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3
rd
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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As many of you might be aware, today Cumbria County Council wrote to the DfE asking that all schools 
within the County remain closed to all but key worker and vulnerable pupils. This was due to the worrying 
rise in Covid cases in our local area. This request has been denied, so all Cumbrian primary schools are 
expected to open as planned this week. 
Following much discussion today within our cluster group of schools and within each individual school’s 
leadership teams, including Governors, we have collectively made the decision to delay opening to pupils 
until Wednesday 6th January at the earliest. 
 
This decision has been made to allow us all time to appropriately review our risk assessments through 
consultation with governing bodies, staff and the local authority health & safety team, and to put in place 
any new measures that may be needed to prepare to safely welcome the children back onto our sites. 
 
As I’m sure you will appreciate this decision has not been taken lightly, but we feel that in light of these 
local concerns around the rise in infection rates and a lack of information about the new strain of Covid-19, 
we as school leaders need additional time to ensure we have everything in place to keep all members of 
the school community as safe as possible before everyone returns.  
Of course, we would have preferred to make this decision earlier in order to give parents and families 
more notice, but due to the late notification to us as leaders this has not been possible. 
 
Our priority as always is the safety and well-being of our pupils and staff and we hope that this additional 
time will help us to ensure we are responding to this situation in the safest way possible. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support for us as school leaders 
and for all of our staff. Your co-operation in helping us to keep everyone safe is very much appreciated. 
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We will be in touch with you all again as soon as possible, and once plans for re-opening have been 
finalised. This is likely to be later on Monday or during Tuesday.  
 
Again, thank you for your patience and understanding at this very difficult time.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Rachel Field                                                Claire Humes 

 
Mrs Rachel Field  - Headteacher                Mrs Claire Humes – Chair of Governors 
 
And on behalf of members of Workington Heads Association 
 
 
 


