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Our Learning Value: Respect  Healthy Mind – Relaxation (Relax Kids) Jigsaw.  
 
SMSC – Celebrating Differences 
 
Mindfulness - Thinking about how others feel. Relax Kids, 
yoga.  

Healthy Body – Independence in dressing, hand washing, 
toileting etc. PE, Snack and chat. Go Noodle.  
PE – Dance 
Forest School – Signs of Spring  
Healthy Eating  - Snack and Chat  

 

Children in Reception will be learning to (taken from development matters): 

Communication and Language 
 Understand how to listen carefully and why 

listening is important.  
 Learn new vocabulary and use it throughout 

the day. 
 Ask questions to find out more and to check 

they understand what has been said to them. 
 Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-

formed sentences. 
 Connect one idea or action to another. 
 Describe events in some detail. 
 Use talk to help work out problems and 

organise thinking and activities.  
 Develop social phrases. 
 Engage in story times.  
 Listen to and talk about stories to build 

familiarity and understanding.  
 Retell stories once they have developed a deep 

familiarity with the text.  
 Use new vocabulary in different contexts.  
 Listen carefully to rhymes and songs. 
 Learn rhymes, poems and songs.  
 Engage in non-fiction books.  
 Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction.  

Physical Development 
 Revise and refine the fundamental movement 

skills that they have already acquired such as 
rolling, crawling, walking, running, jumping, 
hopping, skipping and climbing.  

 Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, 
with developing control and grace.  

 Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, 
balance and agility needed to engage 
successfully with physical education and 
disciplines.  

 Develop their small motor skills so that they can 
use a range of tools competently, sagely and 
confidently.  

 Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good 
posture when sitting at a table or on the floor. 

 Combine different movements with ease and 
fluency.  

 Confidently and safely use a range of large and 
small apparatus indoors and outdoors.  

 Further develop and refine a range of ball skills.  
 Develop the foundations of a handwriting style 

which is fact, accurate and efficient.  
 Know and talk about the different factors that 

support their overall health and wellbeing.  
 Further develop the skills they need to manage 

the school day successfully.  
 

Understanding the World 
 Talk about members of their immediate 

family and community. 
 Name and describe people who are familiar 

to them.  
 Comment on images of familiar situations in 

the past.  
 Compare and contrast characters from 

stories. 
 Draw information from a simple map.  
 Understand that some places are special to 

members of their community.  
 Recognise that people have different beliefs 

and celebrate special times in different ways. 
 Recognise some similarities and differences 

between life in this country and life in other 
countries.  

 Explore the natural world around them. 
 Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst 

outside.  
 Recognise some environments that are 

different from the one in which they live.  
 Understand the effect of changing seasons on 

the natural world around them.  
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Mathematics  
 Count objects, actions and sounds.  
 Subitise. 
 Link the number symbol with its cardinal 

number value. 
 Count beyond 10. 
 Compare numbers. 
 Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ 

relationship between consecutive numbers.  
 Explore the composition of numbers to 10.  
 Automatically recall number bonds for 

numbers 0-5 and some to 10.  
 Select, rotate and manipulate shapes to 

develop spatial reasoning skills.  
 Compose and decompose shapes so that 

children recognise a shape can have other 
shapes within it, just as numbers can.  

 Continue, copy and create repeating patterns.  
 Compare length, weight and capacity.  
 

Literacy 
  Read individual letters by saying the sounds for 

them. 
 Blend sounds into words, so that they can read 

short words made up of known letter-sound 
correspondences.  

 Read some letter groups that each represent one 
sound and say sounds for them.  

 Read a few common exception words matched to 
the schools phonics programme (NNP).  

 Read simple phrases and sentence made up f 
words with known letter-sound correspondences. 

 Re-read these books to build up their confidence 
in word reading, their fluency and their 
understanding and enjoyment.  

 Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.  
 Spell word by identifying the sounds and then 

writing the sound with letter/s.  
 Write short sentences with words with known 

sound-letter correspondences using a capital 
letter and full stop.  

 Re-read what they have written to check that it 
makes sense.  

Expressive Arts and Design 
 Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic 

effects to express their ideas and feelings.  
 Return to and build on their previous 

learning, refining ideas and developing their 
ability to represent them.  

 Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, 
resources and skills.  

 Listen attentively, move to and talk about 
music, expressing their feelings and 
responses. 

 Watch and talk about dance and 
performance art, expressing their feelings 
and responses.  

 Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly 
matching the pitch and following the 
melody.  

 Develop storylines in their pretend play.  
 Explore and engage in music making and 

dance, performing solo or in groups.  

Personal Social and Emotional development 
 See themselves as a valuable individual.  
 Build constructive and respectful relationships. 
 Express their feelings and consider the feelings 

of others.  
 Show resilience and perseverance in the face of 

a challenge.  
 Identify and moderate their own feelings 

socially and emotionally. 
 Think about the perspective of others. 
 Manage their own needs. 
 

Forest School 
 Explore the natural world around them. 
 Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst 

outside.  
 Understand the effect of changing seasons on the 

natural world around them.  

 
 

Cultural Diversity and Special Events 
  
New Year 
Chinese New Year 
Valentine’s Day 
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Term: 
Spring 1 

Year:  
Reception 2021-2022 

Topic name: If you go down to the woods today...  

Rationale: We will draw the children’s attention to our immediate environment and we will introduce and model new vocabulary where appropriate. They will learn how to draw 
information from maps and will draw simple maps from imaginary stories that they are familiar with.  
We will foster the children’s curiosity as they are given the freedom to touch, smell and hear things in the natural wold around them through hands-on experiences.  

Hook:   We will find some giant bear footprints in the classroom – Who do they belong to? Could it be a bear? What kind of bear? Why do you think that? 
          Find a letter from the bear... 

Our Learning Journey; 
Week 1 – To begin our topic of ‘If you go down to the woods today’, we will share the very popular story of ‘The Gruffalo’ by Julia Donaldson. The children will learn about adjectives as 
they describe the characters in the story. They will use their phonic knowledge to record emergent writing as they record the sounds that they can hear to write words around a picture of 
their chosen book character. In Maths, the children will continue to understand that when comparing numbers, one quantity can be more than, the same as or fewer than another quantity. 
We will use a range of representations to support their understanding and will compare quantities using a variety of objects and representations. We will learn to explore and understand 
the effect of changing seasons on the world around us as we learn about animal hibernation and migration.  

Week 2 – The Gruffalo will continue to be our key text this week as the children work in small groups to create a story map, charting the main events of the story. They will work in 
collaboration as they draw the scenes at each stage and add repeated text from the story, their own descriptions or speech bubbles for the characters. In Maths this week, the children will 
continue to develop the understanding that all numbers are made up of smaller numbers. They will explore and notice the different compositions of 4 and 5. For example, 5 can be 
composed of 1, 1 and 3 or 2 and 3. We will use our imagination as we pretend that we are in the middle of the woods. We will learn about woodland animal habitats as we create 
woodland collages using a range of tools and techniques.  

Week 3 – Our focus text for the next two weeks will be ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ by Michael Rosen. The children will build on previous learning as they create their own story maps 
charting the main events of the story. They will then present this to a small group as they use their map to re-tell the story in their own words. The children will also write a short caption 
in a thought bubble for the character of the bear in the story. The children may already have some experience of weight through carrying heavy and light items. This week in Maths, we 
will encourage them to make direct comparisons holding items to estimate which feels the heaviest and we will use the balance scales to check. We will learn to use the language of heavy, 
heavier than, heaviest, light, lighter than and lightest to compare items starting with items which have an obvious difference in weight. We will learn to recognise that some environments 
are different from the one in which we live as we learn about species of bears and their habitats. We will draw information from a world map or a globe as we use them to find out about 
animals in countries around the world.  

Week 4 – The children will learn to spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s as they write short sentences. They will choose a picture from the book 
and will write a caption alongside it. We will talk about the main events in the story as we sequence a set of pictures, using our own words to re-tell it. We will encourage the children to 
build on their understanding of full and empty to show half full, nearly full and nearly empty. The children will be encouraged to make direct comparisons by pouring from one container 
into another. The children will bring in a teddy bear this week and will explore, use and refine a variety of effects as they create an observational drawing using a range of tools and 
techniques.  

Week 5 – To begin this week, we will find a bag with some clues inside that will reveal that our key text will be ‘Goldilocks and the three bears.’ We will create a wanted poster for the 
character of Goldilocks as we focus on words that will best describe her. This week in Maths, the children will continue to apply the counting principles when counting to 6, 7 and 8. They 
will learn to represent these numbers in different ways and to count out the required number of objects from a larger group. This will support them to be able to conceptually subitise and 
to see how the numbers are made up of smaller numbers. We will learn about toys from the past and will make comparisons between them and toys that we have now.  

Week 6 – As we read the story of Goldilocks and the three bears again, we will use our imagination as we step into the character of Goldilocks. We will think about what she could do to 
make things right again as we write a letter of apology to the three bears. The children will begin to combine two groups to find how many altogether in Maths this week. They will be 
given opportunities to do this in many contexts using real objects. They will continue to subitise amounts where possible and will count carefully in ones to find how many there are. We 
will build on our previously taught skills in DT as we create character puppets.   
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