
 
 

Our Curriculum 
 
 

Communication and Language  
Continue to build vocabulary effectively, Adults will comment on what children are 

interested in or doing and echo back what they say with new vocabulary added, 

including using prepositions and personal pronouns.   Children will continue to be 

encouraged and supported also through their play to use imaginative, descriptive and 

technical vocabulary to describe their observations, actions and ideas.      

 

Children will continue to have free access to a range of stories (including those with 

just pictures and children’s favourites) non-fiction books, nursery rhymes and story 

props to develop vocabulary, story language and knowledge and understanding of things 

that interest them, and to continue to develop their love of stories.    

 

Adults will continue to read stories daily, modelling story language and pointing out 

features of books such as the title, author and illustrator as well as rhyming words, 

and changes in font; and encourage children to notice and talk about the illustrations.  

Children will be encouraged and supported in remembering and recall story sequences, 

characters, settings and events.    

 

In addition to children’s interests, this half-term we will also offer fiction and non-

fiction books based around night-time, including nocturnal animals and people who work 

at night.  We will also be celebrating Chinese New Year, which will include comparing 

religious and cultural celebrations, sampling foods and exploring and talking about 

music and dance.    

 

Social interactions, welcoming new children; during daily ‘snack and chat’ and 

lunchtimes will continue to be encouraged and supported. 

 

Different languages will be used for greetings during registration. 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional  
Through positive interactions and modelling in a range of contexts, adults will: 

Work towards building warm and supportive relationships with new starter Nursery children 

and:  

 

Continue to build strong, warm and supportive relationships with children to enable them to 

learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others.  

Continue to support children to manage their emotions and develop a positive sense of 

themselves.  

Continue to support children to begin to set themselves simple goals and develop confidence in 

own abilities. 

Continue to support children to develop persistence and wait for what they want. 

Encourage and support children to build new relationships with peers and seek out peers to 

share experiences with.  

Continue to support new friendships and co-operation and, where necessary, help to resolve 

conflicts peaceably 

Children will continue to be encouraged and supported to work towards managing their 

personal needs independently, including toileting and washing hands.   

Children will continue to be taught to understand ways to look after own bodies, including how 

to look after their teeth through daily hygiene routines.   

Children will be reminded of boundaries and Nursery rules to keep themselves and others safe 

and to develop a sense of responsibility and respect for others and their environment.  

Children will continue to be encouraged to show and talk about their work and develop a sense 

of pride by displaying their work in their own space  

Continuous provision area will continue to be enhanced based on children’s ideas and interests – 

children will be involved in decision making.  

Physical development  
We will continue to support children to develop core strength, stability, balance, 

spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility by offering a wide range of gross physical 

activities: 

Literacy 
Our Nursery team will continue to promote a love of reading by sharing and talking about a 

range of quality texts.  Children will be encouraged to join in and talk about familiar stories, 

(including recognising rhyme and completing rhyming couplets).  Continuous provision will be 

enhanced to reflect children’s interests and support creative play around stories to promote 

Our Learning Value:  

 

 
 

Healthy Mind – Relaxation (Relax Kids), Colour Monster Jars 
SMSC – Celebrating similarities and differences, Jigsaw  
Mindfulness – Being aware of own feelings and showing awareness of 
others’ feelings – beginning to show some empathy 

Healthy Body – Washing hands, toileting, PE, Snack, Oral hygiene, water 
intake    
PE – Climbing with increasing confidence and moving in different ways on 
apparatus  
Forest School –  Woodland, nocturnal animals  
Healthy Eating – Snack  



 
 

✓ Weekly PE lessons: moving in different ways, including changing direction and 

at different levels with increasing control and refinement on small and large 

apparatus 

✓ Outdoors: climbing large, fixed equipment with confidence; traveling along 

balance beams; moving and negotiating loose parts including crates, tyres, 

large cable reels and wooden planks; manipulating smaller equipment such as 

bats, balls, hoops and beanbags. 

✓ large scale mark-making using a range of media and materials such as paint, 

water, sticks, brushes, playground chalks and sponges. 
 

Fine Motor skills activities such as ‘funky fingers’ (see planning); playing with small 

loose parts, small world people, animals and vehicles and arts and crafts using a range 

of media and materials and practising using small tools will support the development of 

hand-eye coordination, finger strength, proficiency, control and confidence.  
 

Good practise regarding health will also continue to be promoted through developing 

children’s independence in managing their personal needs, including toileting and 

washing hands, making healthy snack choices and using cutlery to feed themselves.  

We will also be promoting good oral health and the importance of daily toothbrushing.  
 

 

the use of new vocabulary and story language and story sequencing.  Adults will continue to 

model these skills and new vocabulary.    
 

Adults will continue to draw children’s attention to different forms of print by modelling 

reading items such as instructions, recipes logos, signs and menus in an increasing print rich 

environment that to reflect children’s interests and everyday scenarios.  They will also model 

writing such as creating lists, writing messages and labels.  Children will be encouraged to add 

‘writing’ to their drawings and paintings and talk about them to represent their name and 

articulate their ideas as well as ‘write’ their own lists and labels etc for different purposes.  

They will also be encouraged to look at and begin to recognise their name on their coat pegs 

and personal displays.  
 

Children will build on their repertoire of rhymes and songs to recall and sing (from different 

cultures).  We will play with songs and rhymes by changing words of familiar tunes to create 

new songs and rhymes and encourage children to clap their rhythms.   
 

Large scale sensory ‘messy’ play will continue to be offered as well as a range of finer mark-

making tools materials and media for children to manipulate and explore.  
 

Maths  
Children will be encouraged to continue practising counting throughout our continuous 

provision by touching or moving each item saying one number name for each item in 

stable order 1,2,3,4,5….   Adults will model subitising 2/3 items throughout nursery to 

help develop children’s understanding of the relationship between numbers and the 

patterns within them. Adults will continue to model writing numerals to match 

quantities so that children begin to become more familiar with their identities and be 

encouraged to represent numbers themselves through play.  

 

Adults will continue to support children’s play by commenting on what they are doing 

and echo back what they say using mathematical language, including positional 

language; shape names and properties; language linked to patterns and promoting a 

fascination with large numbers.   

Understanding the World 
In pretend play, we will continue to encourage children to imitate everyday actions and events 

from their own family and cultural background and share these with their peers.  Children will 

be encouraged to talk about different celebrations such as Christmas, Diwali and Hanukkah 

and learn how Chinese New Year is celebrated.  Our Nursery Team will continue to model 

positive attitudes about differences between people and encourage children to develop their 

knowledge and understanding with respect for others through activities such as circle time 

games and JIGSAW.  

 

Children will continue to have access to a range of age-appropriate technology equipment 

including cameras and accessing educational programmes on the interactive whiteboard.  

 

Expressive Arts & Design 
Our creative area will continue to offer daily opportunities for children to express 

their artistic ideas and engage with art and design and technology using a range of 

media and materials to support their imagination and creativity.  Nursery adults will 

support children’s exploration of different mark-making and joining techniques, 

cutting skills and colour-mixing in response to children’s interests and needs.  They will 

Forest School 

  



 
 

also model how to use closed shapes with continuous lines to represent objects 

through drawing and painting and encourage children to ‘have a go’ creating their own 

shapes and lines to represent different things. 

 

Children will continue to explore a range of percussion instruments and ways in which 

their sounds can be changed.   They will also increase their repertoire of songs and 

rhymes.   They will also explore different music from different cultures, including 

China as we celebrate Chinese New Year and create our own Dragon dances.  

 

Children will be encouraged to engage in small-world play and role-play for longer 

periods of time, using different objects to pretend stand for other things and more 

children will begin to create more intricate and complex small-world set ups.  

 

 



 
 

Term:  Spring 1 (2022) Year: Nursery  

 

Rationale: This half-term children will be supported to welcome and play cooperatively with our new starter children as well as continue 

to develop friendships with their current peers.  They will continue to explore feelings and behaviours and develop an understanding of how 

we are all different and special in our own unique ways.  Opportunities throughout the half-term to support this include new starter children 

joining our Nursery and celebrating Chinese New Year, St Valentine’s Day and National Storytelling Day as well as taking part in Safer 

Internet Day. 

Wk1 We will begin by welcoming back our existing Nursery children and new starter children and their families.   We will talk about what we have 

been thankful for over the Christmas holiday, e.g, a special outing with family, a delicious Christmas dinner, a special gift, doing a special activity – 

like baking etc. The children will then be invited to draw their own a picture to thank their family for a lovely Christmas and attempt to ‘write’ their 

‘thanks’ and name on their picture.  We will also be exploring positional language.   
 

Wk2 This week we will begin by asking our big question: “What happens while we’re sleeping?”  - holding small group discussions, we aim to elicit 

children’s ideas about e.g., people who work at night, nocturnal animals.  We will encourage children to generate questions about what they would like 

to find out.  We will share the stories ‘Owl Babies’ by Martin Waddell and ‘The Way Back Home’ by Oliver Jeffers.  We will create an ‘Owl Babies’ 

sensory tuff tray and dark cave for children to explore as well as creating their own nocturnal animal collages. Each week we will also engage 

children in a range of maths-based activities to develop their skills and understanding of numbers, patterns and shape and measures.  This week will 

also see the start of small group phonics and ‘Funky Finger’ sessions.  
  

Wk3 This week we will share PPT about people who work at night.  Afterwards we will create a role-play area based on children’s interest and 

questions about an area of night-time work. We will continue to teach a range of maths concepts to develop children’s skills and understanding as 

well as daily phonics and ‘funky finger’ activities to develop pre-reading and pre-writing skills.  The children will practise their scissor and colour-

mixing skills by making their own nocturnal hedgehog cut-outs.  They will also be encouraged to ‘tune into’ some lively music to clap along to.  
 

Wk4 This week we will explore how we get ‘night and day’ by carrying out a simple experiment using a globe and torch.  We will talk about things 

that we do during the day and during the night to help the children complete a sorting activity.  We will look at and discuss ‘Starry Night’ painting 

by Vincent Van Gogh before inviting the children to create their own night-time paintings. During this week we will learn to retell the story of Pi 

Corbett’s ‘Mr Wiggle and Mr Waggle’ with actions. 
 

Wk5 We start this week by celebrating National Storytelling Day.  We will record our retelling of ‘Mr Wiggle and Mr Waggle’ for parents to watch 

on Tapestry.  This week we will also be celebrating Chinese New Year and comparing it to other festivals that we have already celebrated in 

Nursery (Diwali, Hanukkah and Christmas).  We will listen to Chinese music and watch a Dragon Dance video before creating our own Dragon dances 

during our PE session.  We will share the story of how the Chinese Zodiac was created and find out which animal represents our years of birth.  We 

will also make Chinese Lanterns and sample some Chinese food.   
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Wk6 During our final week of this half-term, we will review what we have learned about what happens while we are asleep at night.  On Tuesday, we 

will look at how to keep safe on the internet.  We will also be learning about how we celebrate St Valentine’s Day.  The children will be invited to 

create a special heart using paint for someone special to them and learning about ‘symmetry’ during the activity.   

 

Outcomes for children:  

Be more aware of what happens during night-time.  Learn new vocabulary/understanding including ‘nocturnal’.  Gain greater awareness of similarities between 

different religious/cultural celebrations including ‘lights’ and special clothes, food, presents, music.   


