
 
 

Our Curriculum 
 
 

Communication and Language  
Continue to build vocabulary effectively, Adults will comment on what children are 

interested in or doing and echo back what they say with new vocabulary added, 

including using prepositions and personal pronouns.   Children will continue to be 

encouraged and supported also through their play to use imaginative, descriptive and 

technical vocabulary to describe their observations, actions and ideas.      
 

Children will continue to have free access to a range of stories (including those with 

just pictures and children’s favourites) non-fiction books, nursery rhymes and story 

props to develop vocabulary, story language and knowledge and understanding of things 

that interest them, and to continue to develop their love of stories.    
 

Adults will continue to read stories daily, modelling story language and pointing out 

features of books such as the title, author and illustrator as well as rhyming words, 

and changes in font; and encourage children to notice and talk about the illustrations 

and print.  Children will be encouraged and supported in remembering and recall story 

sequences, characters, settings and events.    
 

In addition to children’s interests, this half-term we will also offer fiction and non-

fiction books based on animals around the world, both on land and under the sea; 

different cultures in countries around the world, including Africa.; and changing 

seasons in our own country.  We will also be celebrating Father’s Day and World Music 

Day.  

 

Personal, Social and Emotional  
Through positive interactions and modelling in a range of contexts, adults will: 

continue to build supportive relationships with new starter Nursery children and:  
 

Continue to offer warm, supportive relationships with children to enable them to develop their 

understanding of their own feelings and those of others.  

Continue to support children to manage their emotions and continue to develop a positive sense 

of themselves.  

Continue to support children to set themselves simple goals and develop confidence in own 

abilities. 

Continue to support children to develop persistence and wait for what they want. 

Encourage and support children to seek out peers to share experiences with.  

Continue to support friendships and encourage co-operation and, where necessary, help to 

resolve conflicts peaceably. 

Children will continue to be encouraged and supported to work towards managing their 

personal needs independently, including toileting, washing hands, putting on own coat and 

attempting to fasten zips, removing and putting on own socks and shoes/wellie boots. 

Children will continue to be taught to understand ways to look after own bodies, including how 

to make good food choices, personal hygiene, exercise and sleep.  

Children will be reminded of boundaries and Nursery rules where necessary to keep 

themselves and others safe and to develop a sense of responsibility and respect for others 

and their environment as well as learning about nurture – ways to look after themselves, 

others and their environment. 

Children will continue to be encouraged to show and talk about their work and develop a sense 

of pride by displaying their work in their own wall space  

Continuous provision area will continue to be enhanced based on children’s ideas and interests – 

children will be involved in decision making.  

Our JIGSAW topic this half term is Relationships and Changes. 

Physical development  
We will continue to support children to develop core strength, stability, balance, 

spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility by offering a wide range of gross physical 

activities: 

Literacy 
Our Nursery team will continue to promote a love of reading by sharing and talking about a 

range of quality texts.  Children will be encouraged to join in and talk about familiar stories, 

(including recognising rhyme and completing rhyming couplets).  Continuous provision will be 

enhanced to reflect children’s interests and support creative play around stories to promote 
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Healthy Mind – Relaxation (Relax Kids) circle Time  
SMSC – Jigsaw - Relationships and Changes  
Mindfulness – Relax kids, peer massage  

 

Healthy Body – Washing hands, toileting, PE, making healthy snack and lunch choices, 
water intake, exercise including PE, noticing changes in our bodies before and after 
exercise.  Increase water intake. Sun safety.  
PE – Developing balance and coordination skills, including moving in different directions 
and different heights safely  
Forest School –   
Healthy Eating – Making healthy choices at snack and mealtimes  



 
 

✓ Weekly PE lessons: moving in different ways, including changing direction and 

at different levels with increasing control and refinement using small 

equipment such as beanbags and balls, including Sports Day 

✓ Outdoors: climbing large, fixed equipment with confidence; traveling along 

balance beams; moving and negotiating loose parts including crates, tyres, 

large cable reels and wooden planks; manipulating smaller equipment such as 

bats, balls, hoops and beanbags. 

✓ large scale mark-making using a range of media and materials such as paint, 

water, sticks, brushes, playground chalks and sponges. 
 

Fine Motor skills activities such as ‘funky fingers’ (see planning); playing with small 

loose parts, small world people, animals and vehicles and arts and crafts using a range 

of media and materials and practising using small tools will support the development of 

hand-eye coordination, finger strength, proficiency, control and confidence.  
 

Good practise regarding health will also continue to be promoted through developing 

children’s independence in managing their personal needs, including toileting and 

washing hands, making healthy snack choices and using cutlery to feed themselves, 

safety in the sun and putting on own coats, socks and shoes/wellie boots.   We will also 

be promoting good oral health and the importance of daily toothbrushing with parents.   
 

the use of new vocabulary and story language and story sequencing.  Adults will continue to 

model these skills and new vocabulary.    
 

Adults will continue to draw children’s attention to different forms of print by modelling 

reading items such as instructions, recipes logos, signs and menus in an increasing print rich 

environment that to reflect children’s interests and everyday scenarios.  They will also model 

writing such as creating lists, writing messages and labels.  Children will be encouraged to add 

‘writing’ to their drawings and paintings and talk about them to represent their name and 

articulate their ideas as well as ‘write’ their own lists and labels etc for different purposes.  

They will also be encouraged to look at and begin to recognise their name on their coat pegs 

and personal displays.  
 

Children will build on their repertoire of rhymes and songs to recall and sing (from different 

cultures).  We will play with songs and rhymes by changing words of familiar tunes to create 

new songs and rhymes and encourage children to clap their rhythms.   
 

Large scale sensory ‘messy’ play will continue to be offered as well as a range of finer mark-

making tools materials and media for children to manipulate and explore.  
 

Maths  
Children will be encouraged to continue practising counting throughout our continuous 

provision by touching or moving each item saying one number name for each item in 

stable order 1,2,3,4,5….   Adults will continue to support children in developing their 

conservation of number (e.g. the oneness of one, twoness of two etc).  Adults will 

continue to model writing numerals to match quantities so that children continue to 

develop their familiarity be encouraged to represent numbers themselves through 

play.  
 

Adults will continue to support children’s play by commenting on what they are doing 

and echo back what they say using mathematical language, including positional 

language; shape names and properties; language linked to patterns and promoting a 

fascination with large numbers.  Adults will use real-life scenarios for children to 

apply their mathematical skills.  Children will be encouraged to use their own 

representations to record number problems.  

Understanding the World 
In pretend play, we will continue to encourage children to imitate everyday actions and events 

from their own family and cultural background and share these with their peers.  Children will 

be encouraged to talk about special occasions such as birthdays.  Our Nursery Team will 

continue to model positive attitudes about differences between people and encourage children 

to share their knowledge and continue to develop their understanding through continuous 

provision and adult-led activities such as circle time and JIGSAW.  
 

Children will continue to have access to a range of age-appropriate technology equipment 

including cameras, talking tins and accessing educational programmes on the interactive 

whiteboard and iPads.    

 

Expressive Arts & Design 
Our creative area will continue to offer daily opportunities for children to express 

their artistic ideas and engage with art and design and technology using a range of 

media and materials to support their imagination and creativity.  Nursery adults will 

support children’s exploration of different mark-making and joining techniques, 
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cutting skills and colour-mixing in response to children’s interests and needs.  They will 

also model how to use closed shapes with continuous lines to represent objects 

through drawing and painting and encourage children to ‘have a go’ creating their own 

shapes and lines to represent different things. 
 

Children will continue to explore a range of percussion instruments and ways in which 

their sounds can be changed.   They will also increase their repertoire of songs and 

rhymes as well as listen to a variety of different types of music. 
 

Children will continue to be encouraged to engage in small-world play and role-play for 

longer periods of time, using different objects to pretend stand for other things and 

more children will begin to create more intricate and complex small-world set ups.  

 

 



 
 

Term:  Summer 2 (2022) Year: Nursery   

Rationale:  This half-term children will be encouraged to develop their perseverance to become more independent.  They 

will continue to be encouraged to exercise good self-regulation and manage themselves in positive ways by playing cooperatively 

with one another with increasing care and respect for each other’s ideas and opinions.   

 

We will continue to promote healthy choices, including encouraging children to make health food choices, drinking water, self-

care routines and exercising.   We will also help children to understand the importance of caring for their own environment and 

the wider world by making good choices regarding recycling and looking after our world oceans and seas.  Children will also be 

offered opportunities to learn more about different cultures, climates and animals around the World, including rainforests, the 

African Savannah and creatures under the ocean. During this half-term, children will make Father’s Day cards to celebrate the 

father figures in their lives and World Music Day.  

Week 1:  We begin this half-term by taking a trip to the Rainforest using visual images and sound effects.  The children will be able to share and 

extend their knowledge of animals and people who live in the Rainforest.  They will be able to explore independently through small-world play; and 

with support using non-fiction books and digital media.  The children will be invited to create their own Rainforest bird art and draw and describe 

what animal they would be and why.  They will use their counting skills to add animals to a Rainforest background and explore making Rainforest 

animals sounds using talking tins for their friends to guess which animal they are. During PE the children will be using their hand-eye and 

coordination skills to practise our Sports Day activities.  
 

Week 2: This week begins with ‘A Rumble in the Jungle’ as we continue to explore the Rainforest.  The children will explore the different ways 

animals move and continue to use books and digital media to find out more about their chosen animals.  They will be invited to create their own 

animal mask and follow a trail using directional instructions to search for hidden animals, including those who use ‘camouflage’ to protect 

themselves. Our PE session will continue to focus on hand-eye and coordination skills to practise Sports Day activities.  We will be discussing how 

father’s/father figures are special and the children will create Father’s Day cards for their chosen person.  Our Jigsaw session will focus on ‘Falling 

out and Bullying’.    Weather permitting, our Sports Day is planned to take place on Wednesday morning of this week. 
 

Week 3:  This week we travel to Africa and the Savannah plains where we will meet and learn about lots of different animals that live here by going 

‘on safari’.  The children will be invited to use their fine motor skills to create African style necklaces and explore African drumming.  They will be 

able to develop their computer skills using an APP to decorate an elephant and practise using a keyboard to type their own name before saving their 

work.  This week the children will also be challenged to solve and record maths problems, using their own symbols, marks and numerals.    In PE we 

will be exploring different dance moves to represent the story of ‘We’re Going on a Lion Hunt’ (based on Michael Rosen’s ‘We’re Going on a Bear 

Hunt’). 
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Week 4: We stay in Africa this week, using the story ‘Handa’s Surprise’ as a stimulus to explore a different culture, more animals and a selection 

of fruits.  The children will be invited to explore African prints and create their own bright coloured ‘Adinkra’ style patterns.  They will also be able 

to explore the fruits in Handa’s basket using all of their senses.  They will be able to ‘have a go’ at weaving their own paper ‘fruit basket’.  The 

children will also create their own ‘sunset’ paintings and use their scissor skills to add silhouette African animals.  The children will also have a go at 

an African-themed number-ordering activity. Throughout the half-term we will be singing lots of animal-based songs and action rhymes.   
 

Week 5:  During the next two weeks, we will be exploring the local seaside and the World’s oceans and the wonderful creatures that live below the 

waves.  We will start at the seaside and explore the seashore.  The children will create 2D shape pictures and 3D structures based on the seaside. 

They will create suncatcher ‘stained glass’ collages and practise their scissor skills to add silhouette creatures from under the sea.  Everyone will 

have the chance to go on a treasure hunt in the large sandpit to try and find hidden numbers and shapes. The children will also practise their 

number skills by having a go at an ocean-themed counting game on the iPad.  

 

Week 6: We begin this week sharing a picture book called ‘Where’s the Starfish’ to stimulate a discussion about pollution in the ocean and develop 

children’s understanding of the need to respect and care for our environment.  We will use our water tray for children to ‘rescue’ different sea 

creatures from plastic and other ‘rubbish’ that has been ‘dumped’ in the water.  They will be able to develop their mark-making skills by decorating 

foil fish.  The children will practise their scissor and counting skills when creating their own octopus. They will also use the magnetic rods to catch 

fish from the ocean. 
  

Outcomes for children:  

To develop more independence by persevering and keep trying to achieve a personal goal.  To show more resilience, and self-regulation 

skills by making good choices.  As a result, they will develop greater respect and care for themselves, others and the environment, 

locally and beyond.  To develop their understanding of a different way of life and be able to talk about differences between themselves 

and others in a respectful way.   


