by reflecting on World Food Day and looking at what ‘Harvest’ 

means.  We will be learning a harvest song for this event. 

 

 

 

Outcomes for children: Feeling valued, safe and cared for whilst at nursery. Share feelings, interests and demonstrate skills and knowledge.   

Developing confidence to use play as a means to interact with others, explore, practise skills and build resilience.  Begin to be aware of others feelings.  

 


