
 
 

Our Learning Value: 

 

  

Healthy Mind – Peer massage, relax Kids  

SMSC – Forming good relationships with peers and 

              and adults  

              Begin to accept the needs of others, take  

              turns and share 

              Developing respect for Nursery and local  

              Environment 

Healthy Body – Shows some understanding that good practices 

about exercise, eating, sleeping & hygiene can contribute to good health 

PE –  

Woodland – Seasonal changes: looking for signs of 

Autumn, transient art   

Healthy Eating – snack and chat, healthy lunch choices  

 
 

Areas of Learning and Development (will also include children’s interests as they emerge) 
The areas of development below show what most children will be developing over the next term.  We know every child is special and unique in their own way and therefore some may not have reached certain 
stages of development or skills whilst others will be working beyond them. Each child is nurtured on their own merits to help them make progress in ways that best suit them.  
 

Communication and Language  
Listening and attention: 

. Listen to others 1-1 or in small groups when conversation  

  interests them 

. Listen to stories with increasing attention and recall  

. Join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key events and  

  phrases in rhymes and stories 

. Focus attention, still listen or do, but can shift own attention 

. Follow directions 

. Learn and say each other’s names  

Understanding: 

. Understands use of objects 

. Show understanding of prepositions such as ‘under’, ‘on top’, 

  ‘behind’ 

. Responds to simple instructions 

. Beginning to understand why and how questions  
Speaking: 

. Beginning to use more complex sentences to link thoughts (e.g.  

  using and, because) 

. Can retell a simple past event 

. Hold a conversation, jumping from topic to topic 

. Uses talk to connect ideas, explain what is happening and   

  anticipate what might happen next, recall and relive past  

  experiences 

. Questions why things happen and give explanations 

. Uses a range of tenses (e.g. play, playing, will play, played) 

. Uses intonation, rhythm and phrasing to make meaning clear to  

  others 

. Uses vocabulary focused on objects and people that are of  

  particular importance to them 

Physical development  
Moving and handling: 

. Moves freely and with pleasure and confidence in a range of ways 

. Mounts stairs, steps or climbing equipment using alternate feet 

. Walks downstairs, two feet to each step while carrying a small  

  Object 

. Runs skilfully and negotiates space successfully, adjusting speed  

  or direction to avoid obstacle  

. Can stand momentarily on one foot when shown 

. Can catch a large ball 

. Draws lines and circles using gross motor movements 

. Uses one-handed tools and equipment e.g. makes snips in paper   

. Participate in ‘Funky Fingers’ activities to develop hand-eye  

 coordination and strengthen finger muscles for pre-writing  

 skills. 

Health and self‐care:  

• Can tell adults when hungry or tired or when they want to rest or  

  play  

. Observe the effects of activity on their bodies 

. Understands that equipment and tools have to be used safely  

. Gains more bowel control and bladder control and can attend to  

 toileting needs most of the time themselves  

. Can usually manage washing and drying hands 

. Dresses with help e.g. puts arms into open-fronted coat 

 

Personal Social and Emotional development  
Settling in and making new friends by: 

. Playing in a group,  extending and elaborating play ideas 

. Initiating, inviting others to join them in play 

. Keeping play going by responding to what others are saying or   

  Doing 

. Demonstrating friendly behaviour, initiating conversations and   

 forming good relationships with peers an familiar adults 

Learning Nursery routines: 

. Finding out where things belong 

. Begin to accept needs of others 

. Using ‘kind’ hands for sharing, taking turns, helping one another,   

  tidying up 

. Preparing and eating snack 

Self-confidence and self-awareness: 

. Selecting and using areas and resources  

. Welcomes and value praise for what they have done 

. Carrying out small tasks 

. Sharing personal experiences 

. Show confidence in asking adults for help, knowing they will be  

  listened to 

Managing feelings and behaviour: 

. Show a growing awareness of their own feelings, knowing that     

  some actions and words can hurt others’ feelings 

. Can usually tolerate delay when needs are not immediately met  

  and understands wishes may not always be met. 

. Show care and concern for living things, property and the  

  environment and seek comfort from familiar adults (e.g.  

  keyworker) 

 



 
 

Maths  
Number:  

. Uses some number names and number language spontaneously 

. Uses some number names accurately in play 

. Recites numbers in order to 10 

. Knows that numbers identify how many objects are in a set 

. Shows curiosity about numbers by offering comments or asking  

  questions 

. Shows an interest in number problems 

. Shows an interest in representing numbers 

. Realises not only objects but anything can be counted, including  

  steps, claps or jumps 

Shape, Space and Measure: 

. Shows an interest in shape and space by playing with shapes or  

  making arrangements with shapes 

. Shows awareness of similarities of shapes in the environment 

. Uses positional language 

. Shows interest in shape by sustained construction activity or by  

  talking about shapes or arrangements 

. Beginning to talk about the shapes of everyday objects e.g. round  

  and tall 

Literacy  
Reading: 

. Enjoy rhyming and rhythmic activities 

. Listen to and join in with stories and poems, repeated refrains  

  and anticipate key events 

. Begin to be aware of how stories are structured 

. Listen to stories with increasing attention and recall 

. Show interest in illustrations and print in books and print in the  

  environment  

. Look at books independently and handle them carefully 

. Hold books the correct way up and turn pages 

Writing: 

. Sometimes gives meaning to marks as the draw and paint 

. Ascribes meanings to marks that they see in different places 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Exploring and using media and materials: 

. Enjoys joining in with dancing and ring games 

. Sings a few familiar songs 

. Imitates movement in response to music 

. Taps out simple repeated rhythms 

. Explores colour and how colours can be changed 

. Understands they can use lines to enclose a space, and then begin  

  to use these shapes to represent objects 

. Uses various construction materials 

. Joins construction pieces together to build and balance 

. Realises tools can be used for a purpose 

Being Imaginative: 

. Developing preferences for forms of expression 

. Using movement to express feelings 

. Creates movement in response to music 

. Notices what adults do, imitating what is observed and then doing  

  it spontaneously when adult is not there 

. Engages in imaginative play based on own first-hand experience 

. Builds stories around toys 

. Uses available resources to create props to support role play 

Understanding the World: 
People and communities: 

. Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to  

  them 

. Remembers and talks about significant events in their own  

  experience 

. Knows some things that make them unique, and can talk about    

  some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends  

  or family 

The world: 

. Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar  

  world such as the place where they live or the natural world 

. Can talk about some of the things they have observed 

. Talks about why things happen and how things work 

Technology: 

. Shows an interest in technological toys with knobs or pulleys or  

  real objects such as cameras or mobile phones 

. Shows skill in making toys work by pressing parts or lifting flaps  

  to achieve effects such as sound, movements or new images 

 

Forest School 

 

Cultural Diversity and Special 

Events  
Christianity/Judaism  - being special 

Special snack time with family members  

Celebrating birthdays   

 



 
 

Term:  Autumn 1  Year: Nursery  Topic name:  Marvellous Me!  

Rationale: This half-term we will be exploring books by author Chris Houghton to explore feelings and behaviours and learning how we 

are all different and special in our own unique ways as we help to settle our new Nursery children, learn to make new friends and baseline 

each child to find out whereabouts they are developmentally across all areas of learning, linked to the EY Development Matters document.   

Hook: Introduce a soft toy owl to children, explain that he fell out of his nest and lost his mummy.  Invite children to talk about their 

mummy’s and share story ‘A  bit lost’  

Our Learning Journey – (throughout this half-term keyworkers will be baselining chn through ITMP) 
Week 1.  Nursery begins on Wednesday this week for returning children beginning their pre-school year.  Children will be able to explore the nursery     

      environment through continuous provision and learn where to access resources and tidy away afterwards. 

Week 2. Welcome and settle new starter children into Nursery, circle games to help support children getting to know each other and key-   

            workers.  Continuous provision supported by key-workers to help children access areas and resources, interact with each other, play and tidy away.    

            Keyworkers will capture children using ‘busy’ hands for classroom display.   

Week 3. ‘A bit lost’ by Chris Houghton.  Little Owl has fallen from his nest, and with a bump he lands on the ground. Where is his mummy? With the help of 

      his new friend Squirrel, Little Owl sets off in search of her, and meets a sequence of other animals. Yet while one might have his mummy's     

            big eyes, and another her pointy ears, they are simply not her. Which of his new friends will lead him back to his mummy?  Keyworker circle games will  

           focus on building friendships and talking about favourite things and families.  Begin baseline assessments. 

Week 4. ‘Shh! We have a plan.  This story is about a beautiful bird, four friends and plans gone wrong... The friends are out for a walk. Suddenly, they spot 

it – a beautiful bird perched high in a tree! They simply must have it and – shh! – they have a plan. So they tip-toe very slowly, nets poised – "Ready one ... 

ready two ... ready three ... GO!" But, at the turn of the page, we find a ridiculous bunch of very tangled characters and a blissfully oblivious bird, flying 

away. One hilarious foiled plan after another and it's clear that this goofy gang cannot catch that elusive birdie! But the littlest of this group, a quiet 

spectator up until now, knows that a bit of kindness can go a long way...   Keyworker group time will focus on positive behaviour, sharing, taking turns and 

having ‘kind hands’. – create Nursery rules.  Continue baseline assessments. 

Week 5.  ‘Oh no George!’  This is the story of George the dog. His owner, Harris, is off to do some shopping. "Will you be good, George?" he asks his dog.  

George hopes he can. He really wants to ... but chocolate cake is just so very delicious and he does love to chase cat... What will George do now?  Keyworker 

group time will continue to focus on children getting to know each other, positive behaviour, sharing, taking turns and having ‘kind hands’. Introduce our 

‘Take a break’ box.  Cont. baseline ass.  

Week 6. ‘So Much’   Our home-corner table will be set up with a balloon, a present and a cake, some blank cards. Who is it for? Who left it?  We will share 

the story and children will be invited to bring a family photograph into Nursery to talk about.  They will create a special ‘front door’ which when opened will 

reveal their family photograph.  Children will be invited to talk about what makes their family special to them.  Complete baseline assessments. 

Week 7.     Our RE focus is special people and what makes people special.    Children will be able to invite someone special to join us for snack and chat this    

            week and look at their learning journey together.  

Outcomes for children: Children will be able to tell you why they are special. They will also understand how they are different and we will celebrate 

their differences.  We will celebrate being special by inviting children to share something they have done or can do.   



 
 

 


