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Our Learning Value: Creativity  Healthy Mind – Relaxation (Relax Kids) Jigsaw.  
 
SMSC – Celebrating Differences 
 
Mindfulness - Thinking about how others feel. Relax Kids, 
yoga.  

Healthy Body – Independence in dressing, hand washing, 
toileting etc. PE, Snack and chat.  
PE – Gymnastics 
Forest School – Autumnal changes  
Healthy Eating  - Snack and Chat  

 

Children in Reception will be learning to (taken from development matters): 

Communication and Language 
 Understand how to listen carefully and why 

listening is important.  
 Learn new vocabulary and use it throughout 

the day. 
 Ask questions to find out more and to check 

they understand what has been said to them. 
 Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-

formed sentences. 
 Connect one idea or action to another. 
 Describe events in some detail. 
 Use talk to help work out problems and 

organise thinking and activities.  
 Develop social phrases. 
 Engage in story times.  
 Listen to and talk about stories to build 

familiarity and understanding.  
 Retell stories once they have developed a deep 

familiarity with the text.  
 Use new vocabulary in different contexts.  
 Listen carefully to rhymes and songs. 
 Learn rhymes, poems and songs.  
 Engage in non-fiction books.  
 Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction.  

Physical Development 
 Revise and refine the fundamental movement 

skills that they have already acquired such as 
rolling, crawling, walking, running, jumping, 
hopping, skipping and climbing.  

 Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, 
with developing control and grace.  

 Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, 
balance and agility needed to engage 
successfully with physical education and 
disciplines.  

 Develop their small motor skills so that they can 
use a range of tools competently, sagely and 
confidently.  

 Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good 
posture when sitting at a table or on the floor. 

 Combine different movements with ease and 
fluency.  

 Confidently and safely use a range of large and 
small apparatus indoors and outdoors.  

 Further develop and refine a range of ball skills.  
 Develop the foundations of a handwriting style 

which is fact, accurate and efficient.  
 Know and talk about the different factors that 

support their overall health and wellbeing.  
 Further develop the skills they need to manage 

the school day successfully.  
 

Understanding the World 
 Talk about members of their immediate 

family and community. 
 Name and describe people who are familiar 

to them.  
 Comment on images of familiar situations in 

the past.  
 Compare and contrast characters from 

stories. 
 Draw information from a simple map.  
 Understand that some places are special to 

members of their community.  
 Recognise that people have different beliefs 

and celebrate special times in different ways. 
 Recognise some similarities and differences 

between life in this country and life in other 
countries.  

 Explore the natural world around them. 
 Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst 

outside.  
 Recognise some environments that are 

different from the one in which they live.  
 Understand the effect of changing seasons on 

the natural world around them.  
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Mathematics  
 Count objects, actions and sounds.  
 Subitise. 
 Link the number symbol with its cardinal 

number value. 
 Count beyond 10. 
 Compare numbers. 
 Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ 

relationship between consecutive numbers.  
 Explore the composition of numbers to 10.  
 Automatically recall number bonds for 

numbers 0-5 and some to 10.  
 Select, rotate and manipulate shapes to 

develop spatial reasoning skills.  
 Compose and decompose shapes so that 

children recognise a shape can have other 
shapes within it, just as numbers can.  

 Continue, copy and create repeating patterns.  
 Compare length, weight and capacity.  
 

Literacy 
  Read individual letters by saying the sounds for 

them. 
 Blend sounds into words, so that they can read 

short words made up of known letter-sound 
correspondences.  

 Read some letter groups that each represent one 
sound and say sounds for them.  

 Read a few common exception words matched to 
the schools phonics programme (NNP).  

 Read simple phrases and sentence made up f 
words with known letter-sound correspondences. 

 Re-read these books to build up their confidence 
in word reading, their fluency and their 
understanding and enjoyment.  

 Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.  
 Spell word by identifying the sounds and then 

writing the sound with letter/s.  
 Write short sentences with words with known 

sound-letter correspondences using a capital 
letter and full stop.  

 Re-read what they have written to check that it 
makes sense.  

Expressive Arts and Design 
 Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic 

effects to express their ideas and feelings.  
 Return to and build on their previous 

learning, refining ideas and developing their 
ability to represent them.  

 Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, 
resources and skills.  

 Listen attentively, move to and talk about 
music, expressing their feelings and 
responses. 

 Watch and talk about dance and 
performance art, expressing their feelings 
and responses.  

 Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly 
matching the pitch and following the 
melody.  

 Develop storylines in their pretend play.  
 Explore and engage in music making and 

dance, performing solo or in groups.  

Personal Social and Emotional development 
 See themselves as a valuable individual.  
 Build constructive and respectful relationships. 
 Express their feelings and consider the feelings 

of others.  
 Show resilience and perseverance in the face of 

a challenge.  
 Identify and moderate their own feelings 

socially and emotionally. 
 Think about the perspective of others. 
 Manage their own needs. 
 

Forest School 
 We are going into the Forest next half term so 

please make sure your child has wellies and 
waterproofs every week.  As the weather is 
turning colder, they will also need gloves and a 
hat plus warm trousers and a jumper. 
 

 

Cultural Diversity and Special Events 
  
Remembrance Day 
Bonfire Night 
Diwali 
Children in Need 
Christianity - The story of Christmas  
 

 



AINS EYFS Planning Overview 2021-2022 
 

Term: 
Autumn 2 

Year:  
Reception 2021-2022 

Topic name: Reach for the stars  

Rationale: The children will be introduced to a range of high-quality texts as we explore light and dark. They will learn about different light sources and we will even go on a trip to the 
moon! We will become very creative as we use a range of materials to create some night time pictures and crafts. We will ask ourselves what is our imagination? How can we use it? What 
are our hopes and dreams and what can we do to achieve them? We will know to always aim high and believe in ourselves and each other so that we can reach our dreams and goals. 

Hook:  Knock off all of the lights. Have music on in the background. Have some stars lit up around the room.  
         We will find a star with a special message asking us to all make a special wish. 

Our Learning Journey; 
Week 1 – We will be introduced to the magical story ‘How to Catch a Star’ by Oliver Jeffers this week. We will find that a fallen star has landed in our classroom and will close our eyes 
and make a wish. We will learn how to sequence a familiar story using a set of pictures and will use our imagination as we think of ways in which we could catch a star of our own. We 
will think of the people that we are the closest to and about how it would make them feel if we could give them a star to make a wish upon. Hopefully, our hopes and dreams, whatever 
they may be, will come true. In Maths, we will learn that circles have one curved side and that triangles have 3 straight sides. We will begin to recognise these shapes on everyday items in 
the classroom and outdoor environment. We will learn about why we celebrate bonfire night and very importantly, how we can keep ourselves and others safe when near fireworks, 
sparklers and bonfires.  

Week 2 – This week, our text will be ‘Laura’s Star’ by Klaus Baumgart. We will use the pictures to make predictions and to re-tell the story using our own words. We will talk to our peers in 
a small group as we discuss what we would like to wish for. We will then use our phonic knowledge as we have a go at writing our wish on a star template to display in the classroom. We 
will use the internet to research star constellations as we learn that they are a group of stars that appear to form a pattern or picture. We will then use our imaginations as we create a 
star constellation picture of our own. In Maths, we will count on and back to numbers to 5. We will count or subitise sets of up to 5 objects to find how and to make our own collections of 
objects. We will match the number names to numerals and quantities and will represent up to 5 objects on a five frame.   

Week 3 – This week, we will read the story ‘Can’t you sleep little bear?’ by Martin Waddell. We will look at some images from parts of the story and will write a speech bubble to show 
what we think the characters might be saying.  We will think about what it is like at night time and will share our own experiences of the things that we do in the evenings. We will find 
out about animals that only come out when it is dark and will learn that they are called nocturnal animals. Research will teach us more about these about animals and their habitats.  
In Maths, we will have lots of hands on experiences of partitioning and combining numbers in different contexts as we learn about the number bonds for numbers up to 5.  

Week 4 –‘Whatever Next’ by Jill Murphy will be our focus text this week. We will learn that we can write for different purposes and will use our phonic knowledge to have a go at writing a 
list of things that we would take with us on a trip to the moon. We will use our imagination and get into role as we use pictures and props to re-tell the story using words and actions. If 
we are lucky, we might even go on a trip to the moon but don’t worry, we will be back just in time for lunch! Of course, it goes without saying that we will need a snack to take with us so 
we will follow a recipe to bake some space themed biscuits! In Maths, we will continue to count, subitise and compare as we explore one more and one less. We will use a five frame to 
represent numbers and to predict how many there will be if they add one more or take one away. We will be shown the link between counting forwards and the one more pattern and 
counting back and the one less pattern.  

Week 5 – We will explore night and day as our learning this week will be based on the question ‘Why do stars only come out at night?’ We will be introduced to non-fiction books and will 
learn about how they are structured. After using the internet and non-fiction books about stars, we will share our ideas within a small group before having a go at recording using pictures 
and words. In Maths, the children will learn that squares and rectangles have 4 straight sides and 4 corners. They begin to recognise these shapes on everyday items in the classroom and 
in the outdoor environment.  

Week 6 – The excitement of Christmas will be well underway by now as we begin to make cards and decorations for our loved ones. We will be singing lots of songs and sharing a wide 
range of Christmas stories. In Maths, we will talk about night and day and will learn to order key events in our daily routines. We will use language to describe when events happen e.g. 
day, night, morning, afternoon, evening, before, after, today and tomorrow. We will begin to measure time in simple ways and what better way to do this than the countdown to 
Christmas! 

Week 7 - Our RE focus this week will be Christianity, with our main story being ‘The Story of Christmas.’ We will use pictures and props to help us to re-tell the story and will learn about 
the true meaning of Christmas. 
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