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12th February 2021 

 

End of half term newsletter 

 

Dear Families,  

 

So here we are at the end of another challenging half term and half way through the school year. It 

has been quite a journey and all of us have had very different experiences of lockdown, home 

schooling, working during a pandemic and coping with missing family and friends. Many in our local 

school community have experienced particularly sad times, and our thoughts are with those families 

in particular.  

 

The children, as always, have been a shining light to brighten our day, whether that’s been in school 

or on video call, on the telephone or in the lovely messages, photos and videos you have sent in. 

Although I say it often, it doesn’t diminish the fact that we really don’t underestimate the challenge 

of home schooling, and I would like to sincerely thank you all once again for the efforts you have 

made to support the children at home. 

We have had some very positive feedback about our Feel Good Fridays and these will continue after 

half term, until school is open again.  

 

I know that parents are waiting anxiously for news about schools re-opening. We have no further 

information other than a provisional date of the 8th March has been set by the Government, but we 

are not yet sure what that will mean in terms of a full or phased return to school. We will of course 

update you as soon as we have more news to share. In the meantime, all children may not be able to 

attend school but our school is not closed – the team are working exceptionally hard in school 

looking after a significant number of children, whilst planning home learning and keeping in touch with 

families at home. We are available every day if you need to contact us for help and support. 

 

What’s in the News…. 

 

Miss Jones is setting everyone a challenge to see how far they can run, walk, cycle (safely with a 

helmet!) or hop/skip/jump…until we are all back in school. This can be outdoors, in the garden, or even 

walking in the house! Parents will be asked to email or post on Tapestry how far they have been and 

from this we will calculate how far our community have travelled ‘round the world’. We can’t wait to 

receive your photos, videos or messages – let’s see how far we can take this and help our wellbeing 

along the way. 



 

 

Easy Fundraiser 

 

There is a link on our website on the Parents page - https://www.ashfieldinf.cumbria.sch.uk/parents/ 

 

Mental Health and Well Being 

As you will know, National Mental Health Week has raised awareness of how to support ourselves and 

our children with mental health and wellbeing. There is a lot of information on our website that is new 

– please do take a look if you or someone you know needs help or advice.  

 

Online Safety 

It was Internet Safety Day on 9th February.  

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2021 

 

With children spending more time online at home due to lockdown and home learning it is really 

important that parents speak to children about keeping safe when using the internet. It is essential 

that parents make sure they have filters/parent controls in place when using devices at home 

and that children do not use the internet unsupervised. The link below is a very helpful reference 

about keeping children safe online.  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 

We have specific agreements in place for parents/children and an Online Guide for parents, as well as 

a loan agreement for parents who have loaned devices from school. All families should have signed our 

Acceptable Use Pupil Agreement. If you have not received this information or would like to have it 

sent out again, please contact us. 

 

Live Zoom Sessions 

Each class have held a recent live session to enable the children to say hello to one another, as part 

of helping to keep our school community connected. If you have not taken part in these sessions yet, 

we are holding our next session on the first Friday back after half term, and anticipate that all 

children take part. These sessions will help to familiarise children with friends and teachers as part 

of preparations for returning to the classroom at some point. Parents will need to sign permission 

slips – please look out for more information via class emails. 

 

 

Tapestry 

We know that for the majority of parents, Tapestry is proving a great help in the ongoing home 

schooling challenge! If you have yet to get to grips with Tapestry and would like some help or support, 
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Did you know that whenever you buy anything online – from 

the shops in the linked image below you can raise funds for 

our school? Please see our website for more information.  
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please do get in touch. It is so important that children are able to access the learning and that 

parents can share with us what they are doing at home, as we do monitor this closely.  

 

Work Packs 

The teachers have spent a lot of time preparing work packs for families that need them. Please make 

sure that if you have requested a work pack that it is collected from school. Thank you for your 

support with this. 

 

I sincerely hope that you manage to enjoy some time with the children over half term. It is so 

important that they have a break from screen time and that families have a chance to have a well-

earned rest from home schooling. The days are slowly getting longer and lighter and hopefully with 

the spring, better times are on their way. 

 

Thank you to all of you for continuing to support the school and for the lovely, appreciative messages 

and emails. Thank you to all our team here at AINS – I am particularly grateful to our staff for 

their exceptional hard work and commitment. 

 

I will leave you with the words of a little boy who wrote this simple poem featured on the Save the 

Children website…. 

 
"When it is safe, I’ll hold my arms open wide, 
 
and shout to the world we can all go outside!  
 
Don’t give up hope the end is in sight, 
 
if we all stick together, we’ll all win this fight!” 

 

Please take care, stay safe and we hope to see you all very soon. 

 

Warmest wishes 

 

Rachel Field 

 

Mrs Rachel Field 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


