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9thth September 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
Welcome to our first newsletter now that the children are back in school. The children have settled beautifully and 
we are very proud of how they are adjusting to their new class and teachers. It has been a pleasure welcoming our 
new children into Reception and Nursery and are very much looking forward to getting to know them and our new 
families.  
 
Lunches: We appreciate that for children new to school, adjusting to school meals can take a little time, however we 
have very limited capacity to refrigerate packed lunches and strongly recommend that parents take advantage of the 
universal free school meals. Our catering manager and the school kitchen team are always willing to do what they 
can to accommodate the children if parents have any worries. If you have any difficulty ordering a school meal, 
please contact the school office. Mrs Coulthard will be able to set accounts for parents that may not have them.  
 
Arrivals and Collections: Our routine for the morning and afternoon drop off/collection is working well and the 
children have adapted beautifully. Thank you for continuing to support us by giving others space and minimising 
adults who come to school, to prevent over-crowding.  
As you know, we have a contact list of familiar adults that parents have identified as being able to collect their child 
from school if they are not able to. Please bear with us whilst we get to know new faces for children who have just 
started school. Very occasionally, in unavoidable circumstances, it may be necessary for an adult NOT on the contact 
list to collect children. In this case, it is essential that school is notified beforehand, as the person collecting will be 
expected to know a ‘password’ shared with them by the parent in advance.  
 
Masks: We have had some enquiries about masks on site for adults. Parents and carers are very welcome to wear a 
mask when they are dropping children off or collecting them, in view of the number of people we have on site. We 
ask that all adults continue to be mindful of social distancing when on site as there may be members of our school 
community who are anxious or particularly vulnerable. Thank you. 
 
Email addresses  
In order to support parents with communication, we have created email addresses for each class. This address will 
be text to parents this week. When you receive your class email address, please send an email in reply promptly, 
from the email address you would like the class teacher to contact you on, providing the name of the child in your 
email (as surnames are not always the same.) If adults with parental responsibility live in separate households, 
please can both parents email the class teacher. Staff will check and respond to emails during the working day.  
 
PE Kits: Please make sure that on PE days, children come to school in their PE kit. PE kit needs to be suitable to wear 
outdoors. Joggers and leggings should be plain dark grey or black, worn with a sports polo/t-shirt in gold. Trainers 
should be suitable for PE. Please remember that we cannot allow children to take part in PE if they are wearing 
earrings, for safety reasons, even if they are covered. Earrings should not be worn in school as they can be a hazard 
when the children are playing. Thank you.  
 
 
 



 
Water bottles: Thank you for sending in a water bottle for your child. Please make sure that it is labelled with a 
permanent/waterproof marker – it is surprising how many children have the same bottle, and young children often 
don’t recognise their own. Please can we remind you that only plain water should be provided for drinking at school 
– please do not send juice.  
 
Labels: Please can you help us avoid losing items by labelling EVERYTHING with a permanent marker clearly with the 
child’s name? Thank you. 
 
Covid-19 : We will notify parents if there is a confirmed positive case of Covid-19 in their child’s class. This is so 
that parents can be especially vigilant and look out for symptoms, however mild, and then arrange a PCR test. 
We ask that if children have a coronavirus test that parents make school aware immediately and share the outcome 
of the test as soon as possible.  
 
Health Care Plans: If your child had a Health Care Plan in school last year, please talk to your child’s teacher as soon 
as possible, about either renewing the plan or letting us know it is no longer required. Please let us know about any 
health condition your child has so that we are aware in school.  
 
Reading books : At the start of the year, staff take time to assess which level of reading book is the right one for 
each child. Children at the start of their reading journey may have books with pictures only, and staff will support 
parents in how to enjoy these with your children.  
The reading books have been organised to relate to our phonics scheme. The children have a book to read 
themselves (these have a coloured label only) AND a book for an adult to share with them, (this has a star sticker as 
well as the coloured label). The children really benefit from sharing both books with an adult repeatedly to build up 
their confidence. Reading the same book again is to be encouraged! Children are not expected to ‘read’ 
independently the books with a star on – these are for adults to model to them how to enjoy reading.  
 
The starred books contain vocabulary and/or themes slightly above the children’s reading age/level. They may be 
able to decode some of the words but adults will need to read the story/content aloud to them with the child’s help, 
not the other way round! In the weeks to come, we will send out more information about reading at home. 
Please send in any books that you still have at home from last year. Thank you. 
 
Party Days: Now that restrictions have been lifted, we have no plans to continue with birthday parties in school at 
the moment. 
 
Golden Tickets and Golden Jumpers: This term sees the return of Golden Tickets and the Golden Jumper. Children 
are awarded a golden ticket for different behaviours each half term. This half term the golden ticket will be awarded 
for good manners. The golden jumper is awarded to the children who have particularly shone that week, either 
academically or by being an excellent role model and school citizen. Golden jumpers will be awarded on a Friday. 
The children can wear them the following Monday – Wednesday and then return it, washed and dried, to school on 
Thursday to be given out again. The children really value both these special awards and always feel very proud to be 
awarded them. Golden jumpers start from next Friday. 
 
There have been many, many positives during our first few days and it has been heart-warming to see the children 
and staff relishing being back at school. I would like to thank the whole staff for the huge effort required in getting 
the classrooms ready after a ‘big move’ at the end of last term, and for welcoming the children with the nurturing 
ethos and love of learning that makes our school so special.  
 
Warmest wishes to you all,  
 
Rachel Field 

Mrs Field 
Headteacher 


