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Wednesday 1st September 2021 

RE: Welcome to New Term 

Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 

Firstly, on behalf of all of us here at Ashfield Infant and Nursery School, a warm welcome to the start of a 
new academic year. Whether you are returning to us this September or beginning your journey in school 
for the first time, we very much look forward to welcoming you to our happy school.  

We hope you have enjoyed the summer break. The start of a new school year is an exciting time, but it can 
also be a little daunting for some children and their family, so please remember that we are here to 
support you along the way. Please don’t hesitate to let us know if you have any queries or concerns or if 
there is anything you would like to share with us. 

You may be wondering what the new year in school might ‘look’ or ‘feel’ like, as we continue to adapt to 
the changes brought about by Covid-19. Below is a summary of what to expect in the short term. Our plans 
will continue to adapt and change, depending on local and national guidance, and we will of course do our 
very best to continually update you as and when things change.  

As always, please don’t send children to school if they are unwell, and if a child develops possible Covid-19 
symptoms whilst in school we will ask parents to collect them. 

Morning and After School Routine for the start of term 

For the start of term, due to the current and ongoing Covid-19 situation, we are continuing with our one 
way arrival system.  

At the moment, we will not be having a ‘staggered start’, and the doors will open at 8.30 for Nursery and 
8.40 for the rest of school. The doors close at 8.50. Please do not arrive on site before 8.20 due to cars in 
the car park. Nursery are collected at 3pm and the rest of the school at 3.05pm. (New starters will of 
course have different times for the first week) 

Wearing a face covering is no longer expected on site, however we fully support anyone who wishes to 
continue to wear a mask, and staff may also continue to do so at very busy times. We ask that only one 
parent/carer accompanies their child wherever possible at the moment, to keep the number of people on 
site to a minimum. 



 

Nursery: The arrival and collection for Nursery will remain the same as before the end of term, e.g. arrive 
via the car park and leave via the main playground in the morning and at the end of the day. 

Year 1 will arrive via the car park and the blue Nursery gate and wait outside their new area (the old 
Reception covered shelter) for doors to open at 8.40am. Please then leave via the main playground. 

Year 2 will arrive via the car park, turning right at the blue barriers, dropping off all Year 2 children at the 
entrance to the main playground gate from 8.40am. Please leave via the footpath as before.  

Reception children will arrive via the main car park, continue round the one way system beyond Nursery to 
the court on the main playground. The Reception team will be there to greet and collect the children. 

Just as before, parents will drop off and collect the children from outside their entrance to the building. 

We have attached a useful poster which explains the new guidance regarding when children should come 
to school and changes contact tracing/self-isolation. 

At the start of term there is always a lot of information to share with you – please do take the time to read 
all letters and newsletters carefully.  

We will continue to review the latest guidance locally and nationally and monitor our provision in school 
and inform you of any changes, which may be at short notice. 

We thank you in advance for your support in all matter related to school and your child – we always strive 
to do our very best for children and families and your help is an essential part of working together for the 
children. 

I very much look forward to seeing all the children during our first few days back in school. 

Yours sincerely 

Rachel Field 

Mrs Rachel Field 
Headteacher 
 

For your information: 
 

The Department of Education have summarised the main changes for schools at the start of term: 

There are three key changes: 

1. Mixing and ‘bubbles’ - Keeping pupils or students in year group or classroom bubbles to reduce mixing is no 
longer a requirement. 

2. Tracing close contacts - Close contacts will now be identified via NHS Test and Trace. Education settings are no 
longer expected to undertake contact tracing. 

3. Face coverings - Face coverings are no longer advised for pupils, staff and visitors either in classrooms or in 
communal areas. 

So, what will stay the same? 



 
Coronavirus hasn’t gone away so there will still be a need for schools, pupils and students to follow basic measures to 
avoid the spread of the virus: 

1. Testing remains important in reducing the risk of transmission of infection within schools. 

2. Ensuring good hygiene including frequent and thorough hand cleaning and the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 

3. Maintaining appropriate cleaning regimes. 

4. Keeping occupied spaces well ventilated. 

5. Following public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19. 

 

What if there are a number of cases in one school? 

If there are a number of cases in one school, there is advice in place so teachers and staff know what to do. Schools  
will do everything they can to minimise the impact on education/attendance, and might introduce measures like 
temporarily reintroducing face coverings etc. Restricting attendance as a short-term measure and only as a last resort. 

More information on the guidance we have issued to education settings is available on our website: Contingency 
framework: education and childcare settings. 

What if someone tests positive or has symptoms? Do they need to isolate? 

Self-isolate straight away and get a PCR test (a test that is sent to the lab) on GOV.UK as soon as possible if you 
have any of these 3 symptoms of COVID-19, even if they are mild: 

• a high temperature 

• a new, continuous cough 

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste. 

You should also self-isolate straight away if: 

• you've tested positive for COVID-19 either according to a PCR test or a lateral flow device test – this means 
you have the virus. If you get a positive LFD test you should book a PCR test. A negative PCR test will 
override a positive LFD test. 

• someone you live with has symptoms or tested positive (unless you are not required to self-isolate – see 
below if this applies to you) 

• you've been told to self-isolate following contact with someone who tested positive – find out what to do if 
you're told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or the NHS COVID-19 app. 

Pupils should only self-isolate if they have symptoms or if they get a positive PCR or Lateral Flow Device 
(LFD) test. 

If pupils develop symptoms or get a positive LFD test they should book a PCR test. A positive PCR test cannot be 
overridden. If a pupil is asked to get a PCR test as a result of contact with a positive case they may continue to attend 
education until they get the result of their PCR back. 

And what will happen for people who have been in contact with positive cases? 

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are a 
close contact of someone with COVID-19, WHEN any of the following apply: 

• they are fully vaccinated 

• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/if-youre-told-to-self-isolate-by-nhs-test-and-trace-or-the-covid-19-app/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/if-youre-told-to-self-isolate-by-nhs-test-and-trace-or-the-covid-19-app/


 
Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case 
and advised to take a PCR test. They do not need to isolate while awaiting the PCR test. We would encourage all 
individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so. 

Staff who do not need to isolate, and children and young people aged under 18 years 6 months who usually attend 
school, and have been identified as a close contact, should continue to attend school as normal. 

If none of the above applies, people should self-isolate as per the instructions from NHS Test and Trace. 

Advice for Parents 

When should my 
child self-isolate 
or miss school? 
 
 

 

 
NO 

• All children MUST attend school unless they are ill.  

• From 16th August 2021, children under 18 (or double-vaccinated adults) do not 
need to self-isolate or miss school if a member of their household or a contact, 
has Covid UNLESS they are advised to by NHS Track and Trace 

• Instead, they will need to book a PCR test but can continue coming to school so 
long as they have no symptoms. If the test is POSITIVE they must isolate 
immediately and inform school. 

 
YES 

• If your child develops Covid symptoms at home, they should stay at home and 
should book a PCR test), NOT a Lateral Flow test. 

• If your child develops Covid symptoms at school, they will be sent home and 
you should book them a PCR test.  

• If your child tests positive for Covid, they will need to self-isolate. The rest of 
the household does not need to self-isolate if they are under 18 or fully 
vaccinated – but instead should book a PCR test. 

 

Community 
Covid Risk Description Actions 

 
Low Community 
Transmission. No 

School Cases 

• There have been no 
cases of Covid within 
school for 10 school 
days. 

• Cases of Covid locally 
are low and/ or stable. 

• Hospitalisation/ Deaths 
due to Covid nationally 
are low. 

No Covid measures are necessary beyond: 

• Reminding children of good hand-hygiene.  

• Ensuring good ventilation encouraged where 
practical. 

• Ensuring Children / Staff to stay at home if they 
have Covid Symptoms (and to book a PCR test). 

• Avoid overcrowding at drop off/collection time 

Staff will continue to test themselves using Lateral flow 
tests until the end of September. 

 
Rapidly Rising 

Community 
Transmission 

• No current Covid cases 
have been recorded at 
school, but… 

• Cases of Covid are 
rising rapidly in the 
community causing 
disruption to other 
local schools. 

• Local Public Health 
team/Public Health 
England issue warnings 
of expected local/ 
national infection 
wave. 

• Ventilation of classrooms increased & hand-washing 
supervised. 

• Large indoor public performance audience numbers 
reduced or event postponed. 

• Staff-room capacity is reduced. 

• Whole-school assemblies are replaced with class 
assemblies. 

• Clinically Vulnerable staff meet with Line-Managers 
to review their individual risk assessment & discuss 
additional protection (e.g. use of face coverings, 
reduction in movement between classes/ groups).  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/if-youre-told-to-self-isolate-by-nhs-test-and-trace-or-the-covid-19-app/


 
 

Number of Cases: Description: Actions: 

 
A single child tests 

Positive 

• A single child tests 
positive for Covid in a 
class. 

• There are fewer than 5 
cases in the year group. 

• No other year groups 
are affected. 

• The child self-isolates for 10 days. Remote learning 
will be provided if they are well enough to complete 
it. 

• The parents of the child are contacted directly by 
NHS Track and Trace to establish likely contacts. 

• Likely contacts will be contacted by NHS Track & 
Trace and advised to book at PCR Test. The school 
will contact parents to advise this if close contacts 
are known. 

• Children do not need to miss school or self-isolate 
whilst they wait for the result of the PCR test 
unless they have Covid Symptoms. 

 
5 children or staff or 

10% of the school 
population who 

have mixed closely 
within a year group 
or across the school 

who test positive 
within 10 days of 

each other. 

 

• There have been 5 
cases or 10% of 
children/staff with 
Covid who are likely to 
have mixed closely 
within 10 days which 
could mean that Covid 
is spreading within our 
school. 

• As above for each positive case. 

• The school will discuss the outbreak with the Public 
Health team and agree strengthening protective 
measures including: 

o Re-introducing staff face masks for corridors & 
communal areas as a minimum 

o Adapting, limiting or postponing indoor sporting 
events, trips, open days and performances.  

o Reverting to video-link assemblies in 
classrooms. 

o Reducing the number of classes staff work 
across where possible 

o Resuming twice-weekly Staff Lateral flow 
testing. 

 
Covid cases continue 

to increase rapidly 
within a 10-day 

period. 

• Despite the measures 
indicated above, Covid 
cases within the school 
continue to rise within 
a 10 day period with 
multiple classes and 
staff affected, 
suggesting that Covid is 
spreading widely 
throughout the school. 

• Incident Management Team meeting held between 
the school and local Public Health team to agree 
further measures, for a further 10 school days, 
including: 

o Re-introducing class bubbles  

o Reverting to class-based school lunches. 

o Limiting all non-essential visitors to school. 

o Postponing all non-essential events.  

o Re-introducing remote learning for individual 
classes for 10 school days considered, as 
outlined above.  

 

The school will inform parents of any changes to Covid-19 measures should these be needed. 

 

 


