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May 2022 End of Half term  
 
Dear Friends and Families,   
 
Welcome to our last Newsletter for the end of Summer 1! We have had SUCH a fantastic end of half term, 
and a huge thank you to our wonderful team at AINS for making it so memorable for the children. It was 
‘Thank a Teacher Day’ on Thursday this week – I am sure that like me, you are appreciative of the extra 
mile our adults in school go to every day to help and support the children. Well done and thank you to 
team Ashfield! 
 
School Photographs - Individual school photographs are booked for June 8th in the morning. Children who 
have a sibling in school can be photographed together. We are unable to cater for children who are not in 
our school regrettably. If your child attends afternoon Nursery and you would like a photograph then 
please arrive at 8.30am. Please remember not to come in PE kit if it is normally your class Forest or PE 
morning! Thank you. 
 
Pet Encounter – We once again welcomed a host of amazing creatures into school, with Reception and 
Nursery meeting tarantulas, giant snails and a scorpion, to name but a few, as part of their topic on 
‘Minibeasts’. The children were fascinated to learn all about the creatures and their habitats. We are proud 
that our children are learning how important their role is as the future guardians of our planet.  
 
Reading Café – Thank you to everyone who came to our Reading Cafes. It was a JOY to see family members 
back in school and the children loved having you. We hope it has inspired you to keep reading and sharing 
stories at home as much as you can.  
 
Year 1 Phonics Screening Check – Children in Year 1 take their Phonics Screening Check during the first 
week back after half term, starting 6th June. Please make sure children are in school! Thank you. 
 
Sports Day – On 9th June we will be holding our Sports Day for Reception to Year 2 at Workington 
Academy, on their Sports Field. Please see the letter on tapestry for more information, and we apologise 
for the typo with the date being incorrect. 
 
British Values Week – To celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee we held our British Values week this week. The 
children did an amazing job of learning some traditional dances from different cultures, from countries as 
diverse as Africa and Scotland. Well done everyone for your enthusiasm when taking part. 
 



 

Year 1 Singing – Year 1 visited Amathea Care Home on Thursday and sang to entertain the residents. Lots 
of favourite tunes were enjoyed and it was wonderful to see our children spreading joy and bringing 
happiness to some older members of our community. Well done Year 1. 
 
Today we held our ‘Thank You’ Day for the Queen! The children have been creating Jubilee inspired crafts 
this week, and have made beautiful flags, crowns, bunting and models and their own portable picnic lunch 
in food technology. Reception even have a royal role play corner where you can meet Her Majesty and a 
corgi! We enjoyed our picnic tea party at lunchtime and then for a very special treat in the afternoon, we 
enjoyed a magic show for Reception and KS1. Nursery had a magical day of adventuring in the Forest.  A 
great British Day Out for the whole school, and well done everyone on your splendid outfits! 
 
New Starter information session 9th June – This is our New Starters Welcome session for parents of 
children who are starting Reception in September 2022. The session is in the school hall at 4.30pm.  
Our Nursery New Starter Welcome session is on the 20th June at 4pm. Please note both these sessions are 
for parents only. 
 
Attendance – We are monitoring attendance closely. 90% or below is considered persistent absence. We 
will contact parents if we have concerns about low attendance. Holiday absence will not be authorised in 
term time, except in the case of exceptional circumstances and that in the case of children with persistent 
absence, it may be that an attendance action plan is required.  We are obliged to inform all parents that 
the local authority guidance is that unauthorised absences, including holidays that have not been 
sanctioned by the headteacher, are accumulated and parents who fail to ensure regular attendance of 
their children at school can be issued with a Fixed Penalty Notice under Section 444 of the Education Act 
1996. The amount is £60 (per parent per child) if paid within 21 days and £120 (per parent per child) if paid 
between 21 and 28 days. Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will result in prosecution, except in limited 
circumstances. 
 
School Arrivals/Departure – From the start of next half term, we will be returning to using the school 
footpath to the side of the car park entrance, to arrive/leave school as we no longer need a ‘one-way 
system’ brought in due to Covid-19. The gates at the bottom of the car park will be closed.  
Please can we ask that parents from Nursery and Year 1 walk up the footpath to the main entrance and 
then turn left along the area cordoned off by the blue bollards to walk round to the Nursery gate at the top 
of the car park, and continue round to Year 1. 
Reception will use the main playground gate to walk round onto the main playground and Year 2 will wait 
under the cherry tree at the top of the footpath, outside the main playground gate.   
 
Dates for your diary: 
4th June – Children’s Tea Party in Vulcan’s Park; make a hat and wear it to the party! 
22nd June Move Up morning for children in school 
6th July – Reception Aquarium Trip 
13th July – Provisional Date Summer Fair 
Year 2 Leaver’s Assembly for parents – 2pm Monday 18th July 
20th July – End of term 
 
Thank you for all your continued support this half term. Please enjoy a lovely break with your families, and 
we hope there is some fine weather on the way to make the most of your time off together over the extra-
special bank holiday weekend. Whatever your plans, stay safe and we look forward to welcoming you all 
back on Monday 6th June for the final half term of the school year. 
 
Warmest wishes, 
Mrs Rachel Field, Headteacher 


