
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to our final half-term in Reception! We hope that you have all had a lovely break 
and are well rested, ready for the busy weeks ahead.  

Our topic this half term is ‘Splash’ and our core value is ‘Independence’. The children will be given 
golden tickets for showing independence and resilience. One child from each class with the most 
golden tickets at the end of the half term will be awarded with a prize.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your ongoing support. It does not go 
unnoticed and is very much appreciated. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask 
and we will do all that we can to help.  

Miss Olvanhill and Miss McTear 

 

Reading 

Strive for 5— If your child reads their school book five times per week at home then a ticket will be 
placed in the Strive for Five box and a lucky prize winner will be drawn at the end of each half 
term. Please write in your child’s planner every time that they have read their school book with 
you at home so that they can be rewarded for all of their hard work.  

Reading for Pleasure— Write the book title down in your reading for pleasure book each time you 
read a book that is not your school reading book. We have had lots of children so far that have  
received a prize from Mrs Field for reading 50 or more books. Keep going!  

Class Author—Each class will choose an ’Author of the half term’. This will displayed in the     
classroom along with a range of books by that author. Birch Class have chosen Michael Bond this 
half term and Elm Class have chosen ??? 

Snack and Chat 

This half term snack and chat will be a contribution of £3.50 to be paid within the first week of 
school. Please place in a named envelope in your child’s book bag. Thank you.  

PE 

This half term our PE focus will continue to be ball skills. The children will continue to come to 
school already in their PE kits.  

Water bottles 

Please ensure that you send your child with a filled water bottle every day. As we are a healthy 
school, please only send water in bottles and not juice.  

Sun safety 

As the weather is starting to get warmer, on sunny days, please make sure that you send your 
child to school with a named sun hat that covers their ears and neck and apply long-lasting sun 
cream before the start of school. You may want to send a clearly labelled personal supply of sun 
cream to school with your child so that they can reapply it during the school day if they need to.  

Purple Mash 

New tasks will be set each Monday so that the children have a full week to complete them. Please 
do try to log on as often as possible so that your child becomes more confident and independent 
when using Purple Mash. If you need reminded of your username and password, please do just let 
us know.  

End of Year Trip + Teddy Bears Picnic 

We are very excited to say that we have planned our end of year trip to Maryport Aquarium on 
Wednesday 9th July. More information will follow on a separate letter. We are going to end our 
fantastic year in Reception with a ‘Teddy Bears Picnic’. Again, more information to follow.   
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Summer 2 2022 



Vision Statement:  
An incredible journey... 

Our Learning Journey; 

Week 1:  We will begin this half-term by reading a story called ‘Billy’s Bucket’ By Kes Gray.  The children will use 
their imagination as we look inside a bucket of our own to see what magical things lie at the bottom. We will then 
write a list of all of the things that we have imagined to see. In Art, we will look at some pictures of the sea and will 
use a range of materials as we create water colour pictures to add to our classroom display. In Maths, we will learn 
how to find half of an amount or number. The children will halve quantities by sharing items into 2 equal groups 
and will learn to emphasise the idea of half as being one of two equal parts.  

Week 2: This week in Literacy, we will carry out some research as we find out about animals that live under the sea. 
We will make links to the creatures that were in the story ‘Billy’s Bucket’ as we discuss what we already know about 
them and what other things we would like to find out. From this, we will create a poster or a leaflet about          
underwater animals.  In Science, we will experiment with floating and sinking as we try to make a boat for a pirate. 
We will think carefully about the materials that we use so that they are fit for purpose. Will it float or will it sink?  
In Maths, as the children will have learned how to share a set of objects into two equals groups when halving, we 
will expand on this as we learn how to share a set of objects in to more than two equal groups. The children will 
notice that sometimes there are items left over when they share or group and will be encouraged to come up with 
their own suggestions for how to resolve this. 

Week 3: We will share a story called ‘Hooray for Fish’ by Lucy Cousins. The children will then use their imagination 
as they design a fish and write some descriptive sentences to give some reasons as to why they have chosen to design 
their fish this way. In Art, the children will explore colour mixing. Our Maths focus will be even and odd numbers 
and amounts. The children will begin to understand that some quantities will share equally into two groups and 
some won’t. They may also notice that some quantities can be grouped into pairs and some will have one left over. 
We will provide opportunities for them to explore these ideas in different contexts as they work and talk about what 
they notice. 

Week 4: This week, we will focus on a story called ‘The Storm Whale’ by Benji Davies. We will learn some more about 
non-fiction books as we look at information books about different types of whales to help us to create our own fact 
books. In Science and Geography, we will learn about physical, environmental and natural features of a seaside   
environment and what we can do to help to protect it. Our Maths focus this week will be ‘Patterns and               
Relationships’. Children will be given opportunities to explore and investigate relationships between numbers and 
shapes. We will use classroom resources based around a standard unit such as Cuisenaire rods, pattern blocks and 
unit construction blocks to help them to explore these relationships. Children should also continue to copy, continue 
and create a widening range of repeating patterns and symmetrical constructions. 

Week 5: Our RE theme this half term is ‘Special Places’ and we will start by thinking about our homes. What is a 
house? What does a house need? What do we need inside our house? We will look at some photographs of houses 
and will talk about their similarities, differences and why every house is special to the people who live there. We will 
then look at some houses from around the world and make comparisons. We will re-visit spatial reasoning in Maths 
as the children learn to understand that we can make maps and plans to represent places and use these to see where 
things are in relation to other things. We will provide opportunities for them to create their own maps to represent 
the models they build, familiar places and places in stories. They will use programmable toys as they do this. 

Weeks 6+7: We will spend our last two weeks in Reception having lots of fun and making memories doing all of our 
favourite things. We will look back at our time in Reception with fond memories as we celebrate with a teddy bears 
picnic and an end of year celebration.  

Dates for the diary… 

Monday 6th June - Summer term 2 begins 

Wednesday 8th June - School Photographs 

Thursday 9th June - Sports Day. 9:20am start, parents 
are to arrive by 9am.  

Wednesday 22nd June - Move up day 

Monday 4th July - End of year reports sent home 

Wednesday 6th July - Reception trip to Maryport   
Aquarium.  

Wednesday 13th July - Summer Fayre 

Wednesday 20th July - End of school year 

Reminders 

 Book bags and planners are to be brought to school 
every day. 

 Please make sure that your child’s reading book is in 
their planner every day so that we are able to read 
with your child at school too.  

 Please regularly check your child’s book bag for letters 
and for notes in their planner.  

 Birch Class will have PE every Wednesday. Elm Class 
will have PE every Friday. Please remember to wear PE 
kit on this day. 

  

 

         


