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Thursday 4th June 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We hope this newsletter finds you safe and well. I would normally begin by welcoming you all 

to the new half term, but of course these are not ‘normal’ times and we are all adapting to a 

‘new normal’ both at home, work and in school. However, the staff will already have been in 

touch with many of you at the start of the week and our home learning packs are on the 

website for every year group so half term is well underway! Although we are not all in the 

same building we are still very much a school family. Please do respond to the ‘keeping in 

touch’ phone calls and emails – the children may not be in our classrooms but they are very 

much in our thoughts and it is important that we stay in regular contact with all our families. 
 
This week we have welcomed back children of key workers/priority groups. Our key worker ‘bubbles’ 

will be based in Year 2 initially.  

It is very important that parents who will need a key worker place this half term get in touch 

with us and put their child’s name on our key worker list. This is because the number of children 

we can care for in each classroom is much smaller than normal (8-10 children) and so each ‘bubble’ 

fills up quickly. Before we start to open to more children, we need to make sure we have enough 

spaces for key worker children for the rest of half term.  

 

Once our new systems and procedures are established, we hope to welcome back a wider group of 

children. Following the feedback we received from parents before half term, the year group we plan 

to introduce next will be Reception. 

 

Staff will be contacting parents of Reception children to help us understand how many children 

we need to accommodate. Plans for opening to further year groups would then depend on many 

factors, including available space, staffing and any changes to the current government guidelines. 

We know this is a very uncertain time for our families, and we will continue to do our very best to 

provide you with as much updated information as we possibly can.  

 

Below are some helpful Q&A examples to explain the current situation. Please be aware that this 

information is based on current guidelines and may be subject to change. 

 

 



 
 

Question 1: Is school opening for all Reception children next week?  

Answer: No. School will not be ready for Reception children to return in week 2, but we are working 

towards a provisional start date of the 15th June.  School will be contacting all parents of Reception 

children soon and then plans will be put in place based on their feedback. We normally have 30 

children in a classroom but can now only have 8/10 (so we would need 6 classrooms for all our 

Reception and not the usual 2); what we can offer will very much depend on numbers returning. 

 

Question2:  Will my child be in their own classroom when they come back to school?  

Answer: No. For there to be recommended social distancing space for each child in early 

years, classrooms will only be able to accommodate small numbers of pupils. Also, where possible, we 

will try and allocate bubbles of children their own toilet areas to minimise risk. We also have to have 

one room available to isolate a child if they become unwell. Finally, we have to avoid parental contact 

as much as possible when arriving at school. As you can see there are many issues, so your child is 

unlikely to be in their usual classroom. 

 

Question 3:  Will my child have the class teacher they had in March?  

Answer: No. Although we would prefer your child to have their own class teacher it will not be 

possible due to small groupings allowing for social distancing, and not all staff are able to return to 

work. Children will have the same teacher and teaching assistant each day in year group bubbles if 

possible, but it may not be possible if staff work part-time. 

 

Question 4:  Will my child meet up with their friends?  

Answer: Not unless they are in the same bubble. The children will be put into bubble groups and 

then allocated a classroom. They will be given their own individual table with a set of equipment for 

their use only throughout the day. The group they are with will stay the same every day to 

reduce the chance of spreading infection. Each bubble group will be given their own time outside to 

play together so that groups don’t mix.  They will bring a water bottle from home as usual and they 

will eat their school lunch at their desk. Nothing else can be brought in from home other than a coat, 

so school will not be sending home reading books, pupil planners etc.  

 

Question 5:  Will my child be able to play with their friends in the playground?  

Answer: Not unless they are in the same bubble. The children will remain in their group for the 

full day and not mix with any other group either inside or outside.  On the playground/outdoor area 

each group have an allocated space and equipment like a skipping rope, hoop etc. which can be cleaned 

and is not shared with other bubbles of children. If it is wet then the children will be stay in their 

classroom   

 

Question 6: Can I ask that my child is in a particular group or bubble with their friend?  

Answer: No. Children will be allocated a group and will need to stay in this group; due to the small 

size of the bubbles we won’t be able to accommodate individual requests unfortunately.  

 

Question 6: Will my child be expected to wear uniform?  

Answer: No. We do ask that children have a complete change of clean clothes EVERY day as part of 

the hygiene control measures and so for this reason we are asking that children do not come in 

uniform. Instead we ask that they wear practical, comfortable clothes for outdoor play – leggings and 

joggers (not jeans as they can be hot/stay wet too long) and a t-shirt and sweatshirt. They need to 

wear trainers, not sandals, as a lot of learning will take place outdoors if the weather is nice. 

 



 

Question 7: Will school be providing a lunch?  

Answer: Yes. Meals will be ordered from home. It is not possible to order a meal in school on the day 

as children are not in their usual class groups or classrooms. Meals will be eaten in the classrooms. 

Packed lunches cannot be sent in from home for hygiene reasons. 

 

Question 8: What work will children be doing?  

Answer: They will be broadly completing the work from our core curriculum that teachers are putting 

on the school website and activities to help them get used to the school being very different, and 

support them in their understanding of why things have changed.   

 

Question 9: Does my child have to come to school every day?  

Answer: Children who are in the key worker/vulnerable group bubbles come to school when their 

parents are at work, or to meet their needs so this may not be every day. Children who return as 

part of a year group bubble will be expected to come every day that their bubble is in school, as long 

as they are fit and well of course. Their bubble may not be in school every day, depending on numbers 

returning. 

 

Question 10: What hygiene rules would my child be expected to follow?  

Answer: We will continue with washing hands regularly throughout the day and avoiding close contact 

between children and adults and teaching children to use tissues for sneezes etc. Staff will clean 

throughout the day and will be wearing aprons, gloves and sometimes masks.  

 

Question 11: Will school start and finish at normal time? 

Answer: No. To reduce contact and mixing between groups, different bubbles will have different 

start and finish times, between 9am and 3pm.  

 

Question: Will I be able to bring my child into the classroom or cloakroom as normal to settle 

them in the morning? 

Answer: No. Unfortunately due to guidelines no adults other than staff are allowed in school unless 

in an emergency or by prior arrangement. Parents/carers will not be able to come into school at this 

time. As a friendly and welcoming school this will seem strange and we do understand that this may 

be difficult for some children and parents but we do need to prioritise safety for everyone. Children 

will be handed over to staff at different drop off points, observing social distancing, at the start and 

end of each day.  

 

Question 12: How can we prepare children for what it will be like?  

Answer: We will put pictures on our website for parents to share with children and we will also 

signpost parents to helpful stories and resources about coming back to school in a bubble.   

 

Question 13: Will I be fined if I don’t send my child to school if/when their year group is 

welcomed back?  

Answer: No. The government have made it very clear that parents will not be fined this half term 

and school will certainly not put any pressure on parents.  

 

Questions 14: Can my child come back to school if they have a health condition or if someone in 

our house does?  

Answer: We strongly recommend parents seek medical advice from their GP, asthma nurse or other 

professional working with the family, if they have health concerns. Children who are, or who live with, 

someone who is extremely vulnerable are advised not to return to school as social distancing is 



 

difficult for young children. Children with a health care plan will have a review before returning to 

school as staff will not be able to give medication in school. More guidance can be found in the 

government guidance on the Gov.uk website: Opening schools and educational settings to more pupils 

from 1 June: guidance for parents and carers - GOV.UK 
 

Question 15: Can I still get free school meals if I am entitled to them, even if my child is not 

in school? 

Answer: Yes. If your child is entitled to a free school meal you can order a weekly food parcel by 

contacting the school office before Wednesday each week, and then collect it from school every 

Monday morning.  

 

Question 16: I have a child due to start school or Nursery in September. What are the plans 

for those children?  

Answer: New starters would normally have a parent’s information session in school in June, but this is 

not possible at the moment. The Early Years Team will continue to send out lots of helpful 

information about starting school and plans will be put in place for September later this half term. 

 

Question 18: I have a child in Year 2. Are there any plans in place to prepare them for the 

move to the Junior schools?  

Answer: Our staff are already working with the team at the Junior school to share information and 

do what we can under the circumstances to put plans in place to support Year 2. We will continue to 

provide more information to those parents when it becomes available. 

 

Question 19: Will I still get a report about my child’s learning and progress this year? 

Answer: Yes. Staff have been busy writing reports for all our children, based on the time they 

spent in school during the Autumn and Spring terms and these will be available for parents before 

the end of term. 

 

Question 20: When will I find out which class my child will be in next year? 

Answer: Unfortunately we will be unable to have a ‘move up’ day this year, but parents will be told 

later this half term which class teacher their child will be with next year. However it is too early to 

know what class organisation will look like in September so this may be subject to change – a lot will 

depend on how long social distancing and other safety measures remain in place for schools and the 

wider community. The Junior schools will contact parents directly about Junior school uniform and 

class organisation etc. 

 

I hope that you have found the above information helpful, however if you still have queries 

please don’t hesitate to contact us, either by email or telephone. The school office may not 

be open each day at the moment, but we are planning to make a contact number available to 

parents when the office is closed. More information will follow shortly.  

 

In the meantime, we send you our very best wishes to you all, and once again, thank you for 

your patience and support as we continue to do our very best under challenging 

circumstances,  

 

Warmest wishes 

 

Mrs Field 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


