
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

A very warm welcome to Year One! We are very excited for the year ahead.  

In Chestnut class, Miss Jones is the teacher and Mrs Bird, Mrs Henderson and 
Mrs Gallagher are the Teaching Assistants.  In Maple Class, Miss Winthorpe is the 
class teacher, with Mr Wilson as HLTA and Mrs Armstrong and Miss Rothery as 
the Teaching Assistants.  Mrs Charlwood also teaches Maple Class on a Monday 
morning, along with their forest sessions. 

 

If at any time, you have any worries or concerns - no matter how small - 
please make contact with your class teacher. We will be more than happy 
to discuss them with you as we do not want anyone to worry about anything 
during this very important year at school. As we still have ongoing Covid-19 
safety measures in place, a great way to contact us is by using our year group 
email. 

These are: maple@ashfieldinf.cumbria.sch.uk  

        chestnut@ashfieldinf.cumbria.sch.uk 

 

Thank you for your support and we look forward to an exciting year ahead! 

 

The Autumn term’s fabulous topic is entitled ‘Heroes and Villains’ We will begin-
ning with ‘People Who Help Us’. We will be doing lots of focus around well-being, 
social and emotional skills, building relationships and getting to know each other.  

 

Strive for Five 

If your child reads five times per week at home (shown in their planner) then a 
ticket will be placed in the box and a lucky winner will be drawn each half term. 
They will win a book token. This is always very successful and we hope to continue 
this success through the year ahead with your support. Daily reading is so  

important for children to become successful , confident readers and reading daily 
at home makes a huge difference to children. We provide lots of opportunities for 
reading in school including small group guided reading sessions. We kindly ask you 
to help with this at home.  

Reading for Pleasure 

Reading for pleasure is also very important. Children can take part in our ‘Reading 
for Pleasure’ initiative whereby they record in a ‘reading for pleasure’ record book 
the books that they read at home (not their reading books). When they have read 
50 books they can choose a special book to take home and keep forever. This can 
be a book read to the child by an adult - for example, a bedtime story.  

Forest Schools 

Additional information will be sent out when Forest School is back up and running. 
Mrs Charlwood will plan outdoor learning opportunities  within the school grounds 
when the children are not in the Forest. Children will need to come in PE kits on 
these days and have wellies and waterproofs. Please ensure these are named.  

Maple Class—Tuesday 

Chestnut Class—Friday  
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Welcome  

Autumn 1 



PE  

PE will continue as normal this year, and children will come to school in their PE kit on this 
day. PE kit will consist of a plain yellow/gold PE T-shirt,  black or grey leggings/joggers, 
plain trainers and their school jumper. PE will be outdoors as much as possible. Chestnut 

class will have PE on a Thursday and Maple class will now have PE on a Wednesday.  

 

Cool Milk 

Now your child is 5 they no longer receive milk for free. If you would like your child to con-
tinue to have milk in school you will need to register and pay for it via the Cool Milk website. 

The address is www.coolmilk.com 

 

Lunches 

Please make sure that school lunches are pre-ordered at home.  

Your child will need a pre-filled and clearly named water bottle in school every day. This 
should be filled with water only. They will use their own water bottle for lunch time.  

 

Golden ticket 

Every half term children focus on a core value in school. This half term we will be focusing 
on having Good Manners as part of our core value of respect. Children are awarded gold-
en tickets for demonstrating these core values in and around school. At the end of the half 

term a name is selected from the box and the child with the chosen ticket will receive a 
prize.  

 

Tapestry 

In Year 1 we will continue to use Tapestry to share children’s learning. You can also share 
learning experiences or exciting news and events from home too. We look forward to  

sharing all the exciting learning experiences with you.  

 

Good to be Green  

We use Good to be Green in class to promote positive behaviour. Every child has a set of 
cards in their classroom. Green—excellent behaviour choices, Blue—Stop ’n’ Think about 

your choices,  

Yellow—Warning, Red—Consequence (Mrs Field will speak to any child on a red card.)   

On Friday’s there will be a Star of the week and Good to be Green assembly to celebrate 
children’s achievements.  

 

End of day arrangements 

Please can we kindly ask that Maple parents stand near the ramp for the entrance to Maple 
Class and Chestnut Class parents stand on the opposite side near the steps. Please wait for 
your child’s name to be called and step forward to collect your child to make the transition 

from staff to parents run smoothly. Thank you for your support with this.  

 

Please make sure all uniform, PE kits and coat have your child’s name on. 

We look forward to a wonderful year ahead in Year 1. 



 

Vision Statement:  
An incredible journey... 

English 

In English we will be using the book Ruby’s Worry by Tom Percival. The children will be talking about themselves, their interests and 
likes, special people and moments in their lives. We will focus on talking about and sharing how to express, recognise and manage emo-
tions. Throughout this unit the children will be responding to the story and relating to personal experiences, they will talk about the 
characters in the story and write in the role of a character. They will map out the main events in the story and make their own simple 
stories by sequencing events. We will then move onto non-fiction work, looking at people who help us. We will be writing lists and simple 
sentence with capital letter and full stops.  

Maths 

In Year One we  will be following to White Rose maths scheme. Our focus for the first four weeks will be learning about place value up to 
10. We will be counting forwards and back,  ordering  and comparing quantities and numbers,  finding 1 more / less,  using ordinal numbers 
(1st, 2nd 3rd etc) and we will be introducing number lines. We then move on to focus on addition. We will be introducing parts and wholes 
to solve addition problems, using the addition symbol, finding number bonds within 10 and comparing number bonds.  

DT 

In Design and Technology we will be focusing on construction. We will be developing cutting and joining skills to de-
sign and make a house from 1666 when the Great Fire of London took place. We will be evaluating our work and talk-
ing about what worked well or what they might do differently next time.   

History  

In History we are Learning about a significant event (The Great Fire of London). We will be learning about where London is,  the story 
of The Great Fire of London, where the fire spread and why, and Samuel Peyps’ diary,  

  

Physical development  

Our focus this half term is games. We will be learning the skills of running, galloping, and dodging and ball skills such as; catching, drib-
bling a ball with the feet and kicking.  

Personal, Social, Emotional Development 

Using the Jigsaw scheme our focus is ‘ Being Me in the World.’ We will be thinking about how help others to feel welcome, trying to make 
our community a better place, as well as thinking about everyone's right to learn,  We will be then focusing on caring about other peoples 
feelings, how we work with others and creating a class learning charter.  

This is what we will be learning this half term …. 

Science  

In Science our focus is Seasonal Changes.. We will be observing the movement of the sun throughout the day, observing changes across 
the seasons,  looking at what the weather is typically like in each season,  activities and clothing suitable for different seasons and the 
length of the days in each of the four seasons.  

Music  

In Music our focus is Singing games. We will experience pitch and duration as well as using our voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs, chants with others.  We will then perform these songs and chants.  

RE  

The last week of term is our RE focus week. This half term we will be learning about caring for others. This ‘Caring for Others’ unit will 
teach your child how they can be kind to each other and look after one another. Children will learn about kindness and the importance of 
caring for others, by exploring the values of different religions. This includes reading stories from different faiths and learning about 
religious festivals and practices.  

Computing  

This term pupils will be learning about the strand of Computing called Computer Science.  Pupils will be learning how to write precise, pur-
poseful instructions for robots and computer programs.   



The Ashfield Way’ At Ashfield we…..  

 Are not just a school, we are a caring family  

 Value our differences and respect ourselves and others  

 Work together to achieve our full potential  

 Are proud to do our very best at all times  

 Nurture and care for nature and  ourselves  

 Follow our school rules to keep everyone safe  

 Make a contribution to our school community and the world beyond our classroom  

Pick and Mix Homework activities 

These are activities you can do with your child at home to support their learning throughout the half term.  
You can ‘pick and mix’ the activities you wish to do and when you do them.  It will be lovely if your child shares 
what they have done at home with us . This half terms  pick and mix activities are:- 

• Go for an autumn walk. What do you notice? Can you write about your walk or draw what you found / 
see? 

• Practice your number/letter formation. 

• Count forwards and backwards within 20.  

• Practice reciting number bonds within 10. This online game is a fun way to help. 
www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

• Keep a diary about how you are feeling and make comments about what has made you feel that way.  

• Find out about fire safety. Make a poster to inform people how to stay safe.  

• Make a model house out of lego, blocks, playdough, junk modelling (cardboard boxes etc). 




