
Ashfield Infant and Nursery School 
 

Please find below some ideas of games you can play at home with 
your child to support their Phase One Phonics learning. 

 
 Go on a nature listening walk:   Encourage your child to actively listen in wonder 

with you at the sounds around and talk about what they can hear.  Make a list of the 
sounds and see how many sounds your child can recall afterwards. 

 Musical statues with a twist:  Play some favourite music for you and your child to 
dance and clap in time with the beat.  When the music stops, strike a pose and 
freeze.  

 Share a rhyming book:  Pause just as you get to the end of a rhyming couplet to 
encourage your child to say the missing rhyming word 

 Shopping game:  Play “I went shopping and I bought…..”  taking turns to select and 
add items to a shopping bag , recalling in order the items that have been added 

 I spy:  take turns to play “I spy with my little eye something beginning with…..” 
 Sound story:  read a story and let your child add sound effects using noise makers 

such as a homemade shaker, tapping spoons, saucepan drum, musical instrument or 
voice sounds 

 Tongue Twisters:  Give yourself a name such as Jolly Jumping, jiggling Jill.  Encourage 
and support your child to think of alliterative words for their name and other 
members of their family or friends  

 What’s in the box?   Fill a box with items that have up to three sounds (e.g. mug, 
hat, tin, pen, book) name each item you put in.  Say “In the box there is a h-a-t”.  
Pause to see if your child can name the item before pulling it out and repeating                                       
“h-a-t   hat”  Repeat for other items  

 Sounds like…..   Ask your child to find an object in the room e.g. a car.  Can they find 
more objects that begin with the same sound?  (It may be a good idea to start with 
the initial sound of your child’s name) 

 

 
 


