
Dear Parents/Carers, 

We are very pleased to offer a very warm welcome to all of our new children and their     
families as we begin a very busy year in Reception. We are confident in knowing that all of 
the children will soon be settled and feeling very comfortable in their new class, ready to 
explore the exciting range of opportunities that we have to offer throughout the year.  

This half term our topic is called ‘I am Special, I am Me!’ We will spend the first couple of 
weeks getting to know each other and will then move on to talking about the people that are 
special to us. Our main priority this half term will be each child’s Personal, Social and       
Emotional Development so will plan activities to support new friendships, self-confidence and 
self-awareness.  

We understand that this may be a very emotional time for some of you as you prepare for 
your child to start school. If you have any questions or concerns, no matter how small, then 
please talk to your child’s class teacher and we will do all that we can to ease your mind.  

Miss Olvanhill and Miss McTear 

Reading 

Strive for 5—If your child reads their school book five times per week at home then a    
ticket will be placed in the Strive for Five box and a lucky prize winner will be drawn at the 
end of each half term. Please write in your child’s planner every time that they have read 
their school book with you at home.  

Reading for Pleasure—Children will also take part in our ‘Reading for Pleasure’ initiative 
whereby they record in a separate book (not their planner) the title of any other books that 
they have read at home (not their school reading book). We ask that only one book is        
recorded per day. When they have read 50 books they can go to visit Mrs Field and choose a 
special book to take home.  

When we feel that your child is ready to take home a reading book, they will be given a book 
with no words to begin with. This is so that they can become familiar with using the pictures 
to increase their range of storytelling language. Please read with your child every night at 
home so that they become more confident and progress further.  

Class Author—Each class will choose an ’Author of the half term’. This will displayed in the 
classroom along with a range of books by that author. We welcome the children to bring in a 
book from home to share at story time if they wish to.  

Snack and Chat 

Reception children will have ‘Snack and Chat’ on one afternoon per week. This offers the   
opportunity for children to eat and socialize with others as well as developing relationships 
and communication skills. PLEASE ensure that you have let us know of any allergies ASAP. 
This half term snack and chat will be a contribution of £3.50 to be paid within the first week 
of school.  

Forest School 

Reception will take part in Forest School sessions every other week in the grounds at      
Ashfield Junior School.  Birch class will go to the forest on a Tuesday morning. Elm class will 
go to the  forest on a Friday morning. When the children are not using the Junior School 
grounds on their designated day, they will be taking part in PE activities in school. Please  
ensure that on these days children have appropriate clothing to change into. Please can we 
ask that your child has named waterproofs and wellies in school ALL WEEK, not just on     
forest school days, so they can access the outdoors whatever the weather. If you are     
available to help with Forest School then please see your class teacher. We would be        
extremely grateful even if you can only help on the odd occasion. 

PE 

Birch Class will have PE EVERY Friday. We will also have PE every other Tuesday when it is 
not a forest school week.   

Elm Class will have PE EVERY Tuesday. PE will also be every other Friday when it is not a   
forest school week. 

Please make sure that your child’s PE kit is on their peg on both of these days. We            
recommend that it is put on their peg on a Monday and is taken home on a Friday to be 
washed if necessary.  
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Autumn 1 2019 



Vision Statement:  
An incredible journey... 

Pick and Mix Home Learning  

These are activities that you can do with your child at home to support their learning throughout the half term.  
You can ‘pick and mix’ the activities you wish to do and when you want to do them. Please do not feel like you 

have to do them all. We would appreciate it if you were able to take pictures or bring in any evidence of the home 
learning activities that your child has chosen to complete so that we can share them with the rest of the class and 
celebrate their achievements. We have set one activity per week and recommend doing them in the following order; 

1. Draw a picture of your family. Label it if you wish.  

2. Talk about the many things that make you special. Ask a grown up to write down your ideas.  

3. Practice counting to 10 accurately. If you can do this already, try counting to 20.  

4. Read a story and draw a picture of your favourite part. Ask an adult to write down why you chose that part.   

5. Go on a number hunt and practice your number recognition to 10.  How many numbers did you see?  

6. Practice writing your name. You may want to copy an adults writing at first. 

7. Draw a picture of some things that begin with these sounds: s, a, t, p, i, n.  

 

Our Learning Journey… 
Week 1— We will be taking some time at the beginning of this week to visit all of you at home so that we can begin 
to get to know more about our children and their families. Our main priority during this first week at school will be 
ensuring that the children feel settled and are most importantly, happy. They will be given the time to explore their 
new classroom and outdoor area and will begin to form new relationships with members of staff and unfamiliar    
children.  

Week 2— As the children will now be at school full time, we will start to introduce our classroom rules and routines 
so that they become familiar with how our classroom works. They will take part in some focused play based          
activities and will have ample time to choose some free play activities of their own. This time will help them to    
continue to form new friendships with their peers.  

Week 3— We will continue to offer a wide range of activities for the children to take part in this week and will  
introduce our topic of ‘I am special, I am me.’ We will participate in ‘circle time’ type activities both in small groups 
and as a whole class so strengthen relationships further. The children will talk about themselves and will share their 
interests, likes and dislikes with others. Towards the end of the week we will begin to talk about who is in our    
family.  

Week 4—As the children will now be much more familiar with how school works, we will begin to introduce slightly 
more structure to the day. We will read the story ‘You Choose’ by Nick Sharratt as this is a brilliant way of        
unlocking our imagination. The children will create their own representation of all of their favourite things through 
pictures and role-play. In Maths we will sing lots of familiar number rhymes using props to support. 

Week 5— In Maths we will practice accurate counting and number recognition to 10. Our focus text for this week 
will be ‘Ruby’s Worry’ by Tom Percival. This story will allow us to discuss why we love being ourselves and what our 
favourite things to do are. We will then talk about different feelings and why we may feel them. We will share some 
things that we have been worried about which could be starting school, learning how to ride a bike, falling over, 
meeting new people when joining school etc. In the story Ruby makes a new friend and shares her worry, meaning 
that the worry soon goes away. This will show the children that everybody gets worried or upset and that it is al-
ways better to share our thoughts and feelings.  

Week 6—This week we will continue with our focus on number and counting accurately. We will then move on to 
matching numeral to quantity. We will share the picture book ’Hug’ by Jez Alborough. This is a lovely story that will 
encourage children to think about their families and how they show each other love. The children will begin to mark 
make as they write about why they love a member of their family.  

Week 7—By this week, all of the children (and staff) will be exhausted and ready for half term! It really is         
surprising how fast time goes. We will pull together all of our learning from this half term and will also have an RE 
focus during this week. More information on this will be sent out nearer the time.  

Dates for the diary… 

 

2nd September—Reception home visits 

3rd September—Reception home visits 

4th September—Children start school part time 

5th September —Children are in school part time 

6th September—Children start school full time (08:40-3:05pm) 

4th October—Library bus visits school 

17th October—School Photos  

18th October—End of Autumn Term 1 

28th October—Autumn Term 2 begins  

 

If any other dates arise throughout the half term, you will be 
notified in plenty of time.  

Reminders 

 

 Book bags and planners are to be brought to school every 
day.  

 

 Everything that belongs to your child needs to be clear-
ly named to avoid things getting lost. (All uniform, PE kits, 
PE bags, book bags, water bottles).  

 

 Earrings MUST be taken out on PE/Forest days and need 
to covered over with a plaster on other days.   

 

 Please make sure that all children are kept off the outdoor 
equipment each morning and after school to avoid things 
getting misplaced or broken. Thank you. 


