
SEND Local Offer 

 

Click here to access the Local Authority’s Local Offer 
 

Ashfield Infant and Nursery School is a fully inclusive school. We ensure that pupils are included in all aspects of learning and school life 
throughout their time at our school. Our aim is to provide outstanding inclusive practice. 

 

The term ‘special educational needs’ refers to children who have learning difficulties or disabilities and this can make it more difficult for 
them to access the curriculum. 

 

Support will always be provided in school where appropriate, this may include the professional advice from specialists. If your child has special 
educational needs, they may require extra help, support or professional advice in a range of areas, for example: 
 

 Reading, writing, number work or understanding information
 Expressing themselves or understanding what others are saying
 Making friends or relating to adults
 Behaving appropriately in school
 Organising themselves
 Some kind of sensory or physical needs which may affect them in school
 Emotionally

 

Identification of such needs and the decision to organise extra help and support for a child, if not already identified and initiated on entry to 

the school system, is made through observations and assessment by the class teacher who would then involve the SENDCo and 

Headteacher. A discussion would then follow with the parents and if deemed necessary a referral would be made for specialist support. 

 

Pupils identified may require support to ensure they can access the curriculum effectively and be included fully in classroom learning and 

school events. Support will be planned by school staff and where appropriate by external professionals the parents and if deemed necessary a 

referral would make for specialist support.  
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Parents/carers will be kept informed about this support and provided with the opportunity to have regular input towards their children’s 
learning. 

 

Our Local Offer describes the wide range of provision available at Ashfield Infant and Nursery School, to support identified children as and 

when appropriate. Our commitment to being a fully inclusive school means that your child will have the equal access and opportunities they 

require to fully access quality learning and development that is appropriate to their needs and equal the offer available to all similar schools. 

 

We have set out the school’s offer to families of children with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND) in the form of questions to aid 
understanding. 

 

If you still have questions then please do not hesitate to contact the school and make an appointment to see the Headteacher or 
SENDCo, Pauline Ives. Both are ready to give advice and offer quality support to families of children with SEND. 

 

The School Offer – Questions and Answers 

 

Question Prompt Answer 

   

How does the setting know if children   How do you identify children   We have the expertise of a highly trained and 

need extra help and what should I do with special educational needs? informed staff in identifying additional/special 

if I think a child may have special  educational needs or disabilities (SEND). 

educational needs?    Previous knowledge and or information from 

  external services. 

    Excellent tracking systems that feed into extensive 

  Pupil Progress meetings where lack of progress and 

  specific issues impacting upon progress are 

  identified and discussed resulting in an agreed action 

  which is quickly acted upon. 
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    Observations of children through play or social 

  situations. 

   How will I be able to raise any   If you have a concern about your child’s 

 concerns I may have? development you may if you wish raise this in the 

  first instance with the class teacher, headteacher, 
  SENDCo or any other person you feel able to initiate 

  a discussion about the issue/concern. 

    Should you have further concerns or wish further 

  advice then please make an appointment to see our 

  SENDCo, Mrs Pauline Ives. It is highly likely the class 

  teacher will have already discussed your child’s 

  needs with them. 

    If you feel your concerns/issues are not fully 

  addressed in relation to your child’s needs to your 

  satisfaction then you do have the option to follow 

  the schools complaints procedure. 

How will the school staff support my   Who will oversee and plan the   Class teachers are responsible for the education of 

child? education programme and who all the children in their class. They plan the 

 will be working with my child education programme for children who have or may 

 and how often? have SEN with support from the school’s SENDCo, 
  Headteacher and advice from any specialist service. 

    Your child’s class teacher will work directly with your 

  child as will other school staff, every year group has 

  at least one Senior Teaching Assistant. They may be 

  supported in class; in a small group outside the class 

  or one-to-one as appropriate. 

    The SENDCo will liaise closely with any adult working 

  with your child to develop targets and seek external 

  support/advice when necessary. 
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    Depending on need your child may also have access 

  to external specialists. 

   What will be their roles?   Each adult will strive to ensure that an appropriate 

  curriculum is delivered to your child at a 

  differentiated level. 

    Exact roles will vary for each child and be dependent 

  on identified needs and support. 

    Specialists will provide reports to help the school 
  meet your child’s needs. Generally small targets for 

  development taken from the Health Care Plan are 

  identified. 

   How are the school’s Governor’s   The school has a nominated governor for Special 
 involved and what are their Educational Needs who is responsible for monitoring 

 responsibilities? and evaluating policy and procedures. They receive 

  information from the school’s SENDCo and report to 

  the Governing Body. 

How will the curriculum be matched   What are the school’s   High quality teaching, differentiated for individual 

to my child’s needs approaches to differentiation? pupils, is the first step in responding to pupils who 

  have or may have SEND. 

    All children’s development is carefully planned and 

  tailored to need as all children have different needs 

  from SEND to children who are gifted and talented. 

    All lessons are planned and appropriately 

  differentiated with an emphasis on personalised 

  learning. The class teacher tracks the small steps 

  pupils need to take in order to ensure that they 

  move securely towards successful learning 

  outcomes. 
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    Differentiating lessons may involve using specialist 

  resources or equipment, alterations to the 

  timetable, additional adult support, group or 

  individual work. Learning objectives within the 

  lesson are set appropriate to the child. 

   How will that help my child? Your child will be working at an appropriate level and 

  have targets for improvement. They may be working 

  within the Early Years Foundation Stage/National 
  Curriculum but not necessarily at average age 

  expected levels. 

    You will be regularly informed of your child’s 

  progress towards their targets via the school’s 

  annual report system and the review of their plan at 

  parents evening’s and a EHCP meetings, if 

  appropriate, where you will also be given targets to 

  support your child’s learning at home. 

    Children who attend wrap around care and whose 

  parents we don’t see on a regular basis and are 

  unable to express their thoughts through 

  communication will all be given a home to school 
  book for parents/carers to know what their provision 

  has been and will be a shared communication 

  system between home and school. 

How will I know how my child is doing   In addition to the normal   The school has an open-door policy that encourages 

and how will you help me to support reporting arrangements what the full engagement of parents in the education of 

my child’s learning? opportunities will there be for their child. All parents are welcome to make 

 me to discuss my child’s appointments with their child’s class teacher, 

 progress with the staff? SENDCo, Headteacher outside normal parents’ 
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  evenings. 

    Often parents will receive verbal updates before or 

  after school as appropriate and when necessary, 
  indeed we actively encourage parents to seek more 

  informal and frequent conversations with us and 

  your child. 

    The Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) process also 

  allows additional opportunities to discuss your 

  child’s individual progress with a wider range of 

  adults who have a direct impact upon your child’s 

  learning and progress. 

    In addition parents are welcome to make 

  appointments to discuss progress with the school’s 

  SENDCo. 

   How does the school know how   The progress of each child is carefully monitored and 

 well my child is doing? tracked on a regular basis and summative 

  assessments are recorded on a half termly basis. 
  This along with other information gathered informs 

  staff on the next steps for your child. 

    Assessments made by specialists will also be shared 

  with you. Targets from these assessments are 

  clearly identified and written into the pupil profile in 

  order to ensure that teachers are aware of these 

  targets and are built into the day to day planning for 

  progress for your child. 

   How will I know what progress   Our tracking sets clear achievable and challenging 

 my child should be making? end of Key Stage targets for all our pupils. 

    These expectations of progress will be set by the 

  SENDCo, class teacher and headteacher including 
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  guidance from other specialists. 

    In some cases, your child may require a behaviour 

  management plan which will be drawn up in 

  consultation with you and your child and reviewed 

  regularly. 

    For some children with profound and lifelong needs 

  an Education Health and Care Assessment may be 

  requested with advice and support from external 
  agencies. 

   What opportunities will there   In addition to informal meetings and daily 

 be for regular contact about communication before and after school if 

 things that have happened at appropriate some children may have a home/school 
 school? book where a written dialogue can take place. 

    Where there is a need for ongoing dialogue the 

  SENDCo or Safeguarding Officer may set up regular 

  ‘Team around the Family’ (TAF) meetings. 

   How will you explain to me how   The school hosts a curriculum evening at the start of 

 my child’s learning is planned the year to explain the curriculum studied. 

 and how I can help support this   Curriculum plans are shared with parents via our 

 outside of the setting website and regular curriculum year group 

  newsletters. 

    Pupil profiles, IEP’s, precision teaching targets and 

  work planned are shared with parents as 

  appropriate. 

    Homework is sent home regularly relating to work in 

  school. 

   How and when will I be involved   We believe that the involvement of parents in the 
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 in planning my child’s educational development of their child is crucial and 

 education? key to short and long term progress therefore we 

  welcome and encourage as much involvement in the 

  planning process as the parent wishes to be involved 

  in and contribute to. 

    You will be consulted at all the various meeting 

  points as described above. 

    Involvement in the planning may take place during 

  annual parents meetings or specifically arranged 

  meetings. 

   Do you offer any parent training   There are curriculum events at the start of the 

 or learning events? school year to which all parents are encouraged to 

  attend. 

    The school works closely with Workington Children’s 

  Centre who offer a wide range of parent/child 

  courses over the school year. 

    Specific training requests are managed by our 

  Headteacher. 

    Key staff with personal experience are willing to 

  offer support and advice. 

    We source, if requested, support groups and 

  networks for parents to join. 

What support will there be for my   What is the pastoral, medical   The school strives to provide excellent pastoral 

child’s overall well-being? and social support available in support. 

 the setting for children with   The staff are highly trained and all have a minimum 

 SEND? of Safeguarding Level 1 training and have first aid 

  certificates and strategic people have other 

  qualifications. 

    The Safeguarding Lead professional provides support 
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  to children and families to support them pastorally 

  and medically and liaises closely with a wide range of 

  external agencies to ensure needs are met. 

    A wide range of small group interventions are used 

  to support the wellbeing of children with SEN and to 

  promote positive behaviour. 

   How does the setting manage   The school follows statutory guidance in the 

 the administration of medicines administration of medicines and provision of 

 and providing personal care? personal care. 

    The school regularly reviews its medicine and 

  intimate car policies. 

    Where there are distinct medical needs your child 

  will be subject to a ‘Health Care Plan’ drawn up by 

  school, health professionals and parents. 

    If medicine is required to be administered on a 

  regular basis agreements are made through the 

  “Health Care Plan” for the delivery of the medicine. 
  Medicine can only be administered if directed by the 

  Dr and require administration 4 times a day. A form 

  will need to be filled in by the parent/carer. 

    If your child has asthma you will be required to 

  ensure inhalers are in date and not empty. 

    The school has an agreed and effective behaviour 

  management policy. Where there are concerns the 

  school intervenes early and action plans /behaviour 

  management plans are drawn up, parents are 

  informed and involved and the Safeguarding Lead 
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  Professional (Headteacher) will become involved. 

   What support is there for   In extreme cases the school would operate an 

 behaviour, avoiding exclusions internal exclusion policy prior to school exclusion, 
 and increasing attendance? you will be informed if this affects your child. 

    Attendance and punctuality is closely monitored and 

  reported on termly. Where attendance is becoming 

  a concern the school intervenes early and you will be 

  called to a meeting to agree actions for 

  improvement. 

    The school celebrates all pupils with good behaviour 

  and good attendance and pupils receive certificates 

  which will come home. 

    The school readily seeks the views of its pupils 

  through: 

  Pupil voice through monitoring of progress against 

  the targets. 
  Pupil Questionnaires 

  Kidsafe Sessions 

  Circle times 

  Personal views plans which include photographs, 

  comments and information about the child’s view 
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What specialist services and expertise 
are available at or accessed by the 
School? 

  
 How will the school support my 

child to do this?









 Are there specialist staff 
working at the setting and what 
are their qualifications? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 What other services does this 
setting access including: health, 
therapy and social care? 

  
 A well planned and coherent SMSC 

Curriculum following the SEAL guidelines.
 The school has an ethos of listening to children.

 By providing the opportunities described above.

 By providing adult or peer support to ensure access 

to these where necessary



 There is a wealth of experience and expertise in the 
school staff including those trained in Kidsafe, SEND, 
Autism, RelaxKids, Team Teach, Paediatric First Aid 
and in specific medical needs e.g Epipen, Diabetes, 
Epilepsy, Asthma and some staff are trained with 
medical specific needs for children. This is not an 
exhaustive list of expertise and staff are trained and 
developed continually.



 The school has very close links with health with the 
school nurse and speech therapists visiting regularly.



 There is access to counselling and family support 
services through referral to the Minto Centre, the 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service 
(CAHMS), the Education Psychologist, speech and 
language therapist and occupational therapist.



 The school also liaises closely with Social Care and 
hosts TAF meetings, Core Group meetings and also 
refers into The Hub wherever and whenever there is 
a concern. 
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What training is the staff receiving or  Detail  staff  development  and   Staff share expertise through collaborative training 

has completed to support children  access to training and when this opportunities organised by the school as well as local 

with SEND?  is reviewed and refreshed. and national training. Individual staff development 

   needs are identified and met as part of the formal 
   appraisal process at least annually. 

   Do you have any specialist staff   There is a wealth of experience and training held by 

  and what do they specialise in? staff and this is continually updated. Furthermore 

   our SENDCo receives regularly updated training. We 

   also have a qualified nurse on the team. 

  Do  any  other  services  work   Under the effective management of our 

  closely or in conjunction with Safeguarding Officer the school ensures children and 

  your service? their families receive the most appropriate and 

   effective support. To do this the officer is required 

   to work closely with agencies representing health, 
   police, social care, mental health, welfare, children’s 

   centre and many others. Again this is not an 

   exhaustive list and links with other agencies are 

   continually being developed dependent on need. 

    

How accessible is the settings  Is the building fully wheelchair   Our school is fully accessible to pupils with 

environment?  accessible? disabilities. 

     The school has not had a specific need to alter the 

   environment for a special need yet. 

   Are there disabled changing and   The school has a disabled toilet and is equipped for 

  toilet facilities? changing children. 
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   How does the setting   The school makes use of technology to support EAL 
 

 communicate with by using the translating facilities. We also source 
 

 parents/carers whose first books for pupils to read in their first language. 
 

 language is not English?  
 

    Expertise and advice would be sourced from the 
 

  Local Authority to offer advice and support. 
 

How will the school prepare and   What preparation will there be   The Headteacher would ensure that there was a 
 

support my child when starting school for both the school and my child detailed plan in place to contact the school your 
 

or to transfer to a new school or the before he or she joins the child is transferring from in order to share the most 
 

next stage of education and life? school? current and relevant information. 
 

    The school would follow the transfer policy and 
 

  procedures which ensures that all information is 
 

  passed to the new school or collected from the 
 

  transfer school to ensure that we have immediate 
 

  detailed information of the child. 
 

    If required meetings may be arranged to discuss the 
 

  needs and provision being offered. 
 

    If your child is new to the education system then the 
 

  health professionals involved would be contacted 
 

  first. 
 

    The SENDCo would meet with the SENDCo’s 
 

  /Nursery leader or transfer school to discuss 
 

  arrangements for your child and also attend the 
 

  EHCP meeting, formerly Annual Review. 
 

    The learning environment will be planned to ensure 
 

  your child’s needs are met. 
 

    When necessary a multi-agency meeting may be 
 

  called to ensure your child’s needs will be met prior 
 

 
  How will he or she be prepared 

to starting the school. 
 

   Where possible new schools are invited to attend  
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  to move onto the next stage  transition meetings to share information about your 
 

  (transition)?  child and to ensure a positive transition. In all cases 
 

    there will be liaison and communication between 
 

    the schools. 
 

     All reports, assessments, targets and needs are 
 

    shared at transition 
 

    Transfer of information 
 

 

 

   Staff and pupil visits to new environment 
 

 What information will be  Full parental involvement in transition process 
 

  provided to his or new school?  The process undertaken to support the transition of 
 

   How will you support a new  your child to a new school mirrors the process 
 

  school to prepare for my child?  outlined above however in reverse. 
 

How are the settings’ resources  How are the settings’ special  We aim to allocate resources appropriately to meet 
 

allocated and matched to children’s  educational needs budget  the needs of all children with special educational 
 

special educational needs?  allocated?  needs. 
 

     The school has a financial responsibility to provide 
 

    the first £6,000 worth of support. This is already in 
 

    place with the high level of teaching assistants who 
 

    are directed to support the needs of all our pupils 
 

    and specifically if required. 
 

     Expenditure is driven by need with resources being 
 

    earmarked by the head teacher, class teacher, 
 

    subject leader or SENDCo for additional staffing, 
 

    resources, specific items or ICT equipment. 
 

     The budget is discussed and agreed by the Governing 
 

    Body and the SEND Governor. 
 

How is the decision made about what  In the decision-making process  The decisions about the type of support your child 
 

type and how much support my child  who will make the decision and  will be based on discussions between all interested 
 

will receive  on what basis?  parties including you as a parent. 
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   Who will be involved?   All relevant parties e.g. yourselves (& your child), 
  school staff and the SENDCo and any relevant 

  outside agencies. 

   How will I be involved?   The support will be reviewed consistently to ensure 

  it is appropriate and effective. Your input will be 

  valued at the wide range of meetings detailed above 

  to ensure your child is receiving the best support 

  possible. 

   How does the setting judge   The school evaluates the impact of all its actions on a 

 whether the support has had an regular basis. Impact will be measured against 

 impact? progress to targets be they academic and or social, 

  health or pastoral ones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Useful Contacts for Parents:- 
 
 

 

Autism Education Trust: http//www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/  
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The Communications Trust: http//www.the communicationtrust.org.uk/ 

 

Dyslexia-SpLD Trust: http//eldp.talkingpoint.org.uk/ 

 

Early Language Development Programme: http://eldp.talkingpoint.org.uk/ 
 

Preparing for Adulthood: http://preparingforadulthood.org.uk 
 

Achievement for All: http://www.afa3as.org.uk/ 
 

Early Support: http: http//www.ncb.org.uk/earlysupport 

 

National Network of Parent Carer Forums: http://www.nnpcf.org.uk/ 
 

National Parent Partnership Network: http://www.parentpartnership.org.uk 
 

Pathfinder Support Team: http://www.sendpathfinder.co.uk/ 
 

EPIC: http://www.councilforddisabledchildren.org.uk/epic 
 

CDC: http://www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/what-we-do/strategic-reform-partner-work 
 

Department for Education: http://www.education.govuk/childrenandyoungpeople/send/changingsen/a00218781/deliver-partners-and-grants  
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SEND Reform 2014 – Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What happens to current statements with a value of less than 6,000 e.g. 4 hours per week? 
 

A statement of 4 hours would be funded at £3,000. It is likely that we will move these to a non-statutory plan which will identify how the 

schools resource will be utilised to support. This will be particularly significant for deaf children where there are specific requirements to be 

met. 
 
 

Do provision maps need to include funding? Do we need to prove funding at early help level before applying for EHC Plan – Or – is it enough to 
prove that you have offered/carried out intervention with assessments? 
 

School will need to evidence how they are utilising funding when they apply for a statutory EHCP assessment. Prior to that point the School 

will need to ensure that funding is utilised appropriately to meet needs under the framework outlined in the revised Chapter 1 of the SEN 

handbook. 

 

What happens with IEP’s for old SA/SA+ what should be provided now? 
 

IEP’s should continue to be used as now. 

 

What will SA/SAT be called. Will this be a SEND Early Support? 
 

The code of practice doesn’t give specific title or other than a single category of SEN, however there will be a differentiation in Cumbria as 

we would expect a SEND Early Help Assessment to be completed when a school is bringing external specialist advice and support into 

support a child’s learning. 
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Sensory Needs – As I see it, children who have multiple sensory needs will still not have their needs met e.g. a child who has a degree of 

hearing loss, plus visual impairment the DHI and VI are not on their own severed enough to meet criteria – but together they put the child at a 

huge advantage – What are you doing for these children? 
 

These children currently may well meet criteria for statutory assessment if the impact on their learning is significant enough. This will not 

change . The focus of assessment is on the impact that the child’s SEND of disability has and the support needed to achieve required 

outcomes. 

 

How does mediation work when we’re dealing with children looking at a school place? 
 

Mediation will always be the first step prior to Tribunal when a local resolution to a disagreement between parents and the local authority. In 

the case of school places a disagreement and hence mediation is likely to arise if the local authority refuses to name the school preferenced 

by the parents. The mediation process would take a view on the suitability of the school named in the Ehcp and the school preferred by the 

parents. The issue of the impact on the efficient education of others would also be raised. 

 

+3K – Does that just apply to statemented students? 
 

Schools are required to make provision up to £6,000 for children with SEN. This is for statemented (EHCP) and non statemented pupils. 

 

When will we get the Early Help Assessment Form? 
 

By the end of this academic year. 

 

How do the new duties for health fit in with Health Services new way of working (episodic care)? 
 

The fit is a good one. The EHCP will focus on outcomes in the same way as the Care Aims process does. Therefore the concept fixed term 
involvement which cease when the outcomes are met is embedded in the EHCP process. 

 

How will children who are not fit enough to be in school be assessed? 
 

At the current time EP will not assess students who are not fit enough to be in School? The assessment of a child’s health in relation to school 

attendance rightly sits with clinicians rather than educationalists. This will not change with the new procedures. However there will be a 

requirement to ensure that the special educational needs of children too unwell to attend school are not being met. 
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EHCP Plan – Where do school’s comment on the plan – can I just email comments to assessment officer e.g about provisional/funding? 

Schools will see the draft plan prior to the meeting and will be able to comment then. They will also be able to comment at the TAC Meeting 

when the plan is finalised. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are currently preparing for statutory assessment request – what shall we do? Time? Paperwork? 
 

At this point in the cycle a statutory request for assessment under the current framework will deliver a statement/plan in mid-January 2015 

(this includes the exceptions for the summer break). A request in September for an EHCP assessment which has a shorter timescale will deliver 

a Plan in January 2015. It seems beneficial therefore to defer until September and to complete the process under the new framework. 

 

CLA – Can the EHCP also be the PEP (with some additional info)? 
 

They cannot be the same documents; however we are exploring how the two processes can work together. 
 

Are more EP’s going to be employed? I have waited 12 months for updates I have requested - the child is now moving to secondary without 
an updated report! 
 

The available budget to the Local Authority remains under acute pressure and therefore there will be no additional staffing. However the 
EHCP process requires a different approach to working which will make more capacity for face to face work available. 

 

Do we need CAF/PEP if we have EHCP? 
 

The EHCP will be triggered by the outcome of an outcome of an Early Help Assessment. The CAF and PEP cannot be the same document but 
the process to complete the two can be streamlined and merged. 
 

 

Will the boxes in the EHCP be expandable and will the index relate to this, as the pages will alter as the boxes expand 
All the documents will be online with expandable boxes.  
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Where will any information be recorded regarding CLA; Child Protection plans; MAM; etc? 
 

We will incorporate the suggested change in the EHCP and EH Assessment. 
 
 

There are examples of EHA plans (simple plans). Why is Cumbria using a process that is not presently working and adds or increases the length 
of process (CAF)? 
 

The Simpler plans developed in the Pathfinders were deemed not to meet legal requirements by the DfE. The Cumbria plan presented is 
consistent with the Code of Practice which specifies the sections that must be included in the plan. 
 

The use of an early help assessment to provide a clear description of needs and outcomes and as a tool to bring in specialist advice and 

support services is consistent with the EHCP and enables information already available to be dropped directly into the plan. The Early Help 

assessment also meets the need to consider the child’s education, health and care needs. 

 

Secure electronic portal system to share EHCP? (Data Protection) 
 

This is the preferred model and work is currently underway to review the operation of the portal. 
 
 

What plans are being put in place to ensure that the Authority have the capacity to manage a needs-led approach to SEND? (I imagine that 
the multi-agency approach that will mean more work). 
 

Additional Statementing Officer capacity has been recruited for September 2014. In addition to, all staff have access to training on person 

centred planning. Concurrently we are ensuring that there is a clear understanding that there will be a reduction in time spent writing reports 

and greater focus on face to face interaction with schools and families. 

 

Can you clarify when a student gets an IEP or do they? 
 

IEP’s will operate in just the same way as they do now. 
 
 

When a student is getting additional and different, this can be delivered in class through IEP. How is this to be done? When do you start Early 
Help Assessment? 
 

An Early Help assessment could be started as soon as the school identifies that a child may have SEN. However the assessment will have to be 
completed whenever the school is seeking external specialist advice. The early help assessment will have to be completed whenever the  
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school is seeking external specialist advice. The early help assessment will be added to by the external specialist and this will be able to feed 

into the statutory Education Health Care Plan. Individual schools will need to make the decision as to the point at which they wish to initiate 

the early help assessment. 

 

Is Cumbria producing a handbook with criteria? 
 

There is no change to the criteria. We will be promoting a slimmed down and simplified version of the handbook which we expect to be more 
accessible. 

 

Clarification MLD was now low achiever? However, it was on list for cognitive ? 
 

The point made about MLD being referred to as low achiever was a reflection of some of the language being made by DfE about this group of 

learners. MLD has historically attracted small amounts on non-statutory funding from the LA group of learners. MLD has historically attracted 

small amounts of non-statutory funding from the LA in Cumbria. The new funding regulations mean that the funding for MLD will reach 

criteria for statutory assessment under the new system. 

 

How will moves from County to County be supported? 
 

The EHCP is intended to be transportable across LA boundaries. Although there may be differences in funding arrangements between local 

authorities, the EHCP specifies outcomes, activity and professional involvement. It will therefore be clearer to a receiving LA exactly what 

provision is required. 
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