
 
 

Our Curriculum 
 
 

Communication and Language  
To continue to build vocabulary effectively, Adults will comment on what children are 

interested in or doing and echo back what they say with new vocabulary added. This 

will include using prepositions and personal pronouns and children will be encouraged 

and supported also through their play to use words such as ‘on top’, ‘under’ ‘next to’ ‘in 

front’ ‘behind’, ‘his’ ‘her’ ‘my’ ‘mine’.  Children will also be encouraged to develop their 

use of vocabulary to describe actions and ideas.  

 

Children will continue to have free access to a range of stories (including those with 

just pictures and children’s favourites) non-fiction books, nursery rhymes and story 

props to develop vocabulary, story language and knowledge and understanding of things 

that interest them, and to continue to develop their love of stories.    

 

Adults will continue to read stories daily, modelling story language and pointing out 

features of books such as the title, author and illustrator as well as rhyming words, 

and changes in font; and encourage children to notice and talk about the illustrations.  

Children will be encouraged and supported in remembering and recall story sequences, 

characters, settings and events.    

 

The interests of the children will be enhanced through continuous provision to 

encourage conversations and vocabulary and develop imagination and creativity.  This 

half-term we will also offer Autumn themed books; ‘How to Catch a Star’ by Oliver 

Jeffers and stories and books about Christmas and other celebrations such as Diwali 

and Hanukkah.  We will also be commemorating Remembrance Day and exploring   

artwork in the style of Jackson Pollock.  

 

Social interactions during daily ‘snack and chat’ and lunchtime meals will be encouraged 

and supported. 

 

Dual language books will be offered to EAL children to take home.   

 

Different languages will be used for greetings during registration. 

Personal, Social and Emotional  
Through positive interactions and modelling in a range of contexts, adults will: 

Continue to build strong, warm and supportive relationships with children to enable them to 

learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others.  

Continue to support children to manage their emotions and develop a positive sense of 

themselves.  

Continue to support children to begin to set themselves simple goals and develop confidence in 

own abilities. 

Continue to support children to develop persistence and wait for what they want. 

Encourage and support children to build new relationships with peers and seek out peers to 

share experiences with.  

Continue to support new friendships and co-operation and, where necessary, help to resolve 

conflicts peaceably 

Children will continue to be encouraged and supported to work towards managing their 

personal needs independently, including toileting and washing hands.   

Children will continue to be taught to understand ways to look after own bodies, including how 

to look after their teeth through daily hygiene routines.   

Children will be reminded of boundaries and Nursery rules to keep themselves and others safe 

and to develop a sense of responsibility and respect for others and their environment.  

Children will continue to be encouraged to show and talk about their work and develop a sense 

of pride by displaying their work in their own space  

 

Continuous provision area will continue to be enhanced based on children’s ideas and interests – 

children will be involved in decision making.  

 

 

Our Learning Value:  

 

 
 

Healthy Mind – Relaxation (Relax Kids), Colour Monster Jars 
SMSC – Celebrating Difference 
Mindfulness – Being aware of own feelings and showing 
awareness of others’ feelings – beginning to show some 
empathy 

Healthy Body – Washing hands, toileting, PE, Snack, Oral 
hygiene, water intake    
PE – Moving in different ways with more refinement  
Forest School – Autumnal changes  
Healthy Eating – Snack  



 
 

Physical development  
We will help children to develop core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, 

co-ordination and agility by offering a wide range of gross physical activities: 

 Weekly PE lessons: moving in different ways, including changing direction and 

at different levels with increasing control and refinement. 

 Outdoors: climbing large, fixed equipment with confidence; traveling along 

balance beams; moving and negotiating loose parts including crates, tyres, 

large cable reels and wooden planks; manipulating smaller equipment such as 

bats, balls, hoops and beanbags. 

 large scale mark-making using a range of media and materials such as paint, 

water, sticks, brushes, playground chalks and sponges. 
 

Fine Motor skills activities such as playing with small loose parts, small world people, 

animals and vehicles and arts and crafts using a range of media and materials and 

practising using small tools will support the development of hand-eye coordination, 

finger strength, proficiency, control and confidence.  
 

Good practise regarding health will also continue to be promoted through developing 

children’s independence in managing their personal needs, including toileting and 

washing hands, making healthy snack choices and using cutlery to feed themselves.  

We will also be promoting good oral health and the importance of daily toothbrushing.  
 

 

Literacy 
Our Nursery team will continue to promote a love of reading by sharing and talking about a 

range of quality texts.  Children will be encouraged to join in and talk about familiar stories, 

(including recognising rhyme and completing rhyming couplets).  Continuous provision will be 

enhanced to reflect children’s interests and support creative play around stories to promote 

the use of new vocabulary and story language and story sequencing.  Adults will continue to 

model these skills and new vocabulary.    
 

Adults will continue to draw children’s attention to different forms of print by modelling 

reading items such as instructions, recipes logos, signs and menus in an increasing print rich 

environment that to reflect children’s interests and everyday scenarios.  They will also model 

writing such as creating lists, writing messages and labels.  Children will be encouraged to add 

‘writing’ to their drawings and paintings and talk about them to represent their name and 

articulate their ideas as well as ‘write’ their own lists and labels etc for different purposes.  

They will also be encouraged to look at and begin to recognise their name on their coat pegs 

and personal displays.  
 

Children will build on their repertoire of rhymes and songs to recall and sing (from different 

cultures).  We will play with songs and rhymes by changing words of familiar tunes to create 

new songs and rhymes such as ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Christmas Star……’ and encourage children to 

clap along with the beat.  
 

Large scale sensory ‘messy’ play will continue to be offered as well as a range of finer mark-

making tools materials and media for children to manipulate and explore.  
 

Maths  
Children will be encouraged to continue practising counting throughout our continuous 

provision by touching or moving each item saying one number name for each item in 

stable order 1,2,3,4,5….   Adults will model subitising 2 items throughout nursery to 

help develop children’s understanding of the relationship between numbers and the 

patterns within them for example creating small-world scenes with items such as two 

houses, two cars, two people, two trees, two fences, two horses…. This may be 

extended by adding sets of three items such as three teddy bears, three chairs, 

three bowls to a role-play scenario.  Adults will model writing numerals to match 

quantities so that children begin to become familiar with their identities and supp 

 

Adults will support children’s play by commenting on what they are doing and echo 

back what they say using mathematical language, including positional language; shape 

names and properties; language linked to patterns and promoting a fascination with 

large numbers.   

Understanding the World 
In pretend play, we will encourage children to imitate everyday actions and events from their 

own family and cultural background and share these with their peers.  Children will be 

encouraged to talk about how they celebrate different traditions such as Christmas, Diwali or 

Hanukkah and learn how others celebrate.  Our Nursery Team will continue to model positive 

attitudes about differences between people and encourage children to develop their 

knowledge and understanding with respect for others through activities such as circle time 

games. 

 

Children will continue to have access to a range of age-appropriate technology equipment 

including cameras, microphones, ipads and accessing educational programmes on the interactive 

whiteboard.  

 



 
 

Expressive Arts & Design 
Our creative area will continue to offer daily opportunities for children to express 

their artistic ideas and engage with art and design and technology using a range of 

media and materials to support their imagination and creativity.  Nursery adults will 

support children’s exploration of different mark-making and joining techniques, 

cutting skills and colour-mixing in response to children’s interests and needs.  They will 

also model how to use closed shapes with continuous lines to represent objects 

through drawing and painting and encourage children to ‘have a go’ creating their own 

shapes and lines to represent different things. 

 

Children will continue to explore a range of percussion instruments and ways in which 

their sounds can be changed.   They will also increase their repertoire of songs and 

rhymes, including songs to celebrate Christmas.  

 

Children will be encouraged to engage in small-world play and role-play for longer 

periods of time, using different objects to pretend stand for other things and some 

children will begin to create more intricate and complex small-world set ups.  

Forest School 

Forest School will hopefully take place in our own forest this half term.  

However, this can only go ahead if we have volunteers.  Please let the 

Nursery staff know if you are able to help.  We start about 9:15 and are 

back about 10:45. 

As the weather turns, we will need all children to come to school in warm and 

weather proof clothing please.  Extra socks are always useful as little feet 

can get cold in their wellies. 

We will continue looking at how the woodland changes with the seasons and 

start making winter shelters that live in the woodland, such as hedgehogs and 

squirrels.  Pupils will also be learning to move through the woodland safely and 

with coordination.   

 

  



 
 

 

Term:  Autumn 2 (2021) Year: Nursery  

 

Rationale: This half-term children will be supported to play cooperatively with others to help them build friendships with their peers.  

They will continue to explore feelings and behaviours and develop an understanding of how we are all different and special in our own unique 

ways.  Opportunities throughout the half-term to support this include commemorating Remembrance Day, Children in Need, and celebrating 

Diwali and Christmas. 

Wk1 We will begin this week by sharing and talking about the ‘Autumn Treasures’ that children have collected over the half term and their 

different colours.  We will explore colour-mixing using primary colours.   We will talk about different ways to create pictures and introduce Jackson 

Pollack Style of drip painting.  We will then invite children to choose paint colours each & tools to create their own drip paintings. Diwali? 

Wk2 This week we will be learning about how to keep our teeth healthy. Wednesday is World Science Day which we will celebrate by carrying out 

some super-cool science investigations.  On Thursday we will commemorate Remembrance Day by creating our own Poppies and talking about their 

significance.  Throughout the week, we will also be discussing ways we can be kind (and hopefully celebrating acts of kindness) ahead of World 

Kindness Day on Saturday.   

Wk3 This week is World Nursery Rhyme Week.  Each day we will sing and celebrate a different nursery rhyme: Incy Wincy Spider, Sleeping 

Bunnies, Wind the Bobbin, head Shoulders, Knees and Toes and Down in the Jungle. It is also Road Safety Week and we will talk about how to stay 

safe, especially as the days begin to get darker earlier.  On Friday we will celebrate Children in Need ‘Together we can’.    

Wk4 This week we will reach for the stars by sharing ‘How to Catch a Star’ by Oliver Jeffers.  We will offer the children a variety of objects such 

as a ladder, giraffe, tree, rope, rocket, aeroplane) that might help them catch a star. They will be invited to pick one out and explain or act out how 

they would use it. We will explore the night skies and children will be able to create their own constellation pictures. They will be able to 

experiment with different ways to catch a star in the water and sand trays as well as on larger pieces of apparatus using a variety of different 

tools and equipment to catch different sizes of stars.  They will also be able explore patterns by creating their own rockets.  During the week we 

will think about people who are special to us and why.  

Wk5 Following on from thinking about our own families, we will begin to talk about Christmas and how we celebrate it.  We will then introduce the 

story of The First Christmas and begin learning some Festive songs.   

Wk6 This week we will look at how children around the world celebrate Christmas.  We will create our Christmas cards and a special Christmas tree 

decoration as well as continue to practise singing our Festive songs.  Friday is Christmas Jumper Day.   

Wk7 In our final week before Christmas we will engaging in lots of festive fun activities 

Outcomes for children:  

Developing confidence to use play as a means to interact with other children cooperatively and build friendships.   Build resilience and awareness of others 

feelings, beliefs and cultural similarities and differences.  
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