
 

 

Dear Families, 

We are very pleased to offer a very warm welcome to you all as we begin a very busy year in Reception. We are 
confident in knowing that all of the children will soon be settled and feeling very comfortable in their new       
classroom, ready to explore the exciting range of opportunities that we have to offer throughout the year.  

Miss Olvanhill is the class teacher in Birch and Miss Little is the teaching assistant.  

Miss McTear is the class teacher in Elm and Miss Cluley and Miss Milligan are the teaching assistants.  

Mrs Henderson will work between the two classes throughout the week.  

This half term our topic is called ‘I am special, I am me!’ We will spend the first couple of weeks getting to know 
each other really well and will talk about the many people that are special to us. The children will be given ‘golden 
tickets’ for being kind and caring towards others. One child from each class with the most golden tickets at the end 
of the half term will be awarded with a prize. 

We understand that many of you will be feeling very overwhelmed as you prepare for your child to start school. If 
you have any questions or concerns, no matter how small, then please talk to your child’s class teacher and we 
will do all that we can to help.   

Miss Olvanhill and Miss McTear 

Tapestry  

Tapestry is used as an online learning journal where photographs, videos and observations of your child are     
regularly uploaded by staff members. This helps you to understand what your child has been learning in school 
each week. You can download the ‘Tapestry Journal’ app on a smartphone/tablet or alternatively, you can access 
this via an internet browser. As parents, you can add comments to each entry should you wish to and you may 
want to add observations of your own so that your child’s class teacher can see what they have achieved at home 
as well as at school. Please ensure that you return the Tapestry permissions form that was in the welcome pack 
that we posted out to you. Once you have done this, you will receive an email with details of how to set up your 
account—this will be in the next couple of weeks. If your child came to our Nursery, your current account will 
remain. Please let us know ASAP if you are struggling to gain access.  

Reading 

When we feel the time is right, your child will be sent home with a school reading book. To begin with, this will be 
a picture book without words. The children will learn to use the pictures to help them to tell a story in their own 
words, using a range of vocabulary and story-telling language.  

Strive for 5—If your child reads their school book five times per week at home, a ticket will be placed in the Strive 
for Five box and a lucky prize winner will be drawn at the end of each half term. Please write in your child’s    
planner every time that they have read their school book with you at home.  

Reading for Pleasure—The children will also take part in our ‘Reading for Pleasure’ initiative whereby they record 
in a separate book (not their planner) the title of any other books that they have read at home (not their school 
reading book). We ask that only one book is recorded per day. When they have read 50 books they will be given a 
book to take home and keep from Mrs. Field.  

Class Author—Each class will choose an ’Author of the half term’. This will displayed in the classroom along with 
a range of books by that author. Birch Class have chosen ‘Jill Murphy’ and Elm Class will begin with ‘Shirley 
Hughes’.  

Snack and Chat 

Once a week, we have a ‘special snack’ that is different to our usual snack of fruit and milk. This half term snack 
and chat will be a contribution of £3. Please place in a named envelope in your child’s book bag ASAP. Thank you.  

Children receive free school milk up until their fifth birthday. Once they turn 5, milk can then be ordered and paid 
for via the ‘cool milk’ website. Please do let us know if you need any help with this.  

Forest School 

Towards the end of the half term, Reception will begin to take part in Forest School sessions with Mrs Charlwood. 
This is based in the forest in our own school grounds. Birch class will visit the forest on a Tuesday morning. Elm 
class will go to the forest on a Thursday morning. Children must bring warm, waterproof clothing and wellies on 
this day.  

PE 

Birch Class will have PE every Wednesday . Elm Class will have PE every Friday.  This half term we ask that your 
child comes to school already wearing their PE kit on the day that their class has PE. They will keep this on 
throughout the day so will not need to bring their uniform to change into. Please do still send them in a jumper/
cardigan so that they are warm enough as we will aim to do PE outside. PE uniform is black/grey leggings or 
tracksuit bottoms or blue shorts, plain yellow short sleeved t-shirt and trainers suitable for outdoor PE (not 
pumps). Earrings must be removed on PE days. Thank you. 
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Autumn 1 2021 



Vision Statement:  
An incredible journey... 

Our Learning Journey; 
Week 1 – This week the children will have two visits to school as part of a smaller group. They will meet the staff 
who work in their class as well as some of the children that they will be in a class with too. We will get to know each other and 
become familiar with our new classroom environment as we explore the areas of continuous provision together. 

Week 2 – This week, the children will start school full-time. Our main priority during this time will be to ensure that the     
children feel settled and happy. We will introduce our classroom rules and routines and will get to know each other better 
through short circle time sessions. Through short guided activities, the children will create their own representations of      
themselves as they draw and colour self-portraits and family pictures. 

Week 3 – This week, our focus text will be ‘Owl Babies’ by Martin Waddell. We will introduce our topic of ‘I am special, I am 
me!’ We will participate in lots of small group and whole class carpet sessions as we talk about ourselves, our likes, dislikes,  
favourite things and abilities. The children will continue to build new relationships with others as they spend time in areas of 
continuous provision both indoors and outdoors. We will take part in lots of storytelling, action rhymes and singing. In Maths, 
we will provide opportunities for the children to find and match objects which are the same. They will give explanations of their 
findings as we ask them to find a matching object, how they know it is the same, to find a different object and how they know 
it is different. 

Week 4 – We will continue to use the story ‘Owl Babies’ as our literacy focus and will ask ourselves ‘Who is important to me?’, 
‘What is a family?’ ‘Who is in my family?’ We will describe our family members in more detail and discuss the things that we 
enjoy doing with them. In Maths, the children will learn that collections of objects can be sorted into sets based on attributes 
such as colour, size or shape. This will enable the children to consider what is the same about all of the objects in one set and 
how they are different to other sets. We will talk about members of our immediate family and community as we share family 
photographs and draw a family portrait. 

Week 5 – Our focus text in Literacy will be ‘Ruby’s Worry’ by Tom Percival. This book is an uplifting story about why it is so 
important to share our feelings. It will offer opportunities for us to discuss why we are special, what we enjoy doing the most 
and how we can express our feelings. In the story, Ruby makes a new friend at school and shares her worry which then slowly 
starts to disappear. This will teach us that everybody worries about different things and that the people that we are closest to 
can help us to make our worries go away. Once the children can confidently sort collections into sets, they will learn that these 
sets can be compared and ordered. In Maths, the children will begin to understand that when making comparisons, a set can 
have more items, fewer items or the same about of items as another set. The children will be encouraged to compare amounts by 
lining up their set of items using 1-1  correspondence. We will learn that there are many different types of family as we look at 
similarities and differences between them. We will create our own representation of a family tree which will help us to see that 
all families are different and that this is something to be celebrated. 

Week 6 – Ruby’s Worry will continue to be our focus text this week as we begin to record our thoughts and ideas on paper. We 
will draw a picture of the main character and discuss and attribute meaning to our marks.  In Maths this week, our focus will 
be size. The children will learn that objects can be compared and ordered according to their size or weight. They will be intro-
duced to language such as big, little, large, small, tall, long and short. We will learn to express our own feelings and will begin 
to consider the feelings of others through circle time activities and small group activities. 

Week 7 - This week we will think about the many special people who are a part of our community – the people who help us. In 
Maths this week, we will be focusing on making simple patterns as the children copy, continue and create their own repeating 
patterns. They will be given opportunities to explore AB patterns in a range of contexts including shapes, colours, sizes, actions 
and sounds. 

Week 8 – To finish off our first half term in Reception, we will celebrate the new friendships that we have made. We will use the 
computer program ‘Purple Mash’ to paint our own representations of our friends. In Maths, we will be learning about            
representing, comparing and the composition of numbers 1, 2 and 3. The children will identify representations of 1, 2 and 3 as 
they subitise or count to find how many and make their own collections of objects. They will match numbers to quantities and 
will count up to 3 objects in different arrangements. They will begin to understand that as we count, each number is one more 
than the number before and that as we count back, each number is one less than the previous number. We will introduce the 

Dates for the diary… 

6th September – All children start school full time (8:40am-3:05pm) 

11th October - Citizenship assembly  

WB 18th - Harvest festival assembly (date to be confirmed)  

8th October—Reception hearing tests—more details to follow  

22nd October - Half term begins 

1st November - Autumn term 2 begins  

 

You will be informed of any additions or changes to diary dates as 
and when they occur.  

 

 

Reminders 

 Book bags and planners are to be brought to school every day. 

 Earrings MUST be taken out on PE/Forest days and must be covered 
over with a plaster on other days.   

 Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher via email if 
you have any questions or concerns.  

Birch email - birch@ashfieldinf.cumbria.sch.uk 

Elm email - elm@ashfieldinf.cumbria.sch.uk 

Tapestry journal web address - https://tapestryjournal.com/  

Cool Milk web address - https://www.coolmilk.com/  

 

 


