
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to our final term in Reception! We hope that you have all had a lovely Easter break 
and are well rested, ready for the busy weeks ahead. We are so very proud of the many things that 
the children achieved last half term and are looking forward to watching them grow and progress 
over the next few weeks.  

Our topic this half term is ‘Down at the bottom of the garden’ and our core value is ‘Community’. 
The children will be given golden tickets for taking tare of both our school community and of the 
wider community too. One child from each class with the most golden tickets at the end of the half 
term will be awarded with a prize.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your ongoing support. It does not go 
unnoticed and is very much appreciated. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask 
and we will do all that we can to help.  

Miss Olvanhill and Miss McTear 

 

Reading 

Strive for 5— If your child reads their school book five times per week at home then a ticket will be 
placed in the Strive for Five box and a lucky prize winner will be drawn at the end of each half 
term. Please write in your child’s planner every time that they have read their school book with 
you at home so that they can be rewarded for all of their hard work.  

Reading for Pleasure— Write the book title down in your reading for pleasure book each time you 
read a book that is not your school reading book. We have had lots of children so far that have  
received a prize from Mrs Field for reading 50 or more books. Keep going!  

Class Author—Each class will choose an ’Author of the half term’. This will displayed in the     
classroom along with a range of books by that author. Birch Class have chosen Judith Kerr this 
half term and Elm Class will enjoy a range of traditional tales.  

 

Snack and Chat 

This half term snack and chat will be a contribution of £3 to be paid within the first week of 
school. Please place in a named envelope in your child’s book bag. Thank you.  

 

PE 

This half term our PE focus will be ball skills. The children will continue to come to school already 
in their PE kits.  

Earrings 

For health and safety reasons, earrings must be removed on the days that your child has PE so 
that they are able to take part. It is very important that the children take part in PE lessons as this 
is a part of our curriculum. Earrings should be covered over with a plaster on all other days. Thank 
you or your support with this. 

Water bottles 

Please ensure that you send your child with a filled water bottle every day. As we are a healthy 
school, please only send water in bottles and not juice.  

Purple Mash 

New tasks will be set each Monday so that the children have a full week to complete them. Please 
do try to log on as often as possible so that your child becomes more confident and independent 
when using Purple Mash. If you need reminded of your username and password, please do just let 
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Summer 1 2022 



Vision Statement:  
An incredible journey... 

Our Learning Journey; 
Week 1: In maths, the children will be encouraged to build and identify numbers to 20 (and beyond) using a range of   
resources. They will learn to see that larger numbers are composed of full 10s and part of the next 10.  In Literacy, our  
focus text to introduce our topic will be ‘Aaaarrgghh Spider’ By Lydia Monks. The children will learn that creepy-crawlies 
are nothing to be scared of and that we should in fact, care for them and the environment that they live in. They will use 
their imagination as they write sentences about if they would like a spider for a pet and why. We will use a range of    
resources to make a moving minibeast in DT.  We will make observations of living things as we go on a scavenger hunt in 
and around the school grounds. We will then make a list of all the creatures that we found so that we can sort them into 
categories based on their characteristics. 

Week 2: The children will continue to count on and back beyond 10 this week. We will provide representations which  
clearly show the full 10s and the part of 10, for example, 14 is one full ten and then four. The children will be encouraged 
to count on or back from different starting points, to say what comes before or after a given number and to place sequences 
of numbers in order.  Our focus text this week will be ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ By Eric Carle. We will look closely at 
the similarities and differences between a caterpillar and a butterfly and will learn about their lifecycle, sequencing a set of 
pictures to represent this. Now that we know about a wider range of minibeasts, we will write our own ‘What am I?’    
riddles too as we think of clues to describe a chosen minibeast, writing them as simple sentences.  We will also become  
artists in the style of Vincent Van Gough as we make some observational drawings of some sunflowers to add to our   
classroom display. 

Week 3: This week in maths, the children will develop their spatial reasoning skills. They will match arrangements of 
shapes as they use positional language to describe where the shapes are in relation to one another. Our focus text for the 
next two weeks will be the traditional tale, ‘Jack and the Beanstalk.’  Our class teacher will show us some magic beans as 
they explain that they were found on the way to school this morning.  We will focus on speaking and listening skills as we 
ask and answer: What do we think they are? What should we do with them? Where did they come from? and What do we 
think they are for? In Science, we will learn about the different parts of a plant and will have a go at labelling a diagram, 
learning about the purpose of each part. 

Week 4: The children will use real objects to see that the quantity of a group can be changed by adding more. The first, 
then, now structure will be used to create mathematical stories in meaningful contexts. E.g. First there were 2 people on the 
bus. Then 2 more people get on. Now there are 4 people on the bus altogether. As we re-read the story ‘Jack and the   
Beanstalk’, we will think more about the character of Jack as we write some simple sentences to best describe him. We will 
also think about the character of the giant as we record in a speech bubble something that he is saying.  We will research 
how to care for a plant and will find out what plants need in order to grow. We will plant some seeds of our own and 
cross our fingers that we can nurture them well! We will conduct a science experiment as we place some planted seeds in 
different conditions and watch what happens over time. 

Week 5: The children will use real objects to see that a quantity of a group can be changed by taking items away. Again, 
the first, then, now structure can be used to create mathematical stories in meaningful contexts. They will be encouraged 
to count out all items at the start, take away the required amount practically and then subitise or recount to see how 
many are left. ‘The Enormous Turnip’ will be our focus text in Literacy for the next two weeks. The children will work in 
pairs or small groups to  create a story map charting the main events of the story. They will draw the scenes at each stage 
and add repeated text from the story, their own descriptions, or speech bubbles for the characters. We will learn about dif-
ferent occupations and ways of life as we look at the job that a farmer does. We will learn about where food comes from as 
surprisingly it doesn’t just come from ‘the shop’ as we may think it does. 

Week 6: The children will now understand that shapes can be combined and separated to make new shapes. We will     
provide opportunities for them to fit shapes together and break shapes apart and to notice the new shapes that they have 
created. In Literacy, we will write a simple re-tell of the story as we make our own book to share.  We will learn more 
about the seasons as we find that spring is seen as the season that welcomes new life. We will learn about animals and 
their young, the difference  between the four seasons and the changes that may occur during this time.  

Dates for the diary… 

Wednesday 20th April - Summer term 1 begins 

Wednesday 27th April - Reception hearing tests  

Monday 2nd May - Bank holiday (school closed) 

Week beginning 23rd May - Queens jubilee celebrations + 
British Values week 

Friday 27th May - End of Summer term 1 

Monday 6th June - Summer term 2 begins 

Reminders 

 Book bags and planners are to be brought to school 
every day. 

 Please make sure that your child’s reading book is in 
their planner every day so that we are able to read 
with your child at school too.  

 Please regularly check your child’s book bag for letters 
and for notes in their planner.  

 Everything that belongs to your child needs to be 
clearly named to avoid things getting lost.  

 Birch Class will have PE every Wednesday. Elm Class 
will have PE every Friday. Please remember to wear PE 
kit on this day. 


