
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

A very warm welcome to Year One! We are very excited for the year ahead.  

In Chestnut class Miss Jones is the teacher and Mrs Henderson and Miss Nelson are the Teaching As-
sistants.  In Maple Class the teachers are Miss Winthorpe and Miss Higham with Mrs Sharpe and Miss 
Milligan as the Teaching Assistants.   

If at any time, you have any worries or concerns - no matter how small - please come and see your class 
teacher. We will be more than happy to discuss them with you as we do not want anyone to worry about 
anything during this very important year at school.  

Thank you for your support and we look forward to an exciting year ahead! 

We will be starting the year with a fabulous topic entitled ‘Enchanted Forest’. Our focus texts will be 
‘Little Red Riding Hood’ and ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ By Maurice Sendak. 

Strive for Five 

If your child reads five times per week at home (shown in their planner) then a ticket will be 
placed in the box and a lucky winner will be drawn each half term. They will win a book token. 
This was very successful last year and we hope it continues to be this year. Daily reading is so important 
for children to become successful , confident readers and reading daily at home makes a huge differ-
ence to children.  

Reading for Pleasure 

Reading for pleasure is also very important. Children can also take part in our ‘Reading for Pleasure’ ini-
tiative whereby they record in a ‘reading for pleasure record book ‘the books that they read at home 
(not their reading books). When they have read 50 books they go to Mrs Field and choose a special book 
to take home and keep forever.  

Forest Schools 

Year 1 will be taking part in forest school sessions in the junior school grounds again this term. We will 
be going  to the forest every other week: Chestnut class will go to the forest on a Wednesday morning. 
Maple class will go to the forest on a Wednesday afternoon.  Please ensure that on these days’ 
children have suitable footwear (wellies or old trainers) and a change of trousers or leggings. Legs must 
be covered. You can leave these in a bag on your child’s peg.  If you are free at all to help with our for-
est school session please see your class teacher. We would be extremely grateful even if you can only 
help on the odd occasion. Please not any  welly boots left from last year that are not collected will be 
recycled that you.  

 

    Snack and Chat 

Snack and chat was extremely successful last year so we will  continuing this in Year 1.  This will be a 
weekly session where children make and try new foods as well as develop their speaking and listening 
skills. This half term snack and chat will be a contribution of £3.50.  

PE  

Please can you make sure your child brings their named PE kit into school on a Monday and we will send it 
home on a Friday. Please can we remind you that it is school policy that earrings and other jewellery are 
not allowed to be worn in school and hair must be tied back for PE.  PE will be every Tuesday for all Year 
One and when it is not a forest week , Chestnut will have PE on a Wednesday and Maple will have PE on a 
Monday.  Please see timetable  at the end! 

Cool Milk 

Now your child is 5 they no longer receive milk for free. If you would like your child to continue to have 
milk in school you will need to register and pay for it via the Cool Milk website. The address is 
www.coolmilk.com 
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Welcome  

Autumn 1 



 

Vision Statement:  
An incredible journey... 

English 

In English we will be creating story maps to help us retell  stories, focusing on the settings of stories. We will also be using adjectives to 
describe setting as well as characters in the stories we are reading. We will be thinking about how character feel in the two stories and 
linking these feelings and experiences to our own. We will be using speech bubbles in our writing as well as letter writing. Our daily No 
Nonsense Phonics will continue . We will also start guided reading sessions where children read and discuss a book over a number of 
weeks in small groups. We will also read individually with each child on a 1 to 1 basis.  

 

Maths 

In Year One we will be following the White Rose math scheme. Our focus for the first three weeks  will be place value, especially count-
ing and ordering.  We will be  Counting to 20 forwards and back,  ordering quantities and numbers,  number formation, 1 more / less, ordi-
nal numbers and we will be introducing number lines. We then move on to focus on addition and subtraction. We will be using the addition 
/ subtraction symbols, adding together and adding more learning and using number bonds within 10 . We will be taking away / how many 
left (practical and crossing out method) and  subtracting by counting back (counting back on a number line)  We will also be recognising 
and naming 2D shapes, sorting 2D shapes  as well as making  patterns with 2D shapes. 

Art 

In art we will be focusing on painting. We will be learning about primary and secondary colours. We will be colour mixing and creating light 
and dark shades.  We will be selecting the correct thickness of paintbrushes and making sure we hold them accurately. We will then pro-
duce our own artwork based on the work of a famous artist.  

Geography  

In Geography our focus is our local area. We will be talking about where we live and what we like about our local area. We will be using 
google maps to look at aerial views and landmarks around Workington. We will be mapping out our route to school and discussing what we 
see along the way. We will be going out into the local area to take photographs and drawings of the buildings and features around our 
school.  

Physical development  

Our focus this half term is gymnastics. We will be using the large apparatus and the mats to create a sequence of moves. We will be using 
the apparatus to travel and balance in different ways. We will also be leanring to land correctly when dismounting the apparatus.  

Personal, Social, Emotional Development 

Using the Jigsaw scheme our focus is ‘ Being Me in the World.’ We will be thinking about how help others to feel welcome, trying to make 
our community a better place, as well as thinking about everyone's right to learn,  We will be then focusing on caring about other peoples 
feelings, how we work with others and creating a class learning charter.  

This is what we will be learning this half term …. 

Science  

In science our focus is materials and their properties. We will be classifying and identify materials We will be identifying and naming a 
variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock by matching a material to its name. We will distinguish 
between an object and the material from which it is made by naming objects and identifying the material which they are made from. We 
will be sorting and grouping a variety of materials on the basis of their property.  

Music  

In Music our focus is ‘Singing Games’. We will experience pitch and duration as well as using our voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs, chants with others.  We will then perform these songs and chants.  

RE  

The last week of term is our RE focus week. Our RE focus question this half term is Does God want Christians to look after the world?  
We will be learning and retelling the Christian creation story and discussing  some things that Christians believe God created on differ-
ent days. We will begin to talk about how we think the world got here.  

Forest School 

Forest School will take place on weeks 2, 4 and 6.  Please bring waterproofs and wellies every week.  This half term we will be learning 
about how the forest changes through the seasons.  We will also look at habitats for forest animals. 

Computing  

This term pupils will be learning about the strand of Computing called Computer Science.  Pupils will be learning how to write precise, pur-
poseful instructions for robots and computer programs.   



Pick and Mix  

These are activities you can do with your child at home to support their learning throughout the 
half term.  You can ‘pick and mix’ the activities you wish to do and when you do them.  It will be 
lovely if your child shares what they have done at home with us . This half terms  pick and mix ac-
tivities are:- 

 Go for an autumn walk. What do you notice? Can you write about your walk or draw what you 
found / see? 

 Go on a shape hunt. What shapes can you find? Can you record which shapes you find? What 
was the most popular shape? Which shape was hard to find?  

 Can you create a new setting for Max to visit ? What will he see? How will he get there? 

 Practice your number formation! 

 Practice reciting number bonds to 10. This online game is a fun way to help. 
www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

 Can you find some items that sink and float? Write them down or draw a picture of them to 
share with your class.  

 Write a letter to your class and post it to us at school . The school address is : 

 

Ashfield Infant School 

Newlands Lane 

Workington 

Cumbria  

CA14 3JG 

PE and forest School timetable 

Week   

Week beginning 2nd Sept PE week 

Week beginning 9h Sept Forest week 

Week beginning 16th  Sept PE week 

Week beginning 23rd  Sept Forest week 

Week beginning 30th Sept  PE week 

Week beginning 7th Oct Forest week 

Week beginning 14th Oct PE week 

 

The Ashfield Way’ At Ashfield we…..  

 Are not just a school, we are a caring family  

 Value our differences and respect ourselves and others  

 Work together to achieve our full potential  

 Are proud to do our very best at all times  

 Nurture and care for nature and  ourselves  

 Follow our school rules to keep everyone safe  

 Make a contribution to our school community and the world 
beyond our classroom  


