
Dear Parents/Carers, 

We hope that you are all well rested and ready for another very busy half term in Reception.  We are so very 
proud of the many things that the children achieved last half term and are very much looking forward to   
watching them grow and progress over the next few weeks.  

Our topic this half term is called ‘Reach for the Stars’ and our core value this half term is ‘Creativity’. The children 
will be given golden tickets for being respectful and showing kindness and one child from each class with the most 
golden tickets at the end of the half term will be awarded with a prize. 

We would like to say a heartfelt thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions or concerns, no 
matter how small, then please contact your child’s class teacher and we will do all that we can to help.   

Miss Olvanhill and Miss McTear 

Reading 
Strive for 5—Well done to last half terms winners! If your child reads their school book five times per week at 
home then a ticket will be placed in the Strive for Five box and a lucky prize winner will be drawn at the end of 
each half term. Please write in your child’s planner every time that they have read their school book with you at 
home so that we are able to write their name on a ticket.  

Reading for Pleasure— Write the book title down in your reading for pleasure book each time you read a book 
that is not your school reading book. Please only write down one book title per day. Thank you.   

Class Author—Each class will choose an ’Author of the half term’. This will displayed in the classroom along with 
a range of books by that author. Both classes have chosen Oliver Jeffers this half term.  

Please read with your child every night at home so that they become more confident and progress further.  

 

Snack and Chat 
This half term snack and chat will be a contribution of £3.50 to be paid within the first week of school. Please 
place in a named envelope in your child’s book bag. Thank you.  

 

Forest School 
The children have been really enjoying Forest School sessions with Mrs Charlwood. Please ensure that your child 
wears comfortable and appropriate clothing on the day that they visit the forest. They will need a warm,  water-
proof coat and a pair of wellies which can be left at school.  

Birch class will visit the forest on a Tuesday morning. Elm class will go to the forest on a Thursday morning.  

 

Tapestry  
We hope that you are enjoying looking at the observations of your child that we have been adding to Tapestry. 
Please do activate your account if you have not already done so and check it regularly for updates.  

We would really like to see you adding observations from home too; the children really enjoy it when we show 
their friends what they have been doing at home. Please speak to a member of staff if you need any further help 
or support with Tapestry.  

 

Water bottles and Earrings 
Please ensure that you send your child with a filled water bottle every day. As we are a healthy school, please 
only send water in bottles.  

For health and safety reasons, earrings must be removed on the days that your child has PE or Forest so that they 
are able to take part. They should be covered over with a plaster on all other days. Thank you.  
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Autumn 2   



Vision Statement:  
An incredible journey... 

Our Learning Journey; 

Week 1 – We will be introduced to the magical story ‘How to Catch a Star’ by Oliver Jeffers this week. We will find 
that a fallen star has landed in our classroom and will close our eyes and make a wish. We will learn how to sequence a     
familiar story using a set of pictures and will use our imagination as we think of ways in which we could catch a star of our 
own. We will think of the people that we are the closest to and about how it would make them feel if we could give them a star 
to make a wish upon. Hopefully, our hopes and dreams, whatever they may be, will come true. In Maths, we will learn that 
circles have one curved side and that triangles have 3 straight sides. We will begin to recognise these shapes on everyday items 
in the classroom and outdoor environment. We will learn about why we celebrate bonfire night and very importantly, how we 
can keep ourselves and others safe when near fireworks, sparklers and bonfires. 

Week 2 – This week, our text will be ‘Laura’s Star’ by Klaus Baumgart. We will use the pictures to make predictions and to     
re-tell the story using our own words. We will talk to our peers in a small group as we discuss what we would like to wish for. 
We will then use our phonic knowledge as we have a go at writing our wish on a star template to display in the classroom. We 
will use the internet to research star constellations as we learn that they are a group of stars that appear to form a pattern or 
picture. We will then use our imaginations as we create a star constellation picture of our own. In Maths, we will count on and 
back to numbers to 5. We will count or subitise sets of up to 5 objects to find how and to make our own collections of objects. 
We will match the number names to numerals and quantities and will represent up to 5 objects on a five frame. 

Week 3 – This week, we will read the story ‘Can’t you sleep little bear?’ by Martin Waddell. We will look at some images from 
parts of the story and will write a speech bubble to show what we think the characters might be saying.  We will think about 
what it is like at night time and will share our own experiences of the things that we do in the evenings. We will find out about 
animals that only come out when it is dark and will learn that they are called nocturnal animals. Research will teach us more 
about these about animals and their habitats. In Maths, we will have lots of hands on experiences of partitioning and combin-
ing numbers in different contexts as we learn about the number bonds for numbers up to 5. 

Week 4 –‘Whatever Next’ by Jill Murphy will be our focus text this week. We will learn that we can write for different purposes 
and will use our phonic knowledge to have a go at writing a list of things that we would take with us on a trip to the moon. 
We will use our imagination and get into role as we use pictures and props to re-tell the story using words and actions. If we 
are lucky, we might even go on a trip to the moon but don’t worry, we will be back just in time for lunch! Of course, it goes 
without saying that we will need a snack to take with us so we will follow a recipe to bake some space themed biscuits! In 
Maths, we will continue to count, subitise and compare as we explore one more and one less. We will use a five frame to repre-
sent numbers and to predict how many there will be if they add one more or take one away. We will be shown the link between 
counting forwards and the one more pattern and counting back and the one less pattern. 

Week 5 – We will explore night and day as our learning this week will be based on the question ‘Why do stars only come out at 
night?’ We will be introduced to non-fiction books and will learn about how they are structured. After using the internet and 
non-fiction books about stars, we will share our ideas within a small group before having a go at recording using pictures and 
words. In Maths, the children will learn that squares and rectangles have 4 straight sides and 4 corners. They begin to  recog-
nise these shapes on everyday items in the classroom and in the outdoor environment. 

Week 6 – The excitement of Christmas will be well underway by now as we begin to make cards and decorations for our loved 
ones. We will be singing lots of songs and sharing a wide range of Christmas stories. In Maths, we will talk about night and 
day and will learn to order key events in our daily routines. We will use language to describe when events happen e.g. day, 
night, morning, afternoon, evening, before, after, today and tomorrow. We will begin to measure time in simple ways and what 
better way to do this than the countdown to Christmas! 

Week 7 - Our RE focus this week will be Christianity, with our main story being ‘The Story of Christmas.’ We will use pictures 
and props to help us to re-tell the story and will learn about the true meaning of Christmas.  

Dates for the diary… 

1st November—Autumn term 2 begins 

2nd November—Library van visit to school 

4th November—Diwali Celebrations  

5th November—Bonfire night celebrations 

4th November—Birch Class trip to Workington Library  

10th November—Elm trip to Workington Library  

11th November—Remembrance Day 

Week beginning 15th November—Parents Evenings (dates 
TBC) 

18th November—Nasal Flu Vaccinations for Reception    
children 

29th November—Citizenship Assembly  

16th December—Break up for Christmas Holidays  

Reminders 

 Book bags and planners are to be brought to school every 
day. 

 Please also make sure that your child’s reading book is 
in their planner every day so that we are able to read 
with your child at school too.  

 Please regularly check your child’s book bag for letters 
and for notes in their planner.  

 Everything that belongs to your child needs to be clearly 
named to avoid things getting lost.  

 Birch Class will have PE every Wednesday. Elm Class 
will have PE every Friday. Please remember to wear PE 
kit on this day. 

  


