
Dear Parents/Carers, 

We hope that you have all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year with your families. We are so very proud of 
the many things that the children achieved last half term and are looking forward to watching them grow and 
progress over the next six weeks.  

Our topic this half term is called ‘If you go down to the woods today...’ and our core value is Respect’. The children 
will be given golden tickets for respecting others and for respecting our environment. One child from each class 
with the most golden tickets at the end of the half term will be awarded with a prize. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your much appreciated and ongoing support. If you have 
any questions or concerns, no matter how small, then please talk to your child’s class teacher and we will do all 
that we can to help.   

Miss Olvanhill and Miss McTear 

Reading 

Strive for 5—Well done to last half terms winners! If your child reads their school book five times per week at 
home then a ticket will be placed in the Strive for Five box and a lucky prize winner will be drawn at the end of 
each half term. Please write in your child’s planner every time that they have read their school book with you at 
home.  

Reading for Pleasure— Write the book title down in your reading for pleasure book each time you read a book that 
is not your school reading book. Please only write down one book title per day. Thank you.   

Class Author—Each class will choose an ’Author of the half term’. This will displayed in the classroom along with 
a range of books by that author. Birch Class have chosen Nick Butterworth this half term.  

Forest School 

Mrs Charlwood hopes to continue taking the children into the woodland this half term. Please ensure that your 
child wears comfortable and appropriate clothing on the day that they visit the forest. They will need a warm,  
waterproof coat and a pair of wellies which can be left at school. Forest school sessions can only go ahead if we 
have enough parent/carer volunteers. If you are able to help between 9:30 and 11am on the day that your child’s 
class visits the forest, please let your class teacher know so that we are able to add you to the sign up sheet. Thank 
you in advance.  

Birch class will visit the forest on a Tuesday morning. Elm class will go to the forest on a Thursday morning.  

Snack and Chat 

This half term snack and chat will be a contribution of £3 to be paid within the first week of school. Please place 
in a named envelope in your child’s book bag. Thank you.  

PE 

This half term our PE focus will be dance. The children will continue to come to school already in their PE kits but 
please do make sure that they will be warm enough throughout the day.  

 

Tapestry  

We hope that you are enjoying looking at the observations of your child that we have been adding to Tapestry. 
Please do check your account regularly for updates.  

We would really like to see you adding observations from home too; the children really enjoy it when we show 
their friends what they have been doing at home. Please speak to a member of staff if you need any further help or 
support with Tapestry.  

 

Water bottles and Earrings 

Please ensure that you send your child with a filled water bottle every day. As we are a healthy school, please only 
send water in bottles.  

For health and safety reasons, earrings must be removed on the days that your child has PE or Forest so that they 
are able to take part. They should be covered over with a plaster on all other days. Thank you.  
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Spring 1 2022 



Vision Statement:  
An incredible journey... 

 

Our Learning Journey... 

Week 1 – To begin our topic of ‘If you go down to the woods today’, we will share the very popular story of ‘The Gruf-
falo’ by Julia Donaldson. The children will learn about adjectives as they describe the characters in the story. They 
will use their phonic knowledge to record emergent writing as they record the sounds that they can hear to write 
words around a picture of their chosen book character. In Maths, the children will continue to understand that when 
comparing numbers, one quantity can be more than, the same as or fewer than another quantity. We will use a range 
of representations to support their understanding and will compare quantities using a variety of objects and          
representations. We will learn to explore and understand the effect of changing seasons on the world around us as we 
learn about animal hibernation and migration. 
Week 2 – The Gruffalo will continue to be our key text this week as the children work in small groups to create a story 
map, charting the main events of the story. They will work in collaboration as they draw the scenes at each stage and 
add repeated text from the story, their own descriptions or speech bubbles for the characters. In Maths this week, the 
children will continue to develop the understanding that all numbers are made up of smaller numbers. They will   
explore and notice the different compositions of 4 and 5. For example, 5 can be composed of 1, 1 and 3 or 2 and 3. We 
will use our imagination as we pretend that we are taking a stroll through the woods. We will learn about woodland 
animal habitats as we create woodland collages using a range of tools and techniques. 
Week 3 – Our focus text for the next two weeks will be ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ by Michael Rosen. The children 
will build on previous learning as they create their own story maps charting the main events of the story. They will 
then present this to a small group as they use their map to re-tell the story in their own words. The children will also 
write a short caption in a thought bubble for the character of the bear in the story. The children may already have 
some experience of weight through carrying heavy and light items. This week in Maths, we will encourage them to 
make direct comparisons holding items to estimate which feels the heaviest and we will use the balance scales to 
check. We will learn to use the language of heavy, heavier than, heaviest, light, lighter than and lightest to compare 
items starting with items which have an obvious difference in weight. We will learn to recognise that some           
environments are different from the one in which we live as we learn about species of bears and their habitats. We will 
draw information from a world map or a globe as we use them to find out about animals in countries around the 
world. 
Week 4 – The children will learn to spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s as 
they write short sentences. They will choose a picture from the book and will write a caption alongside it. We will talk 
about the main events in the story as we sequence a set of pictures, using our own words to re-tell it. We will       
encourage the children to build on their understanding of full and empty to show half full, nearly full and nearly 
empty. The children will be encouraged to make direct comparisons by pouring from one container into another. The 
children will bring in a teddy bear this week and will explore, use and refine a variety of effects as they create an  
observational drawing using a range of tools and techniques. 
Week 5 – To begin this week, we will find a bag with some clues inside that will reveal that our key text will be 
‘Goldilocks and the three bears.’ We will create a wanted poster for the character of Goldilocks as we focus on words 
that will best describe her. This week in Maths, the children will continue to apply the counting principles when   
counting to 6, 7 and 8. They will learn to represent these numbers in different ways and to count out the required 
number of objects from a larger group. This will support them to be able to conceptually subitise and to see how the 
numbers are made up of smaller numbers. We will learn about toys from the past and will make comparisons between 
them and toys that we have now. 

Week 6 – As we read the story of Goldilocks and the three bears again, we will use our imagination as we step into the 
character of Goldilocks. We will think about what she could do to make things right again as we write a letter of   
apology to the three bears. The children will begin to combine two groups to find how many altogether in Maths this 
week. They will be given opportunities to do this in many contexts using real objects. They will continue to subitise 
amounts where possible and will count carefully in ones to find how many there are. We will build on our previously 
taught skills in DT as we create character puppets.  

Dates for the diary… 

 

Wednesday 5th January - Spring term 1 begins 

Thursday 13th January - Birch Class library trip 

Tuesday 1st February - Chinese new year celebrations  

Friday 11th February - End of half term.  

Monday 21st February - Spring term 2 begins  

 

More diary dates may be added throughout the half term.  

Reminders 
 Book bags and planners are to be brought to school 

every day. 

 Please also make sure that your child’s reading book is 
in their planner every day so that we are able to read 
with your child at school too.  

 Please regularly check your child’s book bag for letters 
and for notes in their planner.  

 Everything that belongs to your child needs to be   
clearly named to avoid things getting lost.  

 Birch Class will have PE every Wednesday. Elm Class 
will have PE every Friday. Please remember to wear PE 
kit on this day. 


